Experimental Evaluation
One of the first online studies I participated in (SWAN_credit_DG) asked me to select my favourite character from an animated media, after some thought, I settled on the character of Rex from Star Wars: The Clone Wars.  This was followed by a questionnaire about how I related to this character’s traits, goals and my feelings about what happens to the character, taken from The Audience-Persona Interaction Scale (Auter & Palmgreen, 2000).  A second questionnaire asked about my personality traits, and a final one required me to rate aspects of my perceived loneliness as taken from the Revised UCLA Loneliness Scale (Russell, Peplau & Curtona, 1980).  Due to the personal and sensitive nature of the questions being asked, there was a potential that I could have been left uncomfortable about what my data was truly being used to discover, however, the debrief sheet revealed that the study’s true purpose was to determine if introversion/extroversion levels in individuals had any correlation to the intensity of parasocial relationships towards fictional characters and any omitted information was cleverly done so to get answers free from foresight or bias regarding the parasocial aspect.  As someone who often contemplates their own loneliness and also watches lots of fictional media, I felt obliged to answer these questionnaires with integrity and honesty as I knew I could be a key piece of data for this specific study and wished for the researcher’s results to be as conclusive as possible so they could best answer the interesting question being raised. 
Another uniquely interesting lab study I participated in (SWAN_Credit_DP1) required me to answer three short questionnaires about my personality traits as well as my attitudes towards material possessions, I was then presented with an on-screen piece of abstract art by a “famous” artist and was asked about what emotional response I felt towards the piece and how much I would pay for it, to which I answered low for both.  Once again, my answers were completely honest as I personally have no strong feelings towards abstract art in general, however, I believe that the researcher may receive a wide variety of responses.  During the debrief, the researcher revealed a physical copy of the artwork and said the study aimed to determine differences in attitudes between physical and digital media and what types of individuals may be more inclined to purchase NFTs. Whilst discussing the implications of this study, I further realised the validity of my questionnaire scores was even more important as there is currently very little research and literature on the relatively new concept of NFTs and this experiment could be among the first of a new branch of research. 
Both of these experiments used slight deception to avoid revealing too much about the study and prevent foresight bias, however, the debriefs appropriately informed me of the true nature of the studies and gave me the option to withdraw my data if I wished, in accordance with the BPS ethical guidelines (BPS, 2021).  Both studies left me intrigued about the implications of the researcher’s findings and I believe that the design of both was appropriate in answering the research questions as I walked away confident that my data would prove valuable and remain secure and confidential.   
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