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Book Review:  The Finances of the Cistercian Order in the Fourteenth Century.   Peter King (Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications, 1985)
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the light of the vibrant and controversial history of the Cistercian movement, a volume discussing the detailed financial arrangements of the order might appear to be, at first glance, somewhat irrelevant and dry.  In his work entitled “The Finances of the Cistercian Order in the Fourteenth Century”, Peter King endeavours to both explain the relevance of the financial administration aspect of Cistercian life to the growth and decline of the movement, and assess the impact of financial decisions on the spiritual path of the movement. Indeed, as Mr. King points out to the reader, the shortage of Cistercian records resulting from the destructive sacking of the abbey of Citeaux in 1636 by the Catholic and Imperial army, means that any original documents which still exist become precious components in any attempt to construct a detailed picture.  The resulting volume provides insights that offer an unusual and thought-provoking viewpoint on the inner workings of the order.
Peter King has spent much of his working life researching in the Medieval History Faculty of St. Andrews University in Edinburgh.  In undertaking this study, he also worked alongside Professor A.O. Johnsen, a leading expert in the medieval history of Norway and the North Sea, with whom he has previously produced an edition of the Order’s Tax Book at Dijon.  The book under review has also benefitted from the contribution of Dr Adriano Franceschini of Ferrara in Italy who has worked extensively on the Tax Book of the Cistercian Order at Modena and is further informed by an extensive bibliography of sources.
In this volume, Peter King presents his information in a broadly chronological format.  He endeavours to show the logical sequences in the financial decision-making process and the resulting consequences.  An initial chapter explores inconsistencies in the existence of various forms of records and outlines the challenges in their interpretation. The principle records reviewed include the St. Lamberts Day audits, records of endowments and the Tax Books of Dijon and Modena.  This section also includes a somewhat lengthy analysis of the format of the accounts and the variability in the work of consecutive scribes.  Whilst this exploration may be somewhat impenetrable at times, the author is successful in placing the accounting methods, and the range of sources available, within their context and consequently in laying strong foundations for the readers’ comprehension of the rest of the book.
In later chapters, King illuminates the effects of the expansion of the order in terms of the relentlessly increasing demands upon the Chapter General’s finances. The reader benefits not only from King’s very thorough research into his subject, but also his comprehensive understanding of how routine financial issues came to impact the fundamental religious principles of the Order.  As an example of this, he explores in some detail how these pressures led the order to accept Scarborough church from King Richard I on the understanding that its revenues were to be used primarily to pay the procurement costs arising from the three-day meeting of the General Chapter. As this decision was in direct contravention of early Cistercian statutes, King effectively examines the impacts of this first “decisive step on the Order’s road to perdition”.  Despite King Richard’s clear intentions to assign these revenues to the General Chapter, in describing the commencement of on-going disputes between Citeaux and the General Chapter regarding ownership of these and similar incoming funds, Peter King illuminates the tensions between different sections of the organisation.
King continues by investigating the inevitability, as financial pressures continued to increase with the demands for taxes and pension payments from popes and secular rulers, that a system of Collections from daughter houses would be introduced.  Although this was forbidden in the Carta Caritatis King considers the necessity of this decision and also shows how this was one contributing factor in the process of the Parvus Fons bull of 1265 effectively becoming the governing document of the Order. Unsurprisingly, the decision resulted in significant discord within the movement, and the author effectively analyses the extent of this.  Furthermore, as King explains, there were spiritual consequences to this development, as abbots of daughter houses increasingly became tempted to stay away from the meetings of the General Chapter in order to avoid or delay payment of the onerous collections, an unintended consequence was that the Chapter struggled to continue to impose united observance in religious thought and practice.  As the situation deteriorated, in the face of increasing demands for financial support principally from the popes in Avignon and declining attendance at the General Chapter, King notes a need to restore discipline and evidences this with details of visitations in 1397 of the abbeys in Castile, Léon, Galicia and Portugal.  As he also points out, it is noteworthy that the collection system was particularly unsuccessful in raising funds from the nunneries, which enjoyed considerably fewer endowments than the male houses during this period and much reduced financial resources. This aspect was rather sparsely covered and the reader may have found a little more information about the finances of the Cistercian nunneries an interesting addition.
In his ultimate chapter King asks the question whether the financial decisions around accepting rents and the mandatory collection of funds from daughter houses constituted a fundamental departure from the Cistercian religious principles.  Leaving the readers to make up their own minds, he himself comes to no conclusion on this question, simply re-stating the forces which drove the changes. Answering this final question may represent the true raison d’être for this volume and Peter King’s meticulous research succeeds in providing the reader with a well-considered and comprehensive overview of the existing evidence to enable them to make their own decision.  Ultimately this volume is likely to appeal to a somewhat niche market, and is somewhat impenetrable in places, but a tenacious reader is likely to be rewarded with fresh insights into the inner workings of the Cistercian Order.
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