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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Are the current counter terrorism policing strategies, safeguarding processes effective and successful?

This research project will be focused on counter terrorism as it is an area of policing that there is currently a major interest in. This topic is becoming far more prevalent in the United Kingdom, especially after the recent events in Stockport in which terrorism safeguarding measures failed. This topic is also a key area of policing so therefore there is a large interest in how police forces in the UK are keeping the public safe. The research will be focused on a review of current counter terrorism procedures and safeguarding programs such as PREVENT. These procedures and safeguarding programs will be thoroughly evaluated and supported with the relevant literature. This topic and question is worth the consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as there is a substantial amount of information related to the subject. This topic is constantly scrutinised by police chiefs and the government as it is important that the population in the UK is kept from harm. This topic will encourage the exploration of current legislation and procedures that are put into place by the government. Therefore, by undertaking research on this topic there will be a detailed and varied range of research available. The current research available will also highlight statistics that will show if current procedures and safeguarding measures are effective.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
An important aim of this study is to identify whether the public also feel that current counter terrorism policing and safeguarding is effective. This will include creating a questionnaire and studying research to identify these opinions. A crucial part of this study however is to identify the current issues with counter terrorism policing and failures of the safeguarding measures currently in place.

The first objective is to consider the current evidence on the success of counter terrorism safeguarding and what that infers.

The second objective is to identify the reason as to why individuals with no previous links to terrorism are still being radicalised in the UK.

The final objective is to evaluate the UK populations perceptions on the strategies currently being used to provide an effective level of counter terrorism policing.


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

In the UK, safeguarding programs and counterterrorism plans, particularly the Prevent strategy, have generated a range of opinions from the general population, including both praise and criticism. The CONTEST strategy, the UK's counterterrorism policy, has come under fire for its effects on Muslim communities. The Prevent component, which aims to prevent radicalisation, has come under scrutiny for unfairly targeting out Muslims and creating a climate of distrust and isolation. Research has indicated concerns that Prevent would stigmatise certain groups, which could hinder its goals. (Choudhury and Fenwick, 2011), reinforces this notion due to Muslim individuals making up a major proportion of the PREVENT program. Furthermore, discussions concerning the strategy's viability and implementation have flared up in light of incidents like the referral of two young boys to Prevent for possessing toy firearms. (The Guardian, 2017), supports that incidents like this can have racial bias that can attribute to a referral to the PREVENT program. This supports the view of the PREVENT program creating mistrust among Muslim communities. In dealing with various forms of extremism, perceptions of bias further confuses the publics attitude. While Islamist radicals' identical actions are classified as terrorism, far-right violence is sometimes dismissed as simple hooliganism. (Pearson, Winterbotham and Brown, 2020). From this it can be inferred that the public's perception of the fairness of counterterrorism measures is impacted by this unfair inconsistency.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
One research method that will be used is an online survey. This survey will gauge the opinions of a wide range of individuals and will give the necessary data to be able to identify the publics opinions on the current state of counter terrorism in the United Kingdom. The online survey will be created and shared through google forms. An online survey was chosen as a research method because it is a successful technique of gathering data. It is also quite simple and not complicated so this will ensure that it will be able to be shared with a wide range of individuals. A survey will also be able to provide both qualitative and quantitive data. This is important as from this there will be a range of opinions on the current state of safeguarding and counter terrorism policing.

The data from the questionnaire will be analysed by thematical analysis. This will ensure that any patterns and results will be able to be clearly identified and analysed. This will also ensure that any consistent themes of opinion are clearly identified. One limitation regarding an online survey is that they may not reach certain populations, such as those without internet access or those who are digitally excluded, leading to sampling biases and limiting the generalisation of the findings. Another limitation is self-selection bias which could lead to findings that are not representative of the general population. This may result from respondents who are more inclined to participate if they are passionate about the subject or have strong opinion on terrorism.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The survey will be answered by members of the public aged 18 years and older. The online survey will be used gather opinions from the public. This will allow more responses that will accurately represent the opinions of the public overall. By asking members of the public the data provided will be reliable and useable for the topic. The survey will also provide many responses as it will be straightforward to complete therefore supporting the research that will be collected. The target sample will provide different perspectives as age demographics will play a part as more mature respondents may be aware of the current threat of terrorism and poor safeguarding measures currently in place. This will contrast with the younger age demographic that the online survey will also target because they are less likely to be as informed of terrorism. This infers that any findings will provide a large range of data to analyse.
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