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In this module, doing history the past in practise, aside from the lectures there are four aspects that contributed to this course. The visit to the Roderic Bowen library, the graveyard tour, the national library of wales and the Ceredigion archives. These experiences have helped nurture ideas and skills that will be useful in the field of history. This module and the experience learned from it are mostly aimed at developing primary and secondary sources skills by providing the knowledge of where to find them and how to use then correctly.
          Graveyards can tell us a lot about history. For instance, from a graveyard we can tell if there was an earlier church to the one we see today. We know there was a previous church in the cemetery from the fact the graves by the south side of the church will not be dated earlier then 1822 as this was when the new church was built and the previous one demolished. Graveyards can also tell us a lot about the cultural history of the place it is in by observing the changes on the graves over the years.
          Graves do tell us more about how people lived then how they died. The only insight of their death from the gravestone is the date. To know how they died you would have to look up their death certificate. Their gravestone can tell us a lot about how they lived, were they wealthy, what was their profession, their family. For example, the tombstone of Benjamin Davies located in st Peters cemetery can tell us a lot about that person. For instance, we can tell he was a man of high status by the appearance of his grave. It is very expensive made of marble and right next to the church. We can also tell what kind of job he had. He probably worked in administration as in the 1890’s English was the language of administration. We can assume this was is job as the language on his tombstone was English in a time where the welsh language was widely spoken in wales. We can also suggest about the social situation of the time. For instance, we assume that Benjamin Davies had higher status then his wife who is just named as Anne with no last name. She is also listed below her husband even though she died before her husband. We can also assume they were religious as there is reference to faith on their grave such as a cross and the bible passages. 
           It is the people who have survived who decide which graves remain preserved and protected.  For instance, located in st peter’s cemetery is the grave of ‘John Williams’. He died in 1976 and had the most elaborate grave in the cemetery; a marble pillar with five pedestals and a covered urn on top. It was a surrounded by wrought iron gates. Even though his grave was probably one of the most expensive it does not mean it would be preserved and protected. He was a member of the gentry and hated by the people and as a consequence it was left to rot. On the other hand, the graves that have remained preserved are those who still have family members residing in the area as it is the living who look after the graves. An extension of this is that the members of the church who also insure that graves remain preserved for as long as they can although they have no obligation to do so.
          Graveyards are a sacred place but they are for the living and not the dead. It is a place where the living goes to remember, to learn and to reflect.  If graveyards remained untouched there would be no room to learn from the past nor would there be a place to remember.
          The Roderic Bowen library houses the university’s oldest printed books and manuscripts ranging from medieval to post medieval and documents from the mid nineteenth century onwards. The visit to the Rodrick Bowen Library enabled me to understand the range of primary and secondary sources available to use. From our visit to the library we were able to look at a range of primary and secondary sources relating to the university. For example, in a book displaying a collection documents there were numerous menu’s relating to events at the college. This was interesting as it provided something new that is a source that you wouldn’t typically think of. 
A problem of using these resources as handwriting from the nineteenth century can be particularly difficult to understand.  Furthermore, when handling manuscripts from the Roderic Bowen library you have to be careful as they are very old and it is unlikely that they have been digitalised on such a scale as the national library of wales. However, there are advantages of the Roderic Bowen library is that it holds such a vast collection of documents relating to saint David’s college. 
        On Thursday 3rd may as a class we took a trip to Aberystwyth to visit the national Library and the Ceredigion Archives. The national Library of wales is a copyright library which means it has the right to receive one copy of everything published free of charge.  It was established in 1907 and is constantly expanding. The national library was designed as a reference library which means you cannot take any materials kept there out of the library.  
Preservation is a big part of the work at the national library of wales. For instance, smaller artworks are backed onto acid free card so you are not touching the actual artwork but instead the acid free mounting. Photographs are placed in to an acid free sleeve and you are able to look through these photo’s without touching the photographs. The largest artworks are displayed in frames on the walls where there is free space. These paintings are often exhibited in special collection and paintings are often loaned out if requested by other library’s and museums. Maps are also stored in the national library. These are preserved by clear sheets that have been welded together to protect the maps. Maps have also been digitalised and are available online. Due to the work by the staff you are able to see maps from different time periods of the same place. 
          What is useful about the national library especially for students is everything is stored under one location. However, a con of providing materials in the same space is if there was a fire a lot of work could be lost. 
           However, the main problem with the national Library is that there is a lack of funding and a lack of space. A solution to the lack of space in the national library is too digitalise collections. For instance, newspapers before 1918 are scanned and uploaded which allows visitors to have online access.  
           The most valuable, rarest and oldest materials are kept in vaults underground. These are temperature monitored to help preserve these documents for future years. Although like many of the materials most of these items have also been digitalised to limit access to these documents. Furthermore, these vaults contain different fire prevention methods to the rest of the building. The vaults contain pipes that in the case of a fire would issue carbon monoxide into the vault to shut of the oxygen supply and extinguish the fire. 
           There are over six million books stored in the national library. 




          The Ceredigion archives contain documents relating to this particular county. The Ceredigion archives were set up in 1974. The Ceredigion archives houses maps, birth and death and marriage certificates, church records of baptisms and burials, wills and more. Whilst visiting the Ceredigion archives we were able to look at a few of the resources available to us. For instance, whilst there we looked at a will belonging to a man named john Bowen from the late 1700’s. This was particular interesting as even though it was about someone who had passed it told us a lot about the living and also what the person had owned. From there it would tell us a lot about his cultural and social situation.
              What was interesting about visiting these archives is we can see the transition of record keeping through the material kept in these archives, church records of baptisms and burials were the earliest written form of records that later evolved in to birth and death certificates. Visiting the Ceredigion archives provided an opportunity to see artefacts such as old money and medals. It showed that there were records kept in more than just paper.  A particular problem facing these archives is that not all documents survived. This is a particular problem when looking through particular documents and noticing that they have skipped a generation or two. Another problem with accessing the Ceredigion archives is that public records can have restricted access. Another thing to consider when using the Ceredigion archives is that not all the documents are in English as there were times in the past when welsh became more predominant in wales. 
             During the teaching sessions of doing history, the past in practise we have learned that sources can be more then written and how to understand them. We have also learned how to analyse texts in order to get the best information possibly. 
             During the lectures on Museums I learned how museums have evolved and their correlation with cities. Museums in the medieval period were mostly a collection of relics and they were heavily influenced by Christian theology. The idea of museums later evolved to collect everything. These were called cabinet of curiosities. They ranged from including taxidermy, natural history and fictional items such as unicorn horn’s. this had evolved from the discovery of the ‘new world’ and people desire to experience new ideas. The enlightenment in the 18th century gave new life to the idea of museums by making them more emphasised on scientific methods. This lecture also challenged me to realise that some primary and secondary sources you have now you wouldn’t have had a hundred years before. For example, there are no visitor books in the Victorian period, so we cannot know how many people visited museums then but in today’s era there are records known so future generations would be able to know how many people today would visit museums. 
         Our lectures in doing history on Memorials has opened my eyes on the way we see them and how their meanings have changed over the years. For example, memorial sites were originally like a grave site where families and friends would visit almost everyday but now there are mostly used once a year for remembrance. 
      In conclusion by keeping this journal it has helped me to understand how these five different experiences are linked by the use of primary and secondary sources. Each experience has helped me develop new ideas and skills needed in order to continue in the field of history. 

