In-Class Activity: Prison Placement Decision-Making
Task Title: Which Category? Making Prison Classification Decisions

Learning Outcomes
By completing this activity, you will be able to:
· Differentiate between Categories A, B, C and D prisons.
· Apply prison security classifications to offender case studies.
· Evaluate the relationship between risk, security and rehabilitation.
· Critically consider the effectiveness of prison categorisation.

Background Information
The prison system in England and Wales classifies prisoners according to the level of security required to manage the risk they pose to the public and the likelihood of escape.
· Category A: Prisoners whose escape would be highly dangerous to the public or national security.
· Category B: Prisoners who do not require Category A conditions but for whom escape must be made very difficult.
· Category C: Prisoners who cannot be trusted in open conditions but are unlikely to attempt escape.
· Category D: Open prisons for prisoners assessed as low risk and suitable for resettlement.

Task 1: Classify the Prisoner
Read each profile and decide which security category would be most appropriate.
Prisoner A
A 42-year-old individual has been convicted of leading an organised crime group responsible for multiple large-scale drug trafficking operations. Intelligence suggests the individual maintains significant criminal contacts outside prison and possesses resources that could facilitate an escape.
Category: __________
Reasons for your decision:



Prisoner B
A 28-year-old is serving a sentence for burglary offences. During a previous sentence, the individual absconded from temporary release and was returned to custody several days later.
Category: __________
Reasons for your decision:



Prisoner C
A 35-year-old is serving a sentence for robbery. Prison records indicate good behaviour and engagement with education programmes. However, risk assessments suggest the individual is not yet suitable for open conditions.
Category: __________
Reasons for your decision:



Prisoner D
A 55-year-old is nearing the end of a sentence for fraud. The individual has an exemplary prison record, completed rehabilitation programmes and is assessed as posing a low risk of absconding.
Category: __________
Reasons for your decision:



Task 2: Discussion Questions
Discuss the following questions with your group.
1. What factors should determine a prisoner's security category?
2. Should a prisoner's category change during their sentence? Why?
3. What are the consequences of placing a prisoner in: 
· a category that is too high?
· a category that is too low?



