What are the key issues and challenges of operational policing in the UK, and what effect do they have on the investigation of volume and priority crime? Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience.

Throughout this essay I will discuss a variety of issues and challenges that are apparent throughout operational policing within the UK and the effect that will have to the investigation of crime.
The first point to note is that of police throughout the UK are being heavily scrutinised over the power and accountability within a stop and search procedure. There is an extensive number of reasons why stop search can present as a challenge within policing, one of which is negative experiences. This being individuals who experience a stop and search often believe it is not legitimate and believe there is a predetermined bias towards themselves. A study from IOPC, (2023) notes that people from Asian, black, or other ethnic minority backgrounds are often subject of wrongful or unprofessionally conducted stop and search and that over time the incorrect use of stop search has presented a negative relationship with their given communities. The study goes onto say, if people who are subject to a stop and search feel as though they were unfairly searched then it can lead to a feeling of trauma and nervousness around the police, which will ultimately affect the levels of trust and confidence in the polices ability. This could present in a knock-on effect as to further crime or incidents not being reported to the police due to the breakdown of the relationship and lack of trust, this, in turn could cause issues when relying on members of the public to help piece together an investigation due to them not being cooperative with police. The study goes onto state that it found by researching into the common themes and issues surrounding stop and search it was noted that the best way to increase public confidence around the topic was to increase the scrutiny in which stop and search records are completed, this would in turn help decipher and find issues that are apparent and allow for the necessary changes to be made across a national level. 
As stated by Ard. L (2022) it is also known that there is an ever-growing issue with the diversity of different communities when it comes to policing which calls for a different outlook in the way in which officers must deal with situations. This is due to the needs of these communities often being complex which results in challenges for potential new officers as this may be a new area and therefore may not be able to provide the best service possible. The study goes onto say that the police need to be adaptable within their communities to allow for the best engagement which in turn would allow for the best outcome. This presents a difficult challenge for the changing dynamics of local communities moreover, due to the potential of language barriers, stigma towards officers from previous issues or just a clear lack of understanding of the needs from diverse members of the public. A further study from Robinson, A. and Tilley, N. (2009) highlights the issue surrounding timeliness whereby members of the public may delay their report to police which reduces the chances of capturing evidence and thus lessens the chance of a successful investigation. This again, could stem from damaged relationships with certain communities whereby they are reluctant to report crime due to previous negative experiences.
Another obstacle in which police within the UK have to deal with is that of new officers entering the role of response are often trained by officers who have not received any formal training themselves to tutor a student and are reliant on their own experiences in order to teach the new recruit. A study from Police Federation (2021) states there are a multitude of concerns surrounding the subject of new officers whereby the tutors often are only just finishing their own probation and are being asked to tutor. This presents an issue whereby it could be argued the tutor does not have enough experience to teach a new officer. However, the study goes onto say this is due to experienced officers not being willing to put themselves forward as tutors due to the lack of training and support offered all the while they are still required to manage their own workload and that of their tutoree all whilst not receiving any kind of enhancement or benefit. A study from Thompson, T. (2021) stated that most tutors were offered no financial incentive for taking on the role of a tutor, the study goes onto say that some tutors can be responsible for multiple students at a time which applies more pressure and stress onto the workloads of new tutors. This, in tandem with having potentially back to back recruits can be extremely stressful and may result in the down fall of the quality of investigations going forward. Due to the tutor becoming overworked and fatigued as well as the new recruits not learning the essential skills in order to become independent and investigate crime effectively and efficiently.
It has been noted by Townsend, M (2022) that most police forces across the UK are falling below the required standard of investigating crime as well as responding to incidents. The study mentions that even with an increase of funding some forces are still under delivering and not reaching the standard required, whereby parts of an investigation such as the golden hour enquiries are not being completed to a high enough standard or at all due to the sheer demand and call rate of some forces. This is having a major negative effect on the quality of investigations due to key evidence either going missing or not being gathered. It can be said that the issue is not solely based off the lack of resources but more of how officers are dealing with situations and their experience towards that type of incident. Furthermore, whether officers are being efficient and effective with how they manage the occurrence.
A further challenge presented to Policing throughout the UK is that of the sheer vastness and complexity of certain investigations and how officers are required to manage all relevant factors. As stated by College of Policing (2013) regardless of the size it is important that the investigating officer is first able to decipher what investigative strategies there are available. This in itself can present as a challenge as newer officers may not be fully aware of certain lines of enquiry or specialist advice they could seek, which in turn would affect the outcome of an investigation as evidence could be missed. In tandem with this an officer is then required to liaise and manage the time and resources required to investigate the given incident, this again can present as a hard task to balance due to external factors such as demand and other investigations. The study goes onto mention that the threat, risk and harm of an investigation also needs to be considered and if of concern, then the investigation will need to be expedited and completed expeditiously in order to prevent further crime or harm from occurring. For many officers this can be challenging to comprehend due to often having a large workload which can often be overwhelming. A study from Victims Commissioner (2021) stated that victims mostly want to be treated fairly within a given investigation whereby all relevant and proportional lines of enquiry are conducted as well as then being updated as such. The study goes on to mention that 42% of victims questioned on the matter felt as though they weren’t being taken seriously by the police and that there was lack of action taken. This resulted in a large number of victims stating they would not report a crime again as they felt as though it was a waste of time and that nothing would get done. This would have a great effect on policing within the UK due to the public being less cooperative with the police which in turn would affect certain golden hour enquiries which can massively impact an investigation. These enquiries consist of aspects such as checking CCTV cameras and asking nearby houses whether they had witnessed anything, this can often result in a third party witness being able to account for what has happened.
 A further study from Flatley, J. (2015) documents that being updated by the police in regard to the investigation was the main priority which resulted in an increase in the publics perception of the police. The study also went onto mention that officers being on mobile foot patrol increased the publics levels on confidence exponentially, however the issue is that has been illustrated by Gov1 (2019) is that foot patrol is often not available due to demand of calls within a given area and that officers on foot patrol are not readily available to respond to incidents therefore having a negative effect on responding to the calls in the first place. This presents a conundrum for investigations due to officers requiring the trust of the public however not always managing to achieve their desires.
Another challenge that is apparent with operational policing is that of resource constraints which can resort in less proactive policing and more just responding to incidents. Chatterton, M., Bingham, E. and Sc,B. (2006) states that officers do not have sufficient resourcing to allow for proactive policing and find that it is more responding to incidents or trying to catch up on previous work.
Often due to the lack of resources officers are often left to prioritize following up on actions in which are required versus going to further calls. This can be difficult as older investigations can be delayed by new reports arising. A study from Jansson, K. (2005) States that improving the quality of the initial response is one of the best ways in which to provide a better service, moreover, if the time spent dealing with the incident can be maximised in terms of gathering as much evidence as possible then it leaves little to no further enquiries to be completed in the future therefore streamlining investigations and completing them sooner. 
A final topic in which causes issues to police within the UK is the mental health and wellbeing of officers, this presents as a challenge for investigations due to officers who are subject to bad mental health cannot effectively investigate crime and may have to take a step back which can cause disruption within investigation and cause delays. A study from Purba, A. and Demou, E. (2019) states that the constant exposure to people suffering, threats to officer safety in general and the overall responsibility to protect people can be extreme stressors. This is often due to not having sustainable methods in which to cope with the everyday demands of operational policing. 
In conclusion police within the UK have multiple challenges to overcome and deal with on a daily basis, these compound together and make it difficult to balance on going investigations. From mental health of officers through lacking in experience or knowledge officers are expected to keep victims updated frequently, deal with various incidents and investigate crimes all whilst with limited resources. 
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Why might terrorist organisations be involved in other types of criminality, and how might intelligence gained in the investigation of such criminality inform counter-terrorism policing? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.

Terrorist organisations may divulge into other crime for a multitude of reasons, it could be as a display of power, for financial gain to fund their operations or simply to show they are able to. Throughout this essay I will look to highlight these reasons as well as deciphering as to why intelligence gained from this criminality may be used to inform counter terrorism policing. Whilst reviewing this question It was found that a study by Wang, P (2010) illustrates there is a direct link between terrorist organisations and criminality of other matters. The Crime-terror nexus is a theory that states terror groups and organised crime affiliates are adopting and learning from one another’s techniques in order to further both of their causes. The study strongly suggests that the understanding of this theory is the first point to be considered when looking at terror gangs being a part of criminality.
This first point to note is that terrorist organisations my commit other acts of crime for financial gain, whereby they often require funds to sustain their operations, this can include purchasing items such as weapons, vehicles or even hiring gang members. A study from United Nations security council (2019) documents that there is a direct link between terrorist actions and certain crime, whereby it is often found that gangs are involved in the trafficking of persons, drugs and firearms to either use within their operation or to sell for financial gain. It is also noted that illegitimate trade of natural resources as well as extortion are both common crimes committed by terrorist organisations. The study goes onto mention that in countries that are lesser developed, certain sectors such as mining are often targeted by terrorist groups in order to take profits to sustain their operations. This is particularly pertinent in west Africa where the gold mining sector is often vulnerable to groups of a terrorist nature.
A further study from D’Alfonso, S. (2014) Illustrates that the estimated value of organised crime activities is significantly higher than $1 trillion per year, therefore illuding to a vast amount of financial gain to be made if gangs were to become fully immersed and settled within certain areas of crime. The study goes onto mention that money of that magnitude has the chance to disrupt legitimate economies and the potential to distort elections by methods such as enticement or corruption. It can be said by National Crime Agency (2023) that as cybercrime continues to become more advanced, terrorist organisations are looking to this as a tool in order to cause both disruption and for financial gain, whereby cyber attacks can prove very damaging to business’ as well as then being able to sell valuable data acquired from companies. This study goes onto mention due to the cyber markets now being so advanced and easy to access it allows for data and tools to be shared, which makes it easier for cyber criminals to become more apparent along with allowing those without the technical capability to still cause disruption. Due to this it could be seen as an opportunity for lesser developed terror groups to start on their path of destruction as well as providing further funding for future plans.
A secondary reason why terrorist gangs may affiliate themselves with other avenues of crime is due to allowing for flexibility within their operation, whereby by engaging in activities such as illegal trade across borders will allow for operations to continue in an otherwise hard environment. It can be documented by Hesketh, R. (2107) that terrorist groups will look to target people who maybe vulnerable in some way, due to things like age or subject to less opportunities within their community and will be looking for a sense of belonging, by joining a gang, members often rise up and look to partake in more serious crimes such as terrorism or organised crime.
The terrorist gangs will have members already affiliated with crime and therefore making it easier to go about the desired plans. As stated by Fromiti (2011) terrorist groups and organised crime may often cooperate and develop a partnership with one another to allow for weapons and drugs to move freely in an out of a given area, this could include one group paying a tax to the other to allow for the free and easy movement of contraband across borders. It is articulated by Viano, E.C. (2020) that terrorist organisations also use other sources of criminality such as drug trafficking to fund their organisations. Though Viano (2020) also states that this form of criminality not only provides funds for the organisation to conduct their illegal activities, but it also plays a strategic objective since many terrorist groups take part in drug trafficking to harm their enemies by overwhelming their communities with addictive drugs, harming the community in another way other than through a terrorist attack. 
A further point to mention according to Hamid, S., Felbab-Brown, V., and Trinkunas, H. (2018) that terrorist gangs and criminals look to instil a certain level of order and are often governed by strict rules that must be adhered to, whereby their ideologies and beliefs are usually the foundation and anything that does not help or hinders the cause in anyway is not applicable. A study by United nation: Office on drugs and crime (2011) Documents that that terrorist groups will use globalization and technology as a means of propelling their cause forward. This in tandem with setting up alliances internationally and convincing organised crime groups to help facilitate certain aspects of their operation allows for a large network to be created, thus, amplifies their operation by pooling and collating resources which in turn allows for their plans to come to fruition more easily and for them to cause more harm.
There are a multitude of ways in which intelligence of criminality can inform counter terrorism one of which is interviewing subjects. Interviewing as documented by Dyson, W. E. (2001) can be used to find out further intelligence on a given group, their plans and networks. However, it is found that after arrest, terrorist subjects are less willing to cooperate with authorities further. The study goes onto mention that surveillance is the next best tactic that can be used, covert surveillance allows subjects to be monitored 24 /7 to build up a picture of their whereabouts and trends, this can lead to further intelligence being created.
A study from Wong, J. (2021) first highlights the necessity to find a balance between both the sharing of terrorist related intelligence versus keeping it secure as to not leak any information to unwanted parties, the study goes onto mention the importance the above and documents how agencies may look to share the information in a safe and secure way. As and when intelligence is gained agencies may look to hold meetings with all relevant parties to make them aware of intelligence and how this may affect a given investigation, this meeting looks to develop a better relationship with all agencies and in turn will look to further work with each other as and when new information is received that is worth sharing. 
A further method to identifying intelligence is noticing trends and patterns. As stated by Dandurand, Y. and Chin, V. (2004) It was noticed by a certain task force designed to combat organised crime, that there were direct links between both that of terrorist activity and organised crime. They noticed investigations revealed that there was a common theme whereby activities such as illegal immigration, corruption and the laundering of money mostly linked back to a terrorist organisation. The study goes onto mention that through the investigations reported by members of the public regarding crime, they found that most related back to some element of a terrorist organisation in some way. It was later mentioned that further links could be found within the falsification of passports and other documents, in areas where crime was rife, it would often translate back to organised crime routes and trace further back to terrorist involvement by some regard. This would significantly help in an investigation towards terrorist activities due being able to identify further subjects and members who are involved as well as allowing for associates to be searched and risk assessed. It would also allow for a gauge on how large and develop the scale of the operation may be.
An investigation into criminality may look to reveal intelligence linked to terrorism by tracing where certain funds may end up and what intention the money was for. A technique that is often used is that of FATF, the financial action task force. As stated by Razzante, R. (2020) whereby it was created in order to combat any monetary related crime, including terrorist related funding. It is a tool used by multiple governments and can allow for finance to be tracked across globe. Following the virtual trail may lead to the development of further organisations being involved and which in turn may create further avenues to investigate.
A study from Keatinge, T. (2020) notes that by using FATF agencies can run tailored risk assessments on aspects such as how readily available the money is and what the intended use is. This will also produce a trail of funding which can be viewed globally, thus allowing for the investigation to be further developed and new intelligence to be gained. Moreover, Keatinge, T (2020) states that further documents comparing new intelligence with previous records can also allow for trends to be aligned, which again, provides further intelligence as to the suspected attacks or movements of a terrorist organisation.
It can also be said that surveillance is another tool that can be used within the investigation of criminality to further develop intelligence on subjects of interest. A study from Lowe, D. (2020) states that as technology advances terror groups have begun using technical means to facilitate communication between one another, therefore leaving the potential for surveillance to used in order to capture, disrupt or obtain new intelligence on active plans of terrorism. Monitoring communication between subjects can allow for the analysis of plans and strategies to be assessed which in turn can provide an insight into the leadership structure as well as the potential for preventative measures. Further to this Tracking the movements of a given subject can also present intelligence in the form of revealing locations of interest or where potential setups could be, again this illudes to preventative measure which allow for early action to take place. This is documented by  La Vigne, N. (2013) which reveals two suspects were able to be identified in relation to the Boston Marathon bombings by the use of surveillance technology. The study goes onto mention that the breach of privacy raised by the residents is often outweighed by the safety benefits it provides, whereby other cities are now looking to make advancements in their surveillance capabilities, which is turn will reduce the level of crime within a given area.
It can be noted that intelligence can be a successful tool in helping to prevent terror attacks from occurring. As stated from Mcneil, J., Carafano, J. and Zuckerman, J. (2010) whereby the ‘liquid bomb plot’ in 2006 consisting of a UK based group who were planning on using liquid explosives in order to blow up multiple airlines. Intelligence was received by agencies consisting of information about the plot, this included information of communication between the terrorists and indications as to them being within the final stages of the plan. Due to this surveillance and other tactics were used in order to disrupt the plan and subsequently arrest of the subjects. 
In conclusion it is apparent that terrorist activity will usually have some link in regard to criminality of another nature for a multitude of reasons ranging from crime to fund their cause to setting up partnerships in order to move items more freely and gain territory. Albeit terrorist groups do not fully participate in all criminal activity it is usually crime that will help further the original cause whereby harm to a specific group is desired as appose to other means. However, alternatively it can be said by perlinger, A. and Palmieri, M. (2019) that it cannot be said for certain that terror groups will always affiliate with regular crime as groups will have different objectives and reasons, therefore indicating there is more to be understood before a definitive answer can be concurred.  
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