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Script 
Good afternoon my name is Sophie Norman and I am the Families general Practitioner.  Thank you for inviting me to this child protection conference under section 47 of the children act 1989 and the children’s act 2004 regarding Leo. I also understand there are concerns due to their being a younger sister Jess in the household as well. I will share the relevant information from my primary care perspective, keeping the focus on the child’s health and well-being. NHS (2025) says that my role is to share any information that I identify as a safeguarding risk to a child or vulnerable individual whilst also remembering to share information appropriately to adhere to GDPR under the Data protection Act 2018. 
The first thing I would like to share is that the child and their sister are both registered at the practice and have been since they were born, I have reviewed their medical records and found that the child has attended all of their developmental checks and immunisations, there have been some issues concerning the child where they have attended the surgery on multiple occasions for upset stomachs after many tests there was no evidence found on the reason for the child to be having upset stomachs . The NSPCC (2014) states that continuous stomach-ache can be caused by abuse and stress within the family. I asked the mother to provide a daily diary of when the child was complaining of these upset stomachs and what they had eaten and drank that day. Once mum had shown this it proved that the child was not having enough water on a daily basis they were drinking 2 cups a day. Healthy children (2023) says that children that at 1 to 3 years old should be drinking at least 4 cups of water a day. I also saw that the child was drinking sugary fruit drinks daily as a substitute for water. UNICEF (1989) states article 24 under the United Nations convention on the right of the child means that every child has the right to a healthy life and health services, this includes having nutritious food and access to clean drinking water for them to have a healthy childhood and prevent disease and illnesses. 
The mother of Leo and Jess is also a patient in my practice surgery and while patient confidentiality is respected, in the context of section 47 safeguarding responsibilities I will be only sharing information that is required and relevant to the childs welfare and safety. 
Leo and Jess’s mother has a medical history of depression, this came after her second birth, the first birth with Leo didn’t have any complications, where as her birth with Jess started her medical diagnosis with depression. The NSPCC (2024) says some parents with mental health problems and also suffering with domestic abuse can lead to a greater risk of the children suffering domestic abuse or substance misuse. I have some concerns that domestic violence is happening within the home. Thames Valley Police (no date), say that some of the signs of domestic abuse include physical injuries, wearing heavy make-up or long clothing even during warmer weather to hide marks, someone who is withdrawn and unwilling to engage in friendly conversation and someone who is fearful and extremely apologetic. I have seen many of these with Leo and Jess’s mother I have seen bruising on her arms when coming into the surgery for appointments for either of the children and when I have asked her about them she has simply said that she knocked her arm on the doorframe, she is always apologetic for bringing the children into to see me for appointments and is fearful that she is taking up my time. I have never met nor heard about the unknown male myself and he is not registered at the practice with us. 
In conclusion from a primary care perspective, I have shared all the safeguarding information that is relevant about Leo, Jess and their mother. While the children’s health needs such as immunisations and development checks are being met, there is still some concern on the nutrition and hydration that Leo gets at home. Additionally, the children’s mother’s mental health history and observed signs of domestic abuse raise a concern for the children’s safety and well-being in the home. I believe a continued multi-agency support and assessment are essential to protect Leo and Jess’s welfare.
 Thank you. 
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