The Nature of Objects
Anthropology Assignment 
In this paper I shall look at the life cycle of an old leather notebook I owned. Within this notebook I wrote ideas, love letters, dreams, doodles and more. I shall examine the deeper meanings of this notebook, including how the design affected the way it would be used, as well as the significance to me. I shall examine the social life of this object and analyse how the value of this object changed through time. 
The notebook had a weathered leather softback covering with elastic wrapped around it to either mark a page or to keep it closed. The notebook was small, A5, with the yellow stained pages holding no lines for writing.
This notebook was designed to become part of the person carrying it. It could fit into any bag and could fit easily in one hand; it was made to be a journal. To be carried with you and used whenever the opportunity arose. The notebook felt intimate, feeling like your thoughts became history the second they hit the page, the words felt important, this was the effect of the stained pages. The lack of lines left space for creativity, allowing the holder to write, draw, create or design. It was clear that each page was not to be wasted, they felt soft and smooth, as if there was some kind of treatment to the pages throughout the manufacture, like each one had been cared for and that care should be carried on. The importance of an empty space to create was not lost on this notebook, every page was a clean slate, a new leaf, etc. This was the image of the notebook at the start of its life. 
I shall now relate the different criteria of material culture to notebooks.
· Social life
The social life of my notebook I believe is similar to most peoples, I loved it when I first had it, wrote in it most days, and took it everywhere. I then lost/forgot about it for a while. Found it one day and looked over everything I did. This reminiscence that notebooks provide you with is what gives them a lot of their meaning. Even if you use them for academic study you will still look back and remember what you used to be like and where you were in your life. Notebooks give you a true image of what the past looked like or how you used to think. I then used them to write down my biggest fears, dreams and who I loved. I was in love with my best friend she would come over every day so I would hide this notebook so that she couldn’t find it, if someone did find the notebook I would jump out of my skin. The emotional relationship I had with this notebook is unlike anything else I’ve experienced. It allowed my young self to keep secrets from people. 
· Cultural 
All inventions start with a notebook, whether that be an invention of thoughts or objects. Notebooks are the tools we have to take note and develop ideas about, ourselves and the world around us. 

· Political
All thoughts are noted on notebooks, notebooks are the birth of ideas and creation. Therefore, all political movements have started with a notebook. Notebooks are the most powerful and the most influential tool ever created. As it allows humans to harness our greatest asset, our brains. 




· Economic 
The sale and production of notebooks have a reasonable effect on the economy CBI “European notebook imports increased from 394 million to 540 million between 2015 and 2019” with “more than 40%” of these coming from “developing countries”[footnoteRef:1] However, generally they don’t subscribe to conspicuous consumption.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  CBI Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “The European market potential for notebooks”, last updated 30.12.2020, <https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/home-decoration-home-textiles/notebooks/market-potential> [19.12.21]]  [2:  Veblen, Thorstein (1934) [1899]. The Theory of the Leisure Class: An Economic Study of Institutions. Introduction by Stuart Chase. New York: The Modern Library] 

· Historical
The beginning of history is when we could record what happened, the world is shaped through history, and it makes sense that we spend so much time in education learning how to write and recalling facts from notebooks. The funny part about notebooks is that they are never written of in history, however history is written on them. They are the most important part of history as without them history would not exist.

At this point in time the objects value is only based on the on the sum of its parts. It’s when the notebook is first used that it contains sentimental value. However, it is at this point that, unless you are an artist or the notebook belonged to a historical figure, it loses all monetary value. I used this notebook to capture my thoughts and feelings from the age of 6 until the age of 11, to me this notebook is inalienable. 

I have examined the deeper meanings of my particular notebook as well as notebooks in general.
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