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	Title of Dissertation:
Teitl eich Traethawd Hir

	Religious (Religion, Values, Ethics: RVE) and sex education (Relationships and Sexuality Education: RSE) in Wales are now compulsory subjects with the removal of the parental right to withdraw their child(ren) from those lessons. An assessment of the legalities, practicalities, conflicts, and efficacy of both religious and sex education in schools, with reference to professionals, pupils and parents.

	Research Question
Cwestiwn Ymchwil

	· What are the issues and opportunities in teaching Religion, Values, Ethics: (RVE) and Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) in Welsh Schools?

	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

	· Aims:

· To assess the legal justification for the removal of a parent’s right to remove their child(ren) from both or either religious and sex education in Welsh schools.
· To better understand the arguments for compulsory religious and sex education in Welsh schools.

· To better understand the objections to the removal of the right of a parent to remove their child(ren) from religious and sex education in the child(ren)’s school.
· To assess the disparity between the requirements for Welsh maintained schools and others: private schools, faith schools, academies etc.

· Objectives:

· To reach an understanding of the reasons for compulsory sex education in Welsh schools.
· To reach an understanding of the reasons for compulsory religious education in Welsh schools.

· To reach an understanding of the arguments against compulsory sex education in Welsh schools.
· To reach an understanding of the arguments against compulsory religious education in Welsh schools.

· To ascertain the efficacy of sex education in schools to date, with reference to the Welsh government’s aims and objectives.

· To ascertain the efficacy of religious education in schools to date, with reference to the Welsh government’s aims and objectives.

· To contribute to the ongoing debate regarding compulsory religious and sex education in Wales.

	Dissertation Plan

	Literature Review
· Theme 1

· Education as a devolved power in Wales.  The timeline of both religious and sex education in Wales, leading to the now compulsory attendance of both subjects in Welsh schools. An overview of what is being taught in these subjects, and the aims and objectives of the Welsh government. 
· Theme 2

· The rights of the child to an education, and the rights of the parent according to the Human Rights Convention. 
· Theme 3

· Parent and campaigners’ objections to compulsory religious and sex education due to their rights, for example, as covered in the Equality Act 2010. Schools are providers of a public service and parents have protected characteristics which are legally protected, but which may conflict with what is being taught in these subjects.
· Theme 4

· Are the Welsh government’s aims and objectives for the religious and sex education in schools legitimate? Has the teaching of both subjects historically proven beneficial and in line with government’s aims and objectives for pupils’ learning?  Disparities between maintained and non-maintained schools.

Methodology

· Quan/qual

· N/A
· Why?

· N/A
· Which data collection methods?

· N/A
· Sample Size if appropriate 

· N/A
· Type of analysis

· N/A
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