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Introduction 
The purpose of this essay is to compare and contrast two articles of a personal choosing. The first article is ‘Sport tourism and Mega event impacts on host cities’ and ‘Economic impacts on local areas.’ The essay will include main points from each article and what they have in common.




















The first article to be contrasted is the Sports tourism and mega-event impacts on host cities. The article states how sport events and tourism has had such an impact. The article firstly stated that sport tourism has received a considerable amount of attention in recent years. This is all because of sport’s ability to contribute to tourism’s role in urban regeneration. This is vital in countries such as Africa. Urban regeneration is the revamp of areas in less fortunate areas; tourism is a main way of creating regeneration. Sports tourism is relied on all over the world; sport has such a widespread of free media which will introduce possible visitors to new areas around the world. The article states that the way to transform destinations is by holding major events shape national and local tourism products. Back in 2010, the FIFA World cup was held in South Africa, the main aim for the event was to increase and maximise tourism value. With such a big event being held in an unlikely destination it will bring in football supporters from all over the world. The article states that 30% of international visitors to the World cup were from the United Kingdom, 8.5% from Germany and only 8% were from the United States of America. This goes to show that football events attract people from all over the world but also shows that it could be a possibility that football is extremely popular in the UK.
 By the World cup being held in a less fortunate country it brought in millions of pounds to the local economy, although Africa spent millions on preparing the country for such a big event to hosted in the country. Africa had to spend millions to regenerate areas which needed a big lift, the first thing visitors were going to see during their stay and experience at the World Cup is the surroundings of where they are. To make South Africa a new popular regenerated destination would be based on how well the regeneration works and whether or not visitors would come back to the same destination. Even though South Africa has improved since the World Cup the country still lives with scars according to TheConversation Online. It was important for South Africa, according to the article to ‘maximise tourism value and to ensure maximum benefits from the opportunity of branding the country as a powerful destination.’ This was one of the many key objectives to ensure that they would be remembered in sporting and FIFA world cup history.
Mega events are starting to become more and more popular with sports tourism growing due to this. The 2010 World Cup proved that sports tourism can be huge and bring visitors into new and different host cities. With the World Cup being held in Africa would have resulted in mega media coverage all over the world. With media coverage all over the world it would boost the knowledge of the urban renewal of South Africa.

The second article is the Economic impacts on local areas. Each weekend all over the United Kingdom the article states that a sport event will take places whether it’s a Premier football game or an amateur swimming competition. The article have four different types of events throughout it, type A, irregular one – off, major international events such as the Olympic Games and Football World Cup. Type B, Major spectator events which include the Rugby Six Nations and Wimbledon. Type C events are irregular one-off major international competitor events, World and European Championships in any and all sports. Finally, type D major competitor events e.g National Championships in most sports. The United Kingdom’s economy highly on mega sports events. It brings in big business as local areas and cities, food and drink are major items of expenditure. The main thing visitors will rely on is having food and drinks while the travel for mega and minor events which is a way to bring in money to the local economies. According to the article food and drink is the most important category, it generates around 42% of the money brought in during sport events. This goes to show that when sport events are taking place regardless of the size are located closely to restaurants, pubs and fast food places. The second biggest expenditure was accommodation. Accommodation is needed when it comes to any type of event as people may need to travel from different regions of the United Kingdom. The article states that ‘with the exception of the WCSC (western countries swimming championships) each facility was within walking distance of local shops and restaurants providing an opportunity to generate secondary expenditure.’ 
‘Internationally, much has been made of the economic benefits associated with hosting sport events.’ Stated by the article. This point goes to show that sport events are a main gateway for visitors and locals to spend money in any country they go to. With events being run it can generate in a host community, Hautbois stated that there are many negatives and positives when it comes to event in local communities. It can bring in new variety of tangible and intangible products to local areas which will benefit locals and other businesses. Hautois also stated ‘ Non-mega sport events appear to provide opportunities for more positive social impacts and outcomes for host communities compared to mega events.’ This is because non-mega events have impacts and can create more jobs and opportunities for locals to get involved with running the events.

Both these articles have similar points which pull the both articles together. Both articles can agree that overseas visitors will contribute to the local economies, whether they are spending it on accommodation or spending it on food and beverages. With people travelling to countries they are able to help benefit the local economies with staying and using local hotels. B and b’s and food places. The first and second article have both included that mega-events and non-mega events have media coverage whether it is large or small, each bit of coverage will help them. For example if a friendly football match was to take place, media coverage can go a long way. With coverage in small areas and locations which have been regenerated, media coverage can help potential visits see a different side and more improved destination. With people seeing a new and improved destination it will also be able to entice new people to the destination. Both articles advertise the importance of sport whether it is a mega-event or not. They can also encourage people to start participating in amateur sporting events. Whether it’s a small area or newly regenerated country/ small part of the country. Sport events are able to increase the pride that the locals and visitors feel towards where they live or travel too. For example people who live in South Africa they are able to feel proud of the fact FIFA World Cup was held in their country, they can finally stand out for something and be proud of what they created.




Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude both articles show that mega-events and non-mega events have impacts on the economy. They bring in a range of different visitors from all over the world and both benefit from this. Both articles are able to state how different events are able to benefit in different ways. Each article has various amounts of information and statistics which help support each article. With both articles consisting on whether or not events have an impact on economies they both are able to support what they are saying in a clear way. With article one about Mega events it is able to say how South Africa regenerated to meet the needs and standards of the world cup and how it is able to attract people. Article two shows how even non-mega events are able to benefit small local areas and cities even though the events do not have much coverage than what an event such as the world cup would receive.
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