


Table of Contents
Introduction	2
Research object	2
Literature review	2
Research methodology	3
Sources of data	3
Sampling	3
Limitations	3
Data presentation and analysis	4
Findings	9
Conclusion	9
Reference	9























[bookmark: _Toc81841583]Introduction
As the name suggests, a virtual learning environment refers to a digital platform where teachers and students participate in an interactive teaching and learning process. Teachers and course modules can generate and share learning content. The VLE allows students the ability to actively study at a distance because it provides students with the chance to take part in various courses from anywhere in the globe. It's also flexible in nature because students may access the classes whenever they choose. In the virtual learning environment, students do not have to participate in classrooms at a particular time. The virtual learning environment also has certain drawbacks. Several scientists argue that students must be self-disciplined to make virtual learning efficient (Clark & Mayer, 2016). Alternatively, it will be difficult for pupils to study using a VLE. This study will discuss the influence of virtual learning on learning experiences of students. The study was carried out by students at the Trinity Saint David London Campus University of Wales.

[bookmark: _Toc81841584]Research object
· Impact of Virtual Learning Environment

[bookmark: _Toc81841585]Literature review
This section examines literary works connected to the virtual learning environment and its influence on the entire learning process. According to Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe (2016), technological development has resulted in a major movement away from a teacher-centered technique and toward a student-centered one. The authors cited numerous reasons why VLE is crucial for higher education, such as improved communication, massive online storage for resource sharing, sharing online material via embedded links, and so on. The study discovered that while VLE is successful in providing students with opportunities to learn through online platforms, it does not guarantee that students' productivity is enhanced as a result. The authors noted numerous difficulties influencing the learning process, including a lack of user-friendliness, a lack of technological expertise, a shortage of hardcopies of study materials, and a slow internet connection. These variables should be considered while developing VLE tactics in order to make VLE more successful (Hettiarachchi & Wickramasinghe, 2016).
Barker and Gossman (2013) described the learning impact of VLEs from the perspective of students in an article. They argue that VLE has a good influence on learners since the VLE approach gives learners power over the learning process (Henderson, 2003). Unlike traditional learning methods in which students are directed by teachers and the majority of the guidelines are given in a classroom setting, where students are required to attend classes, submit assignments, and participate in exams at a specific time, VLE provides students with more independent learning opportunities. They can use VLE to attend courses from home, watch video lessons, and take online examinations. According to the study, if students take responsibility for their own learning, VLE will certainly have such a beneficial influence on the learning process (Keppell et al., 2014)
Based on the historical literary works on the virtual learning environment, it is clear that there are several variables at work to determine the success of the VLE in fulfilling its intended goal and objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc81841586]Research methodology
Methodology for research is the development, collection, and analysis of empirical or secondary data to conclude study on a specific subject (Goddard & Melville, 2011). In this study, the objective is to assess the impact of VLE on the experience of students. This study is carried out with a hybrid method, combining qualitative and quantitative. Graphs, diagrams and tables using the MS Excel data collected will be formulated.
[bookmark: _Toc81841587]Sources of data
In order to conclude on the influence of VLE, primary and secondary sources of data are considered. The students of Trinity Saint David London Campus of Wales University performed a digital survey. In the revised literature, secondary data have been obtained. A questionnaire with 21 questions collected primary data. The questions used were different type of answer.
[bookmark: _Toc81841588]Sampling 
10 students were selected who took part in the survey using a non-probabilistic convenient sampling technique. Due to the condition of COVID-19, it was difficult to contact students, the reason for adopting this sample approach. A convenient sample of individuals accessible during the study was therefore used.
[bookmark: _Toc81841589]Limitations
Because of the pandemic, an interview could not be conducted face to face that would have provided this study more insights. Another constraint is that a postal poll cannot explain research in depth. On the other hand, respondents may just complete the questionnaire to demonstrate that they participated in the survey. Not all participants' answers may represent the entire truth of VLE's influence.
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Figure 1: Respondent’s age and gender.

We can observe from the chart above that most of the responses (90%) are female, just (10%) are male, and we can deduce that female participants in the learning environment are more likely. Although the VLE idea was introduced a decade ago, the relevance of VLE during the pandemic was really essential for both instructors and students to take part in courses more now than ever since it is not safe.


Figure 2: How you find it to use VLE?

Eight out of ten respondents said it was normal to use a virtual learning environment. Only two individuals claimed it was an easy VLE. It implies that the study's findings reflect students' experiences with VLE. 

Respondents were then asked if VLE improves the chance to talk outside of class with other students, and 8 of them indicated they agreed or strongly agreed. This made me realise that even if the students aren't meeting each other in class, they are still forming new interactions and friendships. VLE also aids in learning flexibility. 70% of the students agree.
I wanted to know if the lecturer was assisting the students with their needs, and the majority of them, 50%, said yes. Only 10% said they disagreed. 

Eighty percent of students at the University of Wales increased their IT abilities as a result of VLE. Students' learning experiences using VLE might be hampered by a lack of training and support. It is clear that VLE and its consequences for students must be reconsidered. It is not just a matter of downloading study materials, attending video classes, or taking examinations online. It is critical to educate students on how to utilise VLEs properly; otherwise, the entire learning process will suffer. (see figure 3)


Figure 3

Figure 4: Show owning device and from where they access they Virtual learning

Nine out of ten respondents said they own one or more devices and do not share them. Also, when asked which device they possess, more than half of those questioned said they own a laptop, with only one person saying they don't own a device.
Respondents were then asked where they typically access the lessons, and the majority of the 70% said they use their laptop to access the VLE. Some people may use multiple devices depending on what they are doing and where they are. For example, they may be on their way to work and use their tablet or phone to follow the lesson.


Figure 5: How excited are you going to class, and do you feel engage?

Because VLE is all about being behind a device, not everyone is happy with their experience; it all depends on how you feel and how you engage in class. According to the figure above, only 50% are mostly satisfied and 10% are completely dissatisfied with attending class. We can also observe that not everyone is engaged in class; 80 percent are either somewhat or mostly satisfied, and 10 percent are entirely dissatisfied; this might be a disadvantage for the VLE because the teacher cannot always interact with all of the students. 


Figure 6: Response from students if is easy for them to focus during the lesson

When we asked the students in the chart above if it was easy for them to focus in class, half of them replied yes, while the other half said no or occasionally. When asked why they aren't paying attention, the majority say "other," which leads me to assume it has something to do with the class. We may also observe that there are other reasons such as work, family, social media, and hobbies. The previous responses are shown in the diagram below.

Figure 7: Reasons of unable to focus


Figure 8: How interested are you in class?

After I asked them If they are focused in class, I wanted to know If the reason it could be related with the lesson. Sometimes happens that the teacher doesn’t engage with the class efficiently and this takes the class to get less motivated to participate. But in this case the chart above shows that is not this the reason, students gave very good answers above the expectations. The majority of students said have no difficulty with the VLE and report that they have no trouble taking notes most of the time. They also stated that they have all of the assistance that they require. So, I wondered what else may be the cause, and I asked them if they had any technical issues logging in, and most of the students responded by saying, sometimes. (See Figure 9)

Figure 9
[bookmark: _Toc81841591]Findings
Several conclusions may be reached regarding the influence of VLE on students' learning experiences based on data analysis.
I. Most of the students in the campus use a laptop to follow the class online which indicates that most of the student of London Campus know how to use an electronic device and know how to use VLE. Some of them may use multiple devices.
II. Students finds normal to use a virtual learning environment and stated that they are learning with flexibility and improved the possibility of talking to other students outside the classroom.
III. not everyone is happy with their experience; it depends how you engage in class. Student they get distracted easily at home and they are not pay attention.
[bookmark: _Toc81841592]Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc81841593]Based on the data presented above, it is clear that a virtual learning environment provides several opportunities for cost-effective learning. During the COVID-19 epidemic, virtual learning platforms are widely employed all over the world. According to the research, in order to get the most out of VLEs, it is critical to ensure that all students have all of the necessary equipment and understanding on how to utilise the VLE. Otherwise, students who are digitally technologically backward, would slip behind and fail to pass their tests. The research also revealed that students are easily distracted at home yet are driven to learn alone.
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Easy	Normal	Difficult	2	8	0	


A VLE increases opportunities for discussion and debate outside class?	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Agree	Strongly Agree	Not Applicable	0	0	2	7	1	0	A VLE helps you to learn with flexibility?	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Agree	Strongly Agree	Not Applicable	0	0	1	7	2	0	Does VLE help the teacher to respond to individually learning needs?	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Agree	Strongly Agree	Not Applicable	0	1	3	5	1	0	Has VLE improved your IT skills?	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Agree	Strongly Agree	Not Applicable	0	0	1	7	1	1	


Yes I own a device	Laptop	Tablet	Mobile	None	6	2	2	No I don't own a device 	Laptop	Tablet	Mobile	None	1	From where do you normally access your class?	
Laptop	Tablet	Mobile	7	2	5	



How excited are you about going to your class?	
Completely Dissatisfied	Mostly Dissatisfied	Somewhat Dissatisfied	Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied	Somewhat Satisfied	Mostly Satisfied	Completely Satisfied	1	0	0	0	3	5	1	Do you feel engaged in your classes?	
Completely Dissatisfied	Mostly Dissatisfied	Somewhat Dissatisfied	Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied	Somewhat Satisfied	Mostly Satisfied	Completely Satisfied	1	0	0	1	4	4	0	




When you are in class, is it easy for you to focus on your lesson?	
Yes	No	Sometimes	5	1	4	



Other	Family	Work	Social media	Hobbies	7	1	1	2	1	


Poor	Below Expectations 	Satisfactory	Good	Outstanding	0	0	3	6	1	


Do you find it easy to take notes in VLE?	Yes	Sometimes	No	6	4	0	Are you getting all the help you need right now	Yes	Sometime	No	8	2	0	Have you encountered any technical difficulties logging to your Huddle or class?	Yes	Sometime	No	2	5	3	


Male 	
18-24	25-30	31-35	36-40	1	Female 	
18-24	25-30	31-35	36-40	4	2	2	1	
18-24	25-30	31-35	36-40	0	0	0	0	
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