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Discuss the importance and effectiveness of developing Assessment for Learning throughout the primary school, including critical analysis of personal implementation of one AFL strategy from Professional Teaching Experience

Assessment is a course to gather, record, interpret and to report information about the learner’s achievements and attainments (NCCA, 2018). Conducting summative and formative assessments in schools provide effective teaching and learning which is now delivered throughout education (Fautley and Savage, 2008). However, summative assessments have become problematic putting learners at a disadvantage with different learning styles not being addressed, providing inaccurate results (Teach Thought, 2018). Yet, providing summative assessments at the beginning and the end of their primary education would highlight the learner’s improvements far significantly than formative assessments (CCEA, 2018). On the other hand, formative assessments provide firm examples of different elements in order to improve the learning of the learners. Thus, the teachers will be able to identify where the learners are, what they need to do next and how this will be achieved (The Assessment Reform Group, 2002; Sadler, 1989). 

The concept of assessment for learning (AFL) was published by Black and Wiliam (1998). In this matter, four different elements of AFL have been considered: questioning, sharing criteria, feedback and, peer and self-assessment. Primarily, introducing AFL within schools has been found difficult. Several teachers have lacked understanding of the meaning of assessments. This is as a result of AFL being very diverse and no clear practices have been announced (Cizek, 2010). With the use of the word ‘assessment,’ many schools have prioritised the use of summative assessments as assessment is often associated with exams. In this matter, Black and Wiliam (1998) anguish the use of the word (Stewart, 2012). Nonetheless, Black and Wiliam (1998) outlined four main recommendations in order for AFL to be delivered with success. Learners should be given the opportunity to receive additional time to think and answer questions, should be provided constructive comments, should be encouraged to assess each other’s work and should be involved in designing the success criteria. 

Vygotsky (1978) highlights that learners will begin to use their zone of proximal development in order to process their next steps in their learning from the implementations of AFL strategies. This process allows independent learning which is necessary within primary schools. Currently, too much teaching and learning consists of teacher lead-instructions. Therefore, implementing AFL within schools is crucial in order to have a variation in the learner’s learning (Black and Wiliam, 1998). Furthermore, this process is constant which allows the teacher to regulate the learning and understanding within the classroom (Marshall, 2002). As a result of this, introducing AFL is potent, with opportunity to raise the standards of the learning, especially for lower attaining pupils. However, several studies have shown that this is not effective to some individuals. 30% of learners from a study showed a negative impact from an AFL strategy used within a school (Kluger and DeNisi, 1996). 

Evidently, implementing a range of AFL strategies allow learners to understand excellent outcomes and ways in which this can be achieved (Hatties, 2009). One effective whole group AFL strategy is known as ‘pose, pause, pounce, bounce.’ A question is posed by the teacher: sufficient time are given to the children: the learner will pounce an answer: learner can challenge their peers (Grigg, 2010). This is a questioning strategy, but one in which highlights three of the four elements composed by AFL: questioning, self-assessment and feedback. This implementation is important as this provides instant feedback to the teacher, which can support the pace of the learning (Hopkins, 2009). Consequently, this allows the teacher to adapt their teaching and learning styles in order for the learners to understand. Using puppets to represent each of the stages allowed the learners to engage and visualise their learning was found useful within the Foundation Phase. For example, the character Tigger can be used to represent bounce as this is one of his favourite movements. These puppets might not be considered for Key Stage Two but should provide an environment which is positive, engagement in their own learning and promote plenty of thought and thinking. Adaptations to the questions can be made in order to adapt this strategy within each phase.

Pose, pause, pounce bounce has been found effective when implemented within the Foundation Phase. This strategy can be used throughout lessons to observe the understanding of all the learners and to ensure that learners are able to achieve their full potential. Using AFL within the classroom can provide an additional eight months of teaching and learning each year (William, 2009). However, the opposing view is delivered by Hatties (2009). He believes that feedback to both the individual and teacher is the element which bring fundamental improvements to learning. He believes that feedback has a greater significance and importance to be delivered as an AFL strategy (Hatties, 2009). In contrast, written feedback from marking received by the teachers often lack detail. Moreover, young learners lack the skills required in order to read this feedback, impacting on their learning with no further guidance received (OFSTED, 1996). 

Although it is believed that questioning delivers feedback to the individual, this is uncertain. As witnessed, teachers do not often evaluate and extend the answers of the learners. This is as a result not wanting to emphasise that the answer by the learner is incorrect. In contrast, observations from the use of questioning strategy can be used in order to plan future lessons or future interventions to support certain individuals, seen to be an essential part of teaching (Black et al, 2006; Pollard, 2014). Notably, questioning not only provides opportunity for the teacher to measure their cognitive but also the learner’s physical responses (Morgan and Saxton, 2002). From this, the teacher can engage and allow learners to participate accordingly, a useful strategy delivered within PTE. 

Communication is the true foundation of learning which can be achieved through the implementation of AFL strategies. Dialogue teaching is necessary, which enhances the learner’s knowledge and understanding, confidence and engagement (Alexander, 2008) Moreover, through dialogue, this is when learners understand what they are aiming for and how they are going to achieve this, being a key aim of AFL strategies (Pollard, 2014). From experience, having the opportunity to communicate is beneficial when teaching the Foundation Phase. Some learners within this phase rely on communication more than others, with many less advanced to use the skills of reading and writing. Implementing a range of AFL strategies is therefore beneficial. Questioning strategies allow learners to interact with the teachers, which is believed to be what matters the most to young learners (Lee-Corbin and Denicolo, 1998). Furthermore, assessing the learners through questioning is effective with the use of different types of questions that can be asked (Kerry, 1982). Despite this, this was found difficult within PTE. Ensuring that each of the learners are asked is absurd due to the shortage of time. 

Effective understanding will acquire the teacher to set questions at different cognitive levels. As initial knowledge is developed, learners can be challenged with higher order thinking questions. Hence, pose, pause, pounce, bounce provides the opportunity to differentiate the learning of the individuals (Black and Wiliam, 1998). Bloom’s Taxonomy can be studied in order to introduce questioning. Three domains have been considered (cognitive, affective and psychomotor) which grants differentiation, providing the opportunity to amend words used (Grigg, 2010; Bloom, 1956). On the opposing hand, many teachers view this as a linear perception whereby the learners move along the diagram. In order for the learners to understand, they must understand the underlying concepts first. Thus, this should not be a higher-level thinking skills as each stage as important as its previous (Edglossary, 2014). Due to the six different foundations, remembering these words were found difficult, especially to word questions differently to scaffold the learning of the learner. Furthermore, some words are weasel, providing it difficult to measure. However, learners might feel valid when questions are answered correctly. Donaldson (2015) states that individuals should be healthy, confident individuals. 

This strategy ensures that efficient time is implemented which is important within primary schools. It is recorded that learners take up to eleven seconds to form an answer (Irvine and Garling, 2018). With this strategy requiring the teacher to wait, they increase the participation of the learners and reduces the chances for failure. Providing time allowed learners contained more detail than in previous times when concluding their answers within PTE. This is important in order to ensure that the learners thrive (Black et al, 2006). Bruner (1996) argues that implementing time into learning ensures that the learners are provided the opportunity to think. From this, they are able to truly understand which can only be achieved with time. However, during PTE, this was found challenging with this disregarded at times. Estyn (2011) encompasses the shortfall delivery of teachers improving their thinking skills of young learners. No justification can be delivered with local authorities providing training for this to be executed. 

As seen within the Foundation Phase, learners often interrupted the silence, providing the answer too soon. Additionally, several of the learners were eager to answer questions, raising their hands which became a challenge. Discouragement of the use of hands up was addressed during PTE. William found that 25% of individuals did not participate when this technique was used (Doc Zoo, 2012). From this, this strategy moves away from initiation, response and evaluation proposed by the teacher (Solution Tree, 2009). This ensures that the teacher observes and addresses the understanding of the learners for each of the lessons. In this case, this effectively allows teachers to directly focus on individuals who did not understand the task. 

On the contrary, humanists believe that the needs of the learners should be considered. Research suggests that school systems destroy the emotions of young people, emphasised in Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (McLeod, 2017). As argued by Holt (1964), learners should only be assessed when they are comfortable. In contrast, as argued by constructivists, learners learn best by carrying out activities and should require understanding throughout. Here the learners have the opportunity to think for themselves. Questioning strategies allow learners to connect between new and old learning which is required in order for learners to progress in their learning. As highlighted by Piaget (1936) cognitive development is as a result of producing knowledge from experiences and the environment around them. They construct understanding through constructing understanding of what they already know with what they do not. From this, interaction with others allow the learners to develop their understanding further in the delivery of AFL used.  Watson (1924) highlights that repetition of questioning will allow the learners to allow the learners to remember this information effectively.  

This highlights that AFL provides opportunity for failure and risk taking, something in which high-achieving learners lack (Dweck, 2006). As a result of the teacher presents opportunity for mistake, this allows learners to achieve their full potential. Moreover, the learners will be able to improve their outcomes in the future, something which is necessary, delivered by the use of AFL. Positively, after time the learners will develop their confidence of themselves around others (Cambridge Assessment, 2018). Providing an environment where the learners feel valid and safe is important, despite their belief on failure. This is seen difficult within the Foundation Phase with learners less understanding on the situation. Some learners may react negatively as a result of providing the incorrect answer. Should this happen, the teacher must react in a positive way to ensure that they participate in the near future. 

Implementing AFL strategies within primary schools will require time and practise to achieve the best outcomes. Outstanding teachers will be able to question and challenge individuals with open ended questions in order for the learners to achieve their full potential (Smith, 2005; Gershon, 2013). In essence, AFL strategies implemented within schools will overcome this with a wide range of strategies to choose from, taken account of the policy of the school. This approach needs to be prioritised throughout the school for maximal progress of the learners to be present (Black et al, 2006). Estyn (2011) found that there has been a weakness from observing learners within schools, which becomes problematic to identify the learners progress. As seen, introducing pose, pause, pounce, bounce within PTE was found difficult with the learners not being familiar with this strategy. 

To conclude, implementing AFL strategies within primary schools is a continuous progress, one in which can raise the standards of the teaching within schools with a wide variety of strategies to develop. Furthermore, implementing AFL within schools can also allow learners to ‘close the gap’ by learners identifying what they know and how their learning can be progressed (Sadler, 1989). In addition, AFL strategies such as questioning identify all aspects of the industrial core: teaching and learning strategies, student engagement and the curriculum. This is important to provide learners with an effective education which can be integrated within every subject or areas of learning (Hopkins, 2009). Although implications are met when introducing different strategies, personal experience supports that AFL used within primary schools are an effective way to observe and assess the learners. Positively, many of these AFL strategies do not require funding provided by schools.
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