There are three voyages listed within the Slave Voyages database for the ship Hannibal: one in 1694, the second in 1723 and the final one in 1785. This research shall focus solely upon Hannibal’s 1694 voyage simply because there is more information available regarding this voyage than any of its other journeys included within the database. To increase readability, unless specified otherwise all research is taken from the webpage sited within the following footnote.[footnoteRef:1]                                                                                                                                 	According to the database, Hannibal’s 1694 voyage across the Atlantic began in London on 25th October 1693. Whilst I am inclined to believe this is accurate due to the extensive list of primary sources included at the end of the database, it is important to note that several online sources (the British Radical History Group’s webpage, for instance) write that the Hannibal’s voyage began on 5th September 1693.[footnoteRef:2] Unfortunately, the archived material referenced within the database has not been digitised by The National Archives at Kew, making me unable to cross-reference the dates: I have thus included both for accuracy. Hannibal’s first stop on its journey was in Whydah, Ouidah – a city off the coast of West Africa within the Republic of Benin – to purchase slaves. Captive embarkation began on 25th January 1694, and a total of 634 slaves were carried from the first port to the second port in the Gold Coast of Guinea where fifty more captives were procured. The database lists the date Hannibal and its crew departed with the captives as 27th July 1694: this is the date in which the ship departed Africa altogether with the aim of selling their captives in the West Indies. A quick calculation on the SeaRates website shows that the journey between Benin and the Gold Coast takes just over 4 days in a modern ship travelling at 14 knots. The Hannibal, being a ship with full sails, could perhaps do somewhere between 5-20 knots per hour (weather dependant) which would take a minimum of 12 days travelling at the slowest speed.[footnoteRef:3] This fits in with the timeline stated, as that would allow for roughly two months per port procuring captives for trade as well as travel time in-between. Before the Hannibal crossed the Atlantic it stopped at the island of São Tomé, with no other stops recorded before landing in Barbados on 4th November 1694. 							There were 700 captives who were intended to be purchased in Africa before Hannibal set sail to Barbados, and according to the database 700 were indeed taken onto the ship. Hannibal weighed 450 tonnes – this works out to be 1.55 captives per tonne, well below the standard for the period.[footnoteRef:4] However, the database says that only 634 slaves were carried from the first port with an additional fifty taken at the second, making a total of 684. The figure of 700 is labelled with the acronym ‘IMP’ which informs the reader that the figure has been corrected by an algorithm: it may not reflect the real values. Further investigation would be needed to verify the figures. Regardless, multiple sources verify the databases’ statistics on how many slaves died during transit, and the database allows the reader to cross-reference data with the primary sources directly: therefore, we can wholeheartedly assume that the following data is correct.[footnoteRef:5]  The Slave Voyages database infers 372 slaves arrived at Barbados, meaning that 47% (an estimated 328) of them died during the crossing. This could be a result of ‘filthy conditions [that] ensured endemic gastro-intestinal diseases’ spread amongst the captives; it was not unusual for anywhere ‘between 12 and 13 percent of those embarked’ to perish on the journey.[footnoteRef:6] Men made up 66% of enslaved peoples on this voyage and women 26.9%, with girls at 1.3% and boys at 5.6%. The database presents a rather impersonal view of the trauma these people endured during the one-hundred days they were trafficked, but also before and after their arrival in Barbados. It is, however, unsurprising that so many captives died: typically, once the captives arrived onboard ‘the sexes were separated, kept naked, packed close together, and the men were chained for long periods’.[footnoteRef:7] There is no definitive information regarding the identities of the enslaved peoples, highlighting the limitations historians face when undertaking research into the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. Thus, finding out more information about their identities would need to be a focus when completing an in-depth study, with primary sources needing to be consulted. 		Hannibal’s captain at the time of this voyage was a man named Thomas Phillips. Whilst there are six separate journeys attached to the name ‘Thomas Phillips’, none appear to be connected to Hannibal’s captain.[footnoteRef:8] He commanded a crew of 70 men and there are no records of any crewmembers’ deaths within the database. There are, again, conflicting accounts on how many men died during the voyage; some sources say fourteen in total, whilst others say anywhere between five and thirty-six men died from disease or battles at sea.[footnoteRef:9]  The ship itself was owned by the Royal African Company. There are 26 other voyages from Africa to the Americas recorded for ships owned by the Royal African Company between the years 1693-1695, with a total of 10,052 slaves embarked for the Caribbean and Mainland North America during this period.[footnoteRef:10] This is a sharp decline from ten years earlier: there are 75 voyages recorded for Royal African Company ships between the years 1683-1685, and 19,395 slaves embarked for the Americas.[footnoteRef:11] Based on the sterling price of £21.77 for slaves during the period of 1693-1695 this decline creates a loss of £203,397.11 when compared to ten years earlier. Thus begins a steady decline of profits throughout the next few decades, with the company unable to recover profits to the extent seen prior to 1690.[footnoteRef:12]		The severe quantity of deaths onboard the Hannibal puts into perspective the overwhelming suffering the trans-Atlantic slave trade caused the Arican peoples even before disembarking. European expansion to the Americas and the desire for cheap labour for things like tobacco and cotton were the primary motivations for the European trading of slaves, and arguably seen as the easiest option to maintain the level of consumer demand for tropical produce and precious metals.[footnoteRef:13] Overall, the Slave Voyages database proves invaluable when conducting research into the trans-Atlantic slave trade. As an amateur historian it gives a clear direction as to not only what information has been discovered from primary sources, but also what gaps need to be filled with further study. [1:  The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade – Database’, Slave Voyages, n.d. <https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database> [accessed 1 December 2024].]  [2:  ‘Some insights into the lives of the crew onboard the slave ship Hannibal’, Bristol Radical History Group, 15 October 2024 <https://www.brh.org.uk/site/articles/should-society-memorialise-a-slave-trader/some-insights-into-the-lives-of-the-crew-onboard-the-slave-ship-hannibal/#comments> [accessed 1 December 2024].]  [3:  ‘Distance and Transit Time Calculator’, SeaRates, n.d. <https://www.searates.com/distance-time> [accessed 2 December 2024]
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