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           “I have the right to be listened to, and taken seriously”. United Nations convention of the rights of the child, (UNCRC, 1989)
The Department for Education (2014) states that under section 176 of the education act 2002, that local authorities and schools are required to regard guidance provided by the secretary of state. This applies in both England and Wales regarding communication with pupils including them to participate in decisions which affect them. The Government is committing themselves to promoting the protection of child rights, whilst complying with the united nations convention of the rights of the child. The Government believes that young people and children should be given the opportunity to express their own opinion regarding matters and decisions which affect their lives, including children helping to make their own decisions can present positive benefits including contributing to their achievements and taking responsibility. The UNCRC is not currently incorporated into national law therefor it is not a statuary duty to comply with it, however the government states schools are strongly encouraged to regard it until and a new policy and legislation is proposed. 
Article 12 UNCRC (1989) states makes it very clear that the opinions of children matter, that their opinions should be acknowledged, listened to and considered where it is whether it is at home or in their school setting. This article has concerns regarding children feel they cannot speak out to express their own thoughts and opinions. They should not be made to feel that their ideas or suggestions will be automatically dismissed or ignored due to their young age but more encouraged to speak up. The article states that children should be made aware and educated regarding their rights so they can feel free to exercise it if they wish, adults should be included in being aware of this as well so they are not quick to dismiss a child’s right to use their voice of option. 
Article 12 applies to everyone to makes sure every child who wishes to participate in their freedom to express their opinion and have it heard. All areas include:
[image: ]Special materials and equipment produced to help children with disabilities participate.
[image: ]Special consideration given to young children in care or a refugee.
To take care to make sure that girls opinions are treated as equally with the same respect and importance as boys.								

Spencer et al, (2014) states that adults need to value a child’s contribution, closely linked to the development of a child-centred approach holds the importance to valuing a child’s contribution. Although the interests of the child may not hold any value or reward it is important to remember it holds meaningful value to the child and that it is to be used or expressed by the child not the adult. 


Article 13 by the UNCRC (1989) states that child have the right to find out things and say what they think, through making art, speaking and writing unless it breaks the rights of others. Every individual has the right to self-expression, a benefit of a child’s rights regarding freedom of expression is the ability to find out information and share the information as they wish to. There are multiple ways young children can express themselves including: Writing, use of body language, creating artwork, talking out loud and their interaction with others. 
Article 13 states that people should make sure to take absolute care to ensure that any children who have any disabilities have every available opportunity to express themselves, a way to make this possible is to take care that information is easier for anyone with difficulties is easy to read, access and respond to should they wish. There are some limitations to freedom of expression for example: To express in any way that would cause harm to another individuals rights or reputation, revealing private information about someone that is or isn’t true, no expression which would threaten anyone’s safety. 
	Article 23 by the UNCRC (1989) follows if a child has a disability, they have the right to special care and education. Every child has the right to feel secure, happy and the entitlement to appropriate education. If a child has a disability no matter what it is, it is vital that anyone responsible for that child’s car and education ensures that child receives the highest amount of care and education made available to them. A child’s care needs to be structured to support any difficulties they have, this includes their education setting can provide the correct support system as well as an understanding to the child’s needs. 
	The article states that no child with a disability should be treated unfairly due to their condition, and no child should be made to feel left out or that they cannot do something they wish to do. All children with any disabilities need to feel they can take part in activities without their disability preventing them, feel included with other children, receive special care should they need it and importantly the entitlement to choose what they want and to have choices throughout their life.
	The aim of this paper is to provide advice and guidance to a child’s rights as well as an understanding that in the future these children will be young adults with their own decisions to male. The knowledge and responsibility of expression to speak out when you need to be important throughout adulthood so why not begin during childhood? Self-expression can be taught and encouraged for a young age allowing children to make their own responsible contribution to decisions around them. The importance of acknowledging that despite a child having a disability there is no reason why they cannot express themselves or share their opinion like any other child. Whether they do this through speaking, writing, movement, a piece of art it doesn’t how as long as they have the right to do so. 
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