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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

How successful are police efforts to prevent femicide, and is the rising number of high-profile femicide cases a major issue for the UK government and police?





The investigation into femicide and various forms of violence against women and girls in the United Kingdom is motivated by a deep dedication to social justice and a recognition of the necessity for eliminating gender-based violence in modern society. Being a woman increases awareness of the widespread problem of violence against women, manifesting as sexual assault, domestic abuse, and, most tragically, femicide. Recent figures indicate that intimate partner and family violence is responsible for a tragically high number of women's deaths, urging prompt intervention and the execution of preventive measures. This fact prompts a thorough examination of the strategies used by police to address such offences. 
Assessing the efficacy of current justice system strategies may facilitate necessary modifications. Witnessing society's reaction to these incidents compelled an investigation into this topic and underscored the necessity for systematic reform. Examining the police's management of incidents related to violence against women may reveal deficiencies in existing regulations and propose solutions. Inspiration to initiate change arises from values. The objectives encompass enhancing awareness about femicide, strengthening the movement for women's rights, and instituting a legal framework that prioritises women's welfare.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

This research primarily aims to illustrate that femicide and violence against women and girls in the UK constitute a significant challenge for the police and the UK government. The study will analyse the current protocols and tactics employed by police in relation to femicide and assess their efficacy. The objective is to identify deficiencies in the justice system and call for changes that prevent these offences.
The main objective is to highlight and emphasise the significance of violence against women and girls, particularly femicide, and to demonstrate that the escalating incidence of these crimes constitutes a critical concern for the UK police and the government.

The additional objective is to analyse the current protocols and strategies employed by the police. The purpose will focus on the responsiveness, effectiveness, and difficulties of current police techniques concerning femicide cases.

The third objective will focus on identifying changes and improvements in police measures to avoid femicide. I will discuss a future action plan for addressing these crimes as proposed by the government and police forces.





	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

The UK government defines violence against women and girls as a national threat. Violence against women and girls includes any act of gender-based violence that causes, or is likely to cause, physical, sexual, or psychological harm or distress to women, including threats, coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty (UK Parliament, 2023). Data reveals that, on average, a woman dies in the United Kingdom every three days. Domestic homicides constitute one in five homicides, with 898 female victims recorded over the preceding decade. Among these, 698 victims (78%) were murdered by a partner or former partner, while over ninety per cent of female homicide victims were killed by a male perpetrator (92%) (Home Office, 2025).
Femicide implies intentional homicide motivated by an individual's gender. In homicide, the motivation varies and is not necessarily linked to gender. Femicide is driven by gender stereotypes, harmful societal norms, imbalanced power dynamics, and many forms of discrimination against women and girls. The most severe forms of cruelty and violence against women and girls manifest in domestic, commercial, educational, and public settings, stemming from various interconnected types of violence, such as sexual harassment, harmful practices, trafficking, and intimate relationship violence (Nowak, 2022). In 2023, there were more than 51,101 instances of homicides involving women and girls perpetrated by intimate partners or family members globally (Fitz-Gibbon,2023).
To eradicate violence against women and girls, the police and society must prioritise this matter. The inconsistent policing response has led to a national focus on assisting officers in prioritising offences connected to violence against women and girls (VAWG). The police and judicial sectors are essential in supporting survivors of gender-based violence, addressing abuse allegations, and prosecuting criminals to diminish impunity (Barlow, 2020).
In July 2021, the government unveiled a strategy to combat violence against women and girls. In March 2022, they implemented an additional plan to address domestic violence. The administration has created plans and tactics to ensure the safety of every woman in the country. The primary aims of these programmes are to reduce the incidence of VAWG, assist survivors, hold perpetrators accountable, and enhance collaboration among authorities, including governmental bodies (Home Office, 2023). The HMICFRS audit of the police response to VAWG reveals the necessity for a quick and coordinated approach across systems to address the issue. The research included fifteen recommendations to enhance victim assistance, responsibility, capability, and comprehension, as well as to bolster multi-agency collaboration.The final report from September 2021 presents twenty recommendations, categorised under five primary issues (NPCC, 2024). The government, the police, the criminal justice system, and public-private partnerships must designate the mitigation of VAWG offences as their foremost goal. The police must prioritise the continuous pursuit and disruption of adult offenders while exhibiting both competence and dedication in this endeavour. Victims should receive consistent and tailored assistance, accompanied by strategies and resources that facilitate this form of support. The fast and uniform response of all police forces to violence against women and girls requires a thorough evaluation by all chief constables, who should be informed by data and national standards (White, 2021).
The investigation proposed the establishment of a permanent National Policing Lead for Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG), with money and support from the government, the NPCC, and the College of Policing (Przeszlowski, 2023). In addressing VAWG, the College of Policing has established many Authorised Professional Practices (APRs) that all police forces are required to adhere to (College of Policing, 2021). Forces must ensure the provision of appropriately skilled officers and professionals to effectively manage all VAWG illicit operations. Chief Constables must ensure their forces collaborate with appropriate partners to protect women and girls from danger, thereby facilitating a comprehensive, system-wide response to all forms of Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) (Home Office, 2023).
Gender-based homicides and violence against women and girls must be eliminated. Femicides frequently stem from a continuum of escalating gender-based violence; therefore, it is imperative to identify and address the precursors of violence to prevent this awful act. To reduce gender-based killings, it is crucial to establish campaigns focused on primary prevention, modify cultural norms, and engage entire communities in combating violence against women (McFarlane, 2002). The College of Policing (2024) states that the domestic perpetrator programme was created to address the behaviour of persons who commit abusive and violent acts within their households. These programmes aim to modify the attitudes and actions of offenders, reduce the likelihood of recidivism, and enhance the protection of victims.
Emma Wools, the Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales, created a comprehensive strategy to combat violence against women and girls for the years 2025–2029. Her specific objectives encompass justice, safeguarding marginalised communities, reducing crime rates, and enhancing community policing. She possesses extensive experience in women's justice programmes and issues related to violence against women, domestic abuse, and sexual violence; therefore, addressing this matter is a priority for her (APCCS, 2023). Crimes and other types of violence disproportionately impacting women and girls are becoming prevalent and complex on a national level. Emma Wools intends to ensure that the police effectively respond to all manifestations of violence against women and girls, safeguard and aid victims, identify and penalise perpetrators, address detrimental habits, and implement preventive measures to tackle their root causes. This plan aims to enhance results for women and girls (PCC, 2025). Her approach prioritises early intervention and victim support, aiming to aid victims and communities, particularly those affected by violence against women and girls (VAWG). The VAWG approach entails collaboration among multiple agencies to address the root causes of violence, ultimately avoiding occurrences and providing comprehensive assistance to victims. The effective resolution of VAWG is contingent upon three fundamental objectives of her policing strategy: the reduction of crime, the safeguarding of the vulnerable, and the guarantee that policing aligns with community requirements (South Wales Police, 2025).

  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 


The principal research instrument will be a survey. This methodology will be employed to collect quantitative data regarding violence against girls and women in the UK from a specific population group. The survey aims to collect data from a random sample of individuals to enhance comprehension of their perspectives and experiences. This method will facilitate the efficient collection of data from multiple individuals, enabling statistical analysis and conclusions. 
Appropriate statistical tools will be employed to analyse the gathered data and identify trends, patterns, and correlations among the variables. The survey method is chosen for its efficiency, scalability, and ability to produce generalisable data within a particular community. 
The alternative approach will involve using questionnaires, as advised by the principal research method. This methodology aims to collect quantitative data through respondents' answers to a set of preset questions. The study objectives will guide the framework and formulation of the questionnaire.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The principal approach employed in the quantitative research plan for this study will be the survey methodology. The primary instrument for data collection is a structured questionnaire. The survey methodology is suitable for this research, as it facilitates the detection of correlations and trends regarding experiences and perceptions of violence against women, while also enabling the collection of standardised, quantitative data from a broader population. This study will examine individuals aged 18 and older from various backgrounds. The study will encompass both genders to guarantee its relevance and inclusivity. The data will be gathered via a self-administered structured questionnaire that corresponds with the research objectives. Participation is entirely voluntary; anonymity will be preserved. Each participant will be required to provide informed consent and may withdraw at any time without facing consequences. Quantitative data will be examined using statistical software.
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