


Crime prevention is known as different things to different people, and they are usually programs and policies that have been designed to prevent crime which has been known to include the police making arrests as part of the operation. Often people know crime prevention as something that refers to efforts by local authorities to reduce or prevent crime or criminal offending in the first instance before the offense has been committed. Crime prevention is known as the fourth pillar of crime reduction, and it distinctly draws attention to crime prevention as the more accurate approach to the more traditional responses to crimes (Walsh, 2012). Crime prevention is a process that is often used in trying to reduce the amount of crime that an area has whether this may involve increasing the security that places have or educating citizens about the different crimes which can also be a huge part of this initiative and by doing this it can help get the public involved in observing what goes on the streets and reporting them to the local police can also be a huge part of crime prevention (Brighton, 2022). 
There is a main crime prevention technique that tends to be used known as ‘The general play’ and this was created by using the three main principles of effective crime prevention from the research and evidence that had been collected. This technique is used to target efforts in specific areas where crime levels are higher than others such as alleyways and intersections, this is because approximately 50% of crimes in cities happen in less than 5% of the addresses and streets where the person lives and in places that are suburban or rural this can be even higher. This is also used for identifying the hot spots and the hot times where crimes are taking place therefore, they can anticipate where repeat offenders and victims will be and where high-risk situations will be, this is because proactive solutions are better than reactive ones (Koper, 2017). 
Hot Spot policing is based on the theories about crime, where they treat places like addresses, street segments, or other small geographical areas as their point of analysis (Kochel, 2019). This is also a strategy that the police use to target their resources and activities to the places where crime is highly concentrated, this is a strategy is used when crime levels are especially high in smaller locations rather than in bigger neighbourhoods, where they take their resources and use them in hot spots so that they can aim to prevent crimes in those specific areas and potentially in the coming years reduce the crime levels overall in the wider geographical area. However, this is not a strategy that specifically uses interventions or tactics instead, they use whether the activity is being targeted to high locations of crime, and the activities that should be used for this intervention as such are police patrols and aggressive disorder enforcement also known as crackdowns (Policing, 2021). Hot-Spot policing has been known to be very effective for place-based crime reduction and it is highly proven that hot-spot policing can deter and reduce crime as well as put community trust and legitimacy back in the community when it is executed correctly (MCgrew, 2019). Hot-Spots policing statistically generates small reductions in crime overall in areas where the strategy has been implemented, these crime control preventions have been evident across the specific crimes which include drug offenses, disorder offenses, property crimes, and crimes relating to violence (Anthony A. Braga, 2019).  
Hot-Spot policing has also been used to come up with 16 techniques that can be used in helping crime prevention.
· Increasing the effort – Target hardening, Steering locks, Anti-robbery screens, Access control, and Entry phones 
· Increasing the risk – Entry/exit screening, baggage screening, merchandise tags, formal surveillance, and CCTV 
· Reducing the reward – Target removal, removable car radios, identify the property and product serial numbers. 
· Removing excuses- Rule setting, Customs declaration, hotel registration, stimulating conscience, and roadside speed displays (West Yorkshire Police, 2022). 
Problem-orientated policing is another crime prevention technique where police diagnose and solve problems that are increasing the risks of crime, and this is used in areas that are seeing high levels of crime, problem-orientated policing is making sure that there is a challenge for agencies which is ensuring that they need to be able to diagnose and solve the wider range of crimes that are causing problems and there are paths that are already established as well as the common types of solutions (Rand, 2022).  Problem-orientated policing is an approach that police take to figure out and target interventions rather than make an intervention in itself and it is shown that problem-orientated policing is a small meaningful effort that has a direct impact on crime and disorder and it is shown that problem-orientated policing has led to a 33.8% of reduction in crime and disorder (Lum, 2022). Problem-orientated policing is used more in poverty-stricken areas, and it is used for crimes such as criminal damage, violent crimes, and in some cases robbery (Raudenbush, 2001). 
Evidence-Based policing is being used as a method to help the police make decisions about what works, and which strategies help to accomplish the police missions and the ones that are most effective and cost-efficient.  There are three tasks that make up the ‘triple T’ strategy of policing which are targeting, testing, and tracking, and the resources used for this are increasingly guided by statistics in evidence (Sherman, 2013). The ‘triple t’ strategy has three elements that have been for the police, the first one is targeting and this is used when the police need to figure out how they apply and conduct good research to help them target more resources on the more predictable concentrations, the next one is testing and this is used when the police chase their targets that are classed as high priority and they should use this to review or conduct tests of the different police methods as this works best to reduce harm, the final element is tracking and this is used when police agencies use research to target their tested practices, as they should generate and use the internal evidence to help track daily delivery (PAPADIMITRAKOPOULOS, 2017). Targeting was the focus on gun violence within hot-spot locations more specifically where homicide is happening on a continuous basis, this is known as hyper-local policing which relies heavily on police being visible in the hot spot locations, and testing was used to put a stop to more and more people using handguns and they did this by increasing patrol times and visibility of officers in all hot spots, tracking was used to track the police through GPS when they were doing patrols so that this information could be fed back in the form of a report every two weeks. The main challenge was getting the policy decisions being “doomed to success”, there are pressures to make sure that all policies sound like they can become successful by if more research was carried out by the police this will provide data to help decide what works best while applying the ‘Triple T’ strategy (Sherman, 2013). 
The sara model is also a key crime prevention technique that police rely heavily on, and it is commonly used as a problem-solving method, which contains Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment. 
· Scanning- This is used for identifying the key problems that keep reoccurring that are causing concern to the police and the public by also identifying the consequences of that problem to the community and the police. It helps the police to prioritize those problems by developing bigger goals and acknowledging that those problems exist. The police do this by determining how often the problem occurs and how long it’s been going on than they will select the problems for a closer look. 
· Analysis – This is where police will identify and understand different events and conditions that are leading to the problem by identifying data that is relevant and using that to research what is already known about that problem. Police will also take lead in how the problem is already being addressed and what the strengths of limiting it are, they will also narrow the problem as little as possible by identifying a load of different resources that can be of assistance in developing the understanding of the problem deeper. This also helps with developing a hypothesis about why the problem is continuing to occur. 
· Response- This is particularly used for coming up with new interventions and searching for what other communities are doing or have done to help solve a similar problem. The police will also use this to choose alternative interventions and outline a response plan by using people that are trustworthy and responsible which will then lead them to be able to play out the planned activities. 
· Assessment – This is used when the police determine whether a plan has been implemented and they will collect data that has been pre- and post-response. They will make sure that broad goals and objectives have been attained and will identify new strategies that they can use to help what the original plan was and then they will conduct an assessment to make sure that it has been effective (Arizona State University, 2022). 
When the police use the SARA model they are using this to not only prevent crime but to also prevent victimization which is the ultimate goal for police, the Sara model is a part of problem-orientated policing as they both have a response to successful times of addressing problems in the community, this has all lead to crime problems becoming short-lived because of the efforts the police are using and making to get these crime prevention techniques into different communities (Glenn, 2020). The S.A.R.A model is used to help reduce violent crimes such as knife crimes because the more they limit and tackle such a big problem the safer people and officers will feel in their communities (College of policing, 2021). 
Although most of the crime prevention techniques have been successful in one way or another there are also some challenges that come with the implementation of these techniques. The main challenge that is faced with crime prevention is that there is a lack of willingness on the part of the community to be cooperative with the police. However, there are also challenges outside of the force that has made it hard for the techniques to make a permanent stay, these include that there has been no change since 2014 and there has been a lack of time to be able to keep up to date with changes. There are limited resources that the police can use as there needs to be research that is locally relevant. There is also the challenge that people in communities do not know what evidence-based practice is because there is a lack of meaning and understanding amongst the public and there needs to be more capability between officers for the prevention techniques to be able to stick and get the community to cooperate (Waller, 2012). 
In conclusion, evidence-based policing has opened a wider door for the police to be able to create and put into practice different crime prevention techniques that can make people in the community feel safe again. It is not a secret that proactive strategies are better than reactive ones because proactive means that there is a willingness within the force to go out and do better for the community, this also gives more and better tools to work with so that they can keep developing ideas and strategies and they can gain better and more advanced tools to help them adjust to a wider approach to crime. Officers are often taught to rationalize the situations they come across and they have to study the act of the offender and why a particular crime might be happening, whereas if they had more support and more knowledge, they could take these techniques to the street and use them to be able to understand and deal with situations better as well as identifying higher crimes so they can focus more on them and bring crime rates down (Alfredo, 2022). 
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