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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The Wales Safeguarding (2019) practice principles states that ‘Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility’. Regardless of whether a Social Worker directly works with children, in terms of assessment and intervention, they have a duty to identify and report the abuse or neglect of children.

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014) outlines the legal roles, responsibilities and principles of child safeguarding practices. Section 130 (4) of The SSWBA (2014) defines a child at risk as 

· “A child experiencing or is a risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm.
· Has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs)”.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SSWABA (2014) defines harm as physical, intellectual, emotional, social or behavioural development. The definition used is similar to that in the Children’s Act (1989) (SCW, 2022). It is important to note that ‘at risk’ doesn’t mean abuse has occurred but early interventions to protect a child should be considered to prevent harm and abuse (SCW, 2022)

Section 162 of the SSWBA (2014) details the duty on Practitioners to report children, which includes those unborn, if they have cause to suspect the child is at risk of harm (SCW, 2022). Indicators can be difficult to identify as children often try to cover up the abuse, however, changes in behaviour or presentation, inappropriate age related behaviours can present as concerns of harm or abuse (Social Care Institute for Excellence, 2024).

Upon receipt of a report of concern, the Local Authority has one working day to decide what action to proceed with. The Local Authority uses this time to gather further information and this could be from family or other professionals involved. The outcomes of this enquiry could result in a care and support assessment, no further action, immediate protection or a Section 47 under the Children’s Act 1989. Section 47 enquiries must be undertaken within ten working days following the strategy meeting which initiated the assessment.

Section 1(1) Children’s Act (1989) stresses the best interest and welfare of the child is paramount. Child Practice reviews (Ofsted, 2011) have highlighted failings where the child’s voice hasn’t been heard and as such Wales Safeguarding board emphasises the need for a more child centred approach throughout the process, their voice should be central and the child may be offered an advocate to support them to be heard. However, their best interests must be paramount even though the outcome may differ to their wishes (SCW, 2022). NSPCC (2024) identifies early intervention and prevention as a means to protect children from harm and reduce the requirement for a child protection referral and have a positive impact on a child’s wellbeing and preferred outcomes. Early intervention also promotes the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (2022), Article 3, where the best interests of the child must be a priority.

The SSWBA (2014) has implemented a structure for Safeguarding Boards in Wales (SCW, 2022) which are responsible to ensuring there is inter-agency planning and implanting of child protection services and highlights the importance of information sharing and multi-agency support. When sharing information, the boards are subject to the General Data Protection Regulations and the Data Protection Act (2018)
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Every Local Authority in Wales has a statutory duty to investigate and respond to every safeguarding concern that is reported to them when abuse or neglect are suspected. This is no difference to whether the abused is a child or an adult (SSWBA, 2014). However, there are differences between safeguarding policies and procedures when investigating adults and children. There are separate ‘Wales Safeguarding Procedures’ guidance and Wales Safeguarding Boards. The definition of adult at risk is slightly different to that of a child and the types of abuse between the two are very similar but the impact of the abuse on the individual will also differ (SCW. 2022). For example the abuse experienced as a child will impact upon their future development.

One of the main differences between adult and child safeguarding is there a duty to safeguard all children, however, some adults will not need safeguarding (Norfolk Safeguarding Children Partnership, 2021). The adult has the right to make choices, and an adult has the right to withhold consent to a safeguarding referral and they have the right to decide what action should be taken. One of the five principles of the Mental Capacity Act (2005) is the right for adults to make unwise decisions. However, the Practitioner must demonstrate the individual lacks the capacity to understand their decisions or if the adult cannot keep themselves safe and lacks capacity to make these specific decisions then Social Workers can intervene.

Although the voice of both children and adults must be heard during safeguarding proceedings, the adult has the right to self-determine (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). However, Gillick competence (Cleaver 2009), should be considered in the Safeguarding arena if the child is deemed to have the maturity and the understanding to be able to make decisions effecting them. This may help practitioners with respecting the views of the child during this process.

The Human Rights Act (1998) is an important piece of legislation that is applicable to both children’s and adults’ safeguarding (Chisnell, 2019). The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) provides children in Wales’s additional protection, from that of adults, due to the child’s dependency on others for their development (UNICEF, 2023).  Deprivation of Liberty safeguards can be used to protect an Adult’s right to Article 5 of the Human Rights Act (1998). Children are also allowed this liberty if warranted under statue, for example Section 25 of the Children Act (1989) (Scheh, 2016) 

Words – 407

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




4

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




