



This assignment will evaluate why victims do not report their crimes, ensuring that figures and case studies are included to strengthen any arguments made. There will be case examples of real-life crimes whilst including different thoughts and opinions on the matter.

The Crime Survey for England and Wales suggests that only 40% of crimes are reported (crime survey). Robert F. Kidd (1984) set out three reasons for a lack of reporting; “victim fear, feelings of helplessness and the perceived powerlessness of police, and the threat of further victimization from authorities”. Kidd elaborates by suggesting victims view reporting as ineffective and expensive.

Victims may not report crimes because of vulnerability. The College of Policing defines vulnerability as “ A person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care or protect themselves, or others, from harm or exploitation.” An example is a child. Children do not always understand what constitutes a crime or the means to report it. It is likely that a child will fear the repercussions of reporting a crime, that is, damaging their reputation and implications for family members. In 2013/14 police statistics revealed that there were 23,772 recorded crimes against children under the age of sixteen (Beckett, H 2014).

Research on teenage partner violence concluded that 31% of girls and 16% of boys had experienced some level of sexual violence in their relationships (Barter et al., 2009). The Crime Survey for England and Wales reported that 15% of children report their crimes to local authorities and found that it is increasingly common for them to tell their teacher or someone they trust (Victim support).

Improving a child’s understanding and level of knowledge regarding crime plays a vital role in ensuring crime is reported. It is easy to hold the opinion that The Department for Education should allow time for teachers to address these issues and deliver content that focuses on crimes, who to report them to, and what to do while promoting trust in professionals. Children should also be reminded of their rights as human beings and their right to safety. The College of Policing ensures that every member of the staff is continuously being trained on engagement with young people and children, ensuring that they understand how to be respectful and age-appropriate. This should encourage children to report their crimes and obtain the help they need going forward (College of Policing 2014).


An example of victims not reporting their crimes would be the victims of Jimmy Savile. Savile was a paedophile who committed sexual offences on around 1,000 boys and girls (Boffey, D 2014). It is said that many of Savile’s victims were laughed at and ignored when they came forward and expressed that he had sexually assaulted them. Some victims were told that they were “lucky someone like Jimmy Savile had paid attention to them” (The Newsroom 2014). Caroline Moore, who was assaulted by Savile when she was a hospital patient aged 13, believes something similar could happen again and reveals many knew what Savile was up to (The Newsroom 2016). Another reason for not reporting was that the victims were said to have felt an ‘overwhelming belief’ that they would not have believed if they came forward and reported. Victims also stated that they would not have reported if others had not come forward first. Several victims reported to hospital staff and no action was taken whilst others reported to the police and received the same response and lack of efforts to prevent this further (Halliday, J 2014). 

A potential reason for the lack of reporting could be that the victims are unaware that a crime has occurred. Although the victims were mostly between the ages of 13-15, It is believed that the youngest victim was aged two. It is improbable that a two-year-old is aware of what constitutes a crime(Sky News 2014).

In 2012, a criminal investigation called Operation Yewtree was conducted. The aim of this study was to examine the allegations made against Savile after the television documentary about him was released. Five women came forward after the documentary, stating that Savile had also abused them between 1968 and 1974. The documentary also implied that some staff members had previously heard allegations made about Savile yet did not take action (Crime and investigation, nd). It was revealed that 450 people came forward, and 73% of allegations were made by people under the age of 18 years. The age range of the individuals was 8-47. However, 82% were female and aged between 13 and 16 years. When Savile was between the ages of 40 and 50, he offended the most. There were “126 indecent acts reported and 34 rape/penetration offences’’. Jimmy Savile was thought to have been ‘’ hiding in plain sight and using his celebrity status and fundraising activity to gain uncontrolled access to vulnerable people across six decades” (Gray and Watt 2013, p.5).
Adding to the fact young people may not realise a crime is taking place, County lines is an example.County lines is a criminal exploitation whereby young people and children can be threatened and blackmailed to commit criminal activity for an individual. This tends to include crimes involving drugs and weapons and can include the theft of someone’s bank account details (missing people and).

Domestic violence is a crime which goes unreported. Reasons for this may include; embarrassment, fear of making it worse, victim blaming, lack of understanding (this could be due to age or learning disabilities) and a lack of faith in local authorities (Vukmirica, M 2022). Women tend not to report domestic abuse, especially when it occurs at home. HMIC (2014) set out that domestic abuse ‘occurs primarily at home’. It is common for women not to report domestic abuse, even in a one-to-one in-person interview (ONS, 2015). It is estimated that 1.6 million women aged 16-74 years experienced domestic abuse in 2019 (ONS, 2020).

Being a victim can be seen as problematic due to the difficulties of defining what a ‘victim’ is. Von Hentig (1948) believes that “the normal person against whom the victim was to be measured was the white, heterosexual man”, meaning that the offender is normally male. It could be thought that Hentig implies that men cannot be victims. This could partly explain why some of the victims do not report their crimes. It could be thought that men do not believe they can be a victim. Hazel Genn (1988) when discussing her own experience of the British Crime Survey stated that ‘’…events reported in the survey were not regarded as particularly remarkable. They were just part of life”. This too could explain the lack of reporting. One might believe It could be likely that other individuals believe that crime is just a part of life and feel as though they deserve it. 

A lack of trust and faith in the police could be a reason why victims do not report their crimes. In 2021, a police officer who worked for the metropolitan police kidnapped, raped, and murdered a young woman called Sarah Everard. Wayne Couzens, the convict, burnt her body and disposed of it in a river (Stevenson, P 2023). Couzens also shared indecent images of Sarah Everard. Victims of similar crimes may feel put off from reporting due to incidents like this. The Metropolitan police are taking measures to secure safety, implementing 650 new officers into crowded public spaces where women feel unsafe, reviewing any sexual misconduct allegations made against their officers, etc. Although these measures are in place, women still lack trust in police. The End Violence Against Women Coalition found that 47% of women have lacked trust in the police since the Sarah Everard case. It was also found that 76% of women and 71% of adults believe there needs to be a change in policing culture to respond more adequately to violence towards women. It is said that 10% of women are now less probable to report any sexual offences to local authorities like the police, since the case of Sarah Everard. Finally, 65% of people say that there needs to be more cooperation from the government to help prevent acts of violence against girls and women (Geoghegan, S, 2021).

Police Officer David Carrick, who worked for the Metropolitan Police, admitted to 49 criminal acts. 24 of these acts were rape against 12 women over the period of 18 years. It can be said that the victims of Carrick were let down by the police service. Assistant Commissioner Gray said “We let them down and we failed to identify a man in the ranks of the metropolitan Police Service who carried out the most awful sentences… I am truly sorry for the harm and devastation he has caused them”. This Is an example of how the police have let victims down. It suggests that the police can be criminals too and questions how people are supposed to trust them when information such as this comes to light.

Victims may fail to report their crimes due to previous bad experiences with the police. In 2018, it was reported that young black males were “19 times more likely to be stopped and searched in London.” It was said that young black males between the ages of 18-24 are more likely to undergo a stop and search than a white male who is within the same age range (Dodd, V 2020). This could stop a victim from reporting their crimes out of fear of being disregarded or ‘brushed off’. It could be thought that if a black male is a victim of crime, they will refrain from reporting due to fear of a lack of effort put in by the police.

Lastly, a reason why victims do not report could be because they think the police are overstretched. It can be said that victims feel they are bothering the police with their problems and feel the police have bigger issues. “Some victims feel it is pointless to involve the police if there has been no person injury… others feel it is too time-consuming”. This could suggest that victims have little to no faith in the police (VictimSupportNI nd).

To conclude, there are many reason why victims do not report their crimes. It could be said that the police need to work hard to allow the public to build up the trust for them. One might think that there is room for improvement and in order for the police to be more trusted, more of an effort could be made. This could be done in many ways. For example, more contact with victims, more research and monitoring on those who become part of the police, more meetings and demonstrations on how to appropriately treat people and in some cases, women especially. Furthermore, to allow victims to feel like they can discuss their problems and crimes with the police, it might be thought that there should be more positive media coverage. This could encourage more victims to speak up. 





























References:

Crime+Investigation UK. (n.d.). Operation Yewtree: How Jimmy Savile groomed the nation. [online] Available at: https://www.crimeandinvestigation.co.uk/articles/operation-yewtree-how-jimmy-savile-groomed-nation. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Balkan Diskurs. (2022a). Why does gender-based violence go underreported? [online] Available at: https://balkandiskurs.com/en/2022/02/25/gender-based-violence-underreported/#:~:text=Reasons%20for%20not%20reporting%20violence [Accessed 8 Mar. 2023].
Balkan Diskurs. (2022b). Why does gender-based violence go underreported? [online] Available at: https://balkandiskurs.com/en/2022/02/25/gender-based-violence-underreported/#:~:text=Reasons%20for%20not%20reporting%20violence. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Beckett, H. (2014). Suffering in silence: APPG for Victims and Witnesses of Crime. [online] Available at: https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/documents/files/Suffering%20in%20silence%20-%20Children%20and%20unreported%20crime.pdf. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Boffey, D. (2014). Revealed: how Jimmy Savile abused up to 1,000 victims on BBC premises. [online] the Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/media/2014/jan/18/jimmy-savile-abused-1000-victims-bbc. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
College of Policing (2021). Introduction to vulnerability-related risk. [online] College of Policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/vulnerability-related-risks/introduction-vulnerability-related-risk#:~:text=This%20states%20that%20a%20person. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
College of Policing. (n.d.). Staffing and the child abuse investigation unit. [online] Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/police-response-investigating-child-abuse/staffing-and-child-abuse-investigation-unit. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Crawford, A. and Goodey, J. (2019). Integrating a Victim Perspective within Criminal Justice. Routledge. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Crime+Investigation UK. (n.d.). Operation Yewtree: How Jimmy Savile groomed the nation. [online] Available at: https://www.crimeandinvestigation.co.uk/articles/operation-yewtree-how-jimmy-savile-groomed-nation. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Dodd, V. (2020). Young black males in London ’19 times more likely to be stopped and searched’. The Guardian. [online] 3 Dec. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/law/2020/dec/03/young-black-males-in-london-19-times-more-likely-to-be-stopped-and-searched. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
End Violence Against Women (2021). Almost half of women have less trust in police following Sarah Everard murder. [online] www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk. Available at: https://www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk/almost-half-of-women-have-less-trust-in-police-following-sarah-everard-murder/. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Hans von Hentig (1948). The Criminal & His Victim. Studies in the Sociobiology of Crime. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Holt, S., Overlien, C. and Devaney, J. (2017). Responding to Domestic Violence. Jessica Kingsley Publishers. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
KANTAR (2015). Crime Survey for England & Wales. [online] Crimesurvey.co.uk. Available at: https://www.crimesurvey.co.uk/en/AboutTheSurvey.html. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Kidd, R.F. and Chayet, E.F. (1984). Why Do Victims Fail to Report? The Psychology of Criminal Victimization. Journal of Social Issues, 40(1), pp.39–50. doi:https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4560.1984.tb01081.x. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
maintenance (n.d.). Working with young victims of crime. [online] Victim Support. Available at: https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-and-support/young-victims-crime/teachers-and-professionals/working-young-victims-crime/. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Missing People. (n.d.). What is county lines and child criminal exploitation? [online] Available at: https://www.missingpeople.org.uk/get-help/help-services/exploitation-and-county-lines/what-is-county-lines. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Office for National Statistics (2016). Intimate personal violence and partner abuse - Office for National Statistics. [online] Ons.gov.uk. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/compendium/focusonviolentcrimeandsexualoffences/yearendingmarch2015/chapter4intimatepersonalviolenceandpartnerabuse. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Stevenson, P. (n.d.). Without tougher Met reforms women cannot trust the police and cannot feel safe in London writes Patsy Stevenson. [online] LBC. Available at: https://www.lbc.co.uk/opinion/pasty-stevenson-met-reforms/ [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
The News Room. (2016) Jimmy Saville Inquiry [online] available at: https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/film-and-tv/jimmy-savile-inquiry-scots-victim-says-bbc-not-learned-lesson-1482036 [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].

The News Room. (2014) Jimmy Savile abuse victims ‘were laughed at’ [online[ available at: https://www.scotsman.com/news/uk-news/jimmy-savile-abuse-victims-were-laughed-1544126  [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].

University, L.T. (n.d.). Inquiry Operation Yewtree - Police Investigation into Sexual Abuse Allegations against Jimmy Savile - Inquiry - Historical Abuse Inquiries Internationally. [online] www.lib.latrobe.edu.au. Available at: https://www.lib.latrobe.edu.au/research/ageofinquiry/biogs/E000070b.htm. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Victim Support NI. (n.d.). Don’t Report? [online] Available at: https://www.victimsupportni.com/the-victims-journey/should-you-report-a-crime/dont-report/#:~:text=Some%20feel%20that%20the%20police. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Women's Aid (2022a). How Common Is Domestic abuse? - Womens Aid. [online] Womens Aid. Available at: https://www.womensaid.org.uk/information-support/what-is-domestic-abuse/how-common-is-domestic-abuse/. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].
Women's Aid (2022b). How Common Is Domestic abuse? - Womens Aid. [online] Womens Aid. Available at: https://www.womensaid.org.uk/information-support/what-is-domestic-abuse/how-common-is-domestic-abuse/. [Accessed 4 Mar. 2023].

