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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:



Domestic abuse has become a huge topic of concern for many police forces in England and Wales. Domestic violence is described as: 

“Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence, or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality (Gov.uk, 2012).”

The rise could be linked to awareness around the subject, which is why forces are experiencing a vast amount of 3rd party 999 calls for domestic related incidents. However, there are still incidents that forces miss, or they do not get reported by victims. The Covid-19 pandemic identifies that whilst there has been a sharp rise in domestic incidents, statistics shows this through an increase in the demand for domestic helplines as lockdown measures eased (ONS.gov.uk, 2020). This shows an increase in the number of victims, but it also highlights the severity of manipulation and abuse being experienced, as well as a lack of available coping mechanisms (ONS.gov.uk, 2012). This could be a result of the pandemic restrictions, where victims are unable to leave their house.

In this essay I will discuss an incident I attended where I was able to assist a victim who had been subject to violence from her partner. Using Gibbs (1988) reflective cycle, I will reflect on the incident as a whole and identify what went well. Whist keeping in mind legislation such as Human Rights Act and Police and Criminal Act 1984, I will evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches in supporting victims at potential risk of harm. As this victim has had a history of domestic abuse involving the same aggressor, I will identify the best way the police could deal with repeat victimisation and offending. This will be done by exploring the use of evidence-based policing. 


I attended an address where a female, who I will refer throughout this essay as the victim, had made initial disclosures of an assault. Upon arrival, the victim had stated that she was in the street drinking alcohol with her partner. The partner became angered when the victim allegedly began to whisper to one of their neighbours. Afterwards, the victim was subjected to an assault that lasted for over 3 hours, which saw her partner kick, punch, suffocate and spit on her. This left the victim with bruises all over her body, and psychological scars that would have a lasting effect on her mental wellbeing. The victim also disclosed her partner’s controlling and coercive behaviour since 2017, where he had restricted her financially, forbid her to wear certain clothes and controlled who she interacted with.


Coercive control is described as:

“A range of acts designed to make a person subordinate and/or dependent by isolating them from sources of support, exploiting their resources and capacities for personal gain, depriving them of the means needed for independence, resistance and escape and regulating their everyday behaviour”. (Torbay and Devon Safeguarding Adult Partnership, 2022). 


The disclosures the victim had made, in my opinion, were deemed high risk. My initial concern was the victim lived at the same address as the aggressor, and so, to reduce the threat of further harm I transported the victim to her parent’s house across the city. I further safeguarded the victim by arresting the subject, which reduced the threat, risk, and harm due to him being in police custody and unable to further harm the victim.




Following force and national guidelines towards domestic abuse, I offered a DASH risk assessment to the victim before obtaining a statement. This was done to ensure that I have extensive knowledge of their relationship. After completing the DASH and obtaining a statement, I sat with the victim to establish a safety plan. Like all situations, I was respectful and adhered to the victim code of practice (Gov.UK, 2005). I especially ensured ‘Right 1’ and ‘Right 2’ were upheld. I also helped her be able to identify red flags in future relationships. Golden hour enquires on the street were conducted in hope to get an independent witness that would corroborate the victim’s account. I was then able to involve multi agency associations to assist in the safeguarding of the victim. The assistance that multi agency firms offer to police forces is fundamental in the safeguarding of victims. Once I returned to my station, I made referrals in the form of a ‘Public Protection Notification Form’. This allowed referrals to adult services on the victim’s behalf, which would give her further support in areas such as mental health, future accommodation, and drug/alcohol referral. 


[bookmark: _Hlk115705144]Additionally, due to the high-risk grading, which then was gratified by my sergeant, a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) referral was submitted. MARAC is designed to bring together all public and private sectors that are capable in safeguarding high risk victims of domestic abuse (Swansea Woman Aid, 2019). Organisations such as housing, health visiting, probation, education, IDVAs and various other strategic bodies meets fortnightly to identify and risk assess high need survivors of domestic abuse (Swansea Woman Aid, 2019).



There are several ways to approach in supporting vulnerable victims. Arresting and implication of bail conditions is of many the best way to fully safeguard a victim and prevent them from harm. Under the Police and Crime Act 2017, bail conditions can be enforced for up to 28 days (Roberts, 2017). This puts measures in place to protect victims from having contact with their aggressor. Bail conditions could also restrict the subject from attending their address, place of work or anything the custody sergeant feels is necessary to ensure the victim is safe from harm. A victim care officer is also appointed within the force, this is another approach that is used to manage vulnerable persons involved in crime. They keep in contact with the victim on a weekly basis to offer them support for their mental and physical health, where they serve as a link between the police force and the victim. 


‘Voluntary Attendee Interview’ is another approach that police forces use, which is protected by code C of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (Gov.uk, 2018). This approach does have positives to the integrity of the investigation. The VA system was brought in to limit the number of subjects in a custody unit and gives subjects the opportunity to attend an interview before being arrested. Which in some ways are a positive, as it means more spaces for more serious/complex crimes to be progressed without hindrance. However, there are some limitations to this approach which is a reason why the decision to VA a subject must be justified. One reason for this is the subjects under investigation cannot have bail conditions imposed on them when they leave, since they were never under arrest. Thus, this makes threat, risk, and harm to be high for the victim, due to them not being safeguarded. After looking at this approach, I believe the VA system does have it positives, however when looking at this approach in relation to a domestic incident, I feel that the best cause of action would to be looking at arresting, interviewing, and enforcing bail conditions. Regarding the incident that I attended, the male had warning markers and previous history for violence, so a VA was not even considered, as we couldn’t fully safeguard the victim. 


[bookmark: _Hlk115706784]Another approach the police use is a remand to prison. This process is a way of detaining a person to prison who has been charged with a crime before they are convicted by the courts (Cavanagh, 2020). This is for a crime where the likelihood of harm is high, and there is a need to take a person’s liberty away from him under article 5 of the human rights act, which states that: “everyone has the right to liberty and security of person” (MIND UK, 2020). In the incident that I attended, this was the most appropriate option to fully protect the victim from the aggressor. Since I looked on PNC, it came to our attention that he has broken bail conditions before and so, to prevent this from happening again, I was able to remand the subject to prison post charge. 


[bookmark: _Hlk117250326]A DVPO is also another approach that could be used to safeguard a victim, Domestic Violence Protection Notice has become an effective tool in safeguarding victims at risk of violence since the introduction of the orders in 2014. The process was introduced to act as a non-molestation order to protect person aged 18 or over who have been subjected to domestic abuse where violence has been used or threatened (Gov.uk, 2020 a). A DVPN/DVPO builds on existing measures that providing immediate protection for victims and gives them time to explore options available to them and make informed decisions regarding their safety (Gov.uk, 2020 b). This is another example of evidence-based policing and from my experience as a front-line officer, this approach does work in theory. However, academics have criticised police use of this process, as they feel they only issue them to high-risk incidents and ignore the medium risk graded incidents. They say that they are also not issued in a timely manner. As well as stating that there is a lack of knowledge amongst police officers and the magistrates court on when best to use them (Moroz and Mayes, 2019 a). Since the Covid-19 pandemic police (Moroz and Mayes, 2019 b) forces have taken a more proactive role in domestic related incident, therefore these views could potentially be outdated. Regardless, a DVPO acts as an efficient disposal to tackle repeat victims, as it gives them the ability to have time away from their perpetrator and allow them time to seek assistance from the relevant organisations.



I will now discuss repeat victimisation and the theory of ‘what works best’ to tackle, by using evidence-based policing. The definition of repat victim (in a domestic violence related term) is:  


“ANY instance of abuse between the same victim and perpetrator(s), 
within 12 months of the last referral to Marac. The individual act of abuse does not need to be ‘criminal’, violent or threatening but should be viewed within the context of a pattern of coercive and controlling behaviour” (safelives.org, 2018).


In terms of looking at victims it’s imperative to look beyond and identify their vulnerabilities, especially in domestic related incidents it.  Many crime recording agencies do NOT show how many times a person has been abused, but only identifies that a person has experienced it in their lifetime. In 2019, 47% of individuals interviewed by the British Crime Survey stated that they had experienced domestic abuse on more than one occasion, and with 30% showing that they have experienced abuse 3 times or more (Smith, et al, 2010).


This highlights the fact that just because there had been no police contact prior, it does not mean that there has been no abuse (Bryant and Bryant, 2021). By using the best available evidence, officers can identify the best process in dealing with repat victimisation. For example, the MARAC referral works as an evidence-based tactic used by police forces in England and Wales to deter any further incidents taking place. Forces utilise the help of multi-agency organisations to put measures in place to support the victim in areas such as housing, mental health support and target hardening. It has become apparent that MARAC referrals do work well in deterring repeat victims, but not all domestic cases are discussed at this conference. Target hardening from the fire service and is an approach used to tackle repeat victimisation. These methods further safeguard victims of crime by ensuring that their premises are secured and makes them better equipped to deal with any further altercations. Police forces across the UK were able to use evidence-based policing to establish that they needed the assistance of multi- agency to ensure that victims’ properties are secured. 

[bookmark: _Hlk115690688]


After careful reflection of the incident using Gibbs (1988) reflective cycle, I’m now able to conclude and analyse what went well. I think I approached the situation with an open mind and did not let unconscious bias effect my judgement, since I had dealt with the victim before, but as a subject. I was able to identify the high-risk element and cohesive controlling behaviour. Having discussed options used by both the police and professional, I believe that the approach does depend on the likelihood of threat, risk and harm. Which is why officers need to justify and document their decision if not taking positive action and imposing bail conditions on the subjects. I conclude, that to fully safeguard the individual the police would need to either seek to enforce bail conditions or remand the subject to prison. Having discussed repeat victimisation and using evidence-based policing, I have been able to identify that the there are several approaches that work in tacking repeat victimisation, such as target hardening, and MARAC referral. Although, I still believe that the most effective tool to tackle this is either to enforce bail conditions or a DVPO to ensure this is dealt with accordingly and to put measures in place to safeguard the victim.






Word count- 2,185
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:












Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
[bookmark: _Hlk113008124]A leading argument for any officer of senior rank is that crime has decreased over the years. Officially this statement is true, as adults aged 18 years and over had experienced 11.3 million offences in the year ending in March 2022 (Flatel, 2022). Comparing this data with statistics from March 2020 and you will note there was no statistically significant change in the estimated levels of total crime. With a decrease in theft and robbery, which have a serious effect on communities and their relationship with police forces (Flately, 2022). 



However, if you look further into this statistic, you will identify that there are factors why this figure is not accurate. The Covid-19 Pandemic, which saw a reduction of people on the streets, and so, a reduction of crime. Also, recent incidents showing police forces in a negative light, and has led to some losing faith in the police and so, not reporting incidents (BBC, February 2020). By looking deeper into the crime statistic, you will see a complex rise in violent crimes in local communities, such as knife crime. 



In this essay, I will focus on the sharp increase in knife crime and link this to an incident that I attended that had the capabilities to have a serious effect on the wider community. As I discuss the incident, I will show how I overcame the complex issue and how I was able to detain a male armed with a machete in a safe manner. Additionally, throughout this essay I will discuss the measures that my force has put in place to act as an intervention to knife crimes. A conclusion will then be conducted, looking at the incident as a whole and identify which method is most suited regarding community engagement.


Knife crime has become an increasing problem for the police. A problem that arises from the use of knives is that it’s difficult to control the purchase of them, which is due to how assessable they are. Most purchase knives for the purpose of conducting everyday tasks, however, a bladed article could be used in a threatening way in most environments by individuals that deliberately take the article without any intention of using it for the designed purpose. As of March 2022, the UK has seen a 10% increase in recorded offences involving knives or sharp objects (Flately, 2022). With over 235 police recorded murders involving a knife or sharp article in England and Wales from March 2021 to March 2022 (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2022).


[bookmark: _Hlk117504307] In terms of UK legislation, Section 139 Criminal Justice Act states:


“It is an offence for a person to have with him an article which has a blade or is sharply pointed (except a folding pocketknife) in a public place without good reason or lawful authority. The onus of proof being on the carrier” (Criminal Justice Act, 1988).



The incident that I’m going to discuss involves me detaining a male outside of the nightclub who reportedly brandished a large machete at a member of staff. It was on a Saturday night, and the immediate area was congested with members of the public. Even though the male had left prior to police arrival, I identified that this incident has a more complex issue within the community. The LPA was currently experiencing gang violence, where two rival gangs are in a feud, which has resulted in several stabbings in populated areas on weekends. Therefore, I had suspicion that this could be gang related, and so I must approach this situation with extra caution to preserve community engagement.



After obtaining a full description of the male in question and a potential route that he might have taken. Using the NDM, I gathered all the information and intelligence and attempted to establish a strategy of what I would do if I encountered the male (College of Policing, 2014). 


A further call came from the door staff at the night club, that the male had returned and was standing outside of the nightclub entrance. I was located 2 minutes away from the nightclub and made my way to the area.


I was then entering the phase of the NDM where I considered the options and actions that was available to me when I arrived (College of Policing, 2014). I had limited information about the male’s demeanour or where he was keeping the knife. However, there were over 25 people in that small area where the male was reported to be, and so, it was imperative that their safety was considered. I outlined two potential options; either contain the male until appropriate support was available or detain the male swiftly, preventing him from brandishing the knife. I arrived at the scene and the door staff pointed out the male, who immediately began to walk inside the club when he noticed me. The nightclub was busy and dark, which would have been even more dangerous. Therefore, whilst still adopting the NDM, I decided that I must swiftly detain the male.



The male was detained by myself before he had an opportunity to go into the club or reach for anything in his pockets. A Section 1 PACE Search was conducted whereby a machete and a kitchen knife was located. The male was arrested for possession of a bladed article. Whilst the male was being interviewed, he admitted to carrying the knife, but only due to that it was for his own safety. As he was victim to an assault by a rival gang and he was fearful that this would happen again. 


This male was once a victim, and due to the trauma he had received, he felt obliged to carry a knife for his protection. Academics have studied victims of crime and the steps they take to ensure that they overcome the effects of the incident. Research identifies that victim of crimes are forced to make changes to their behaviours and lifestyle to avoid becoming a victim again (Turanovic, Rodgriguez, Pratt, 2012). In this case, the male felt the need to carry a knife, as he needed to protect himself and he felt that the police could not protect him. This is no excuse for the male two potentially lethal weapons out in public. However, this incident is a good example to show the complexity of communities and the increase in knife crime. 


One of the biggest assistances in tackling this complex crime is community engagement. When the public feel comfortable enough to engage with officers, it will make them willing to provide intelligence that could help deter offences involving knives. Additionally, community engagement would prove an effective deterrent in tacking knife crime because the public would feel confident in the police’s ability to protect the community and therefore, would not need to carry weapons to protect themselves. However, there are many obstacles to community engagement that restrict police forces in tacking knife crime. Throughout the UK, 3 core problems were identified and linked to the rise in knife crime primarily between those aged 13-24 years old which are, poverty, lack of opportunities, and gang mentality (Kinsella Brooke, 2011). 


A ‘knife amnesty bin’ has been adopted by my force to tackle these types of crime. This is where of the public can dispose all types of knives to the police in a safe manner, with no fear of prosecution. This attempts to encourage individuals, especially those aged 13-24 years old, who could be exposed to gangs to hand in bladed or sharply pointed articles into police stations. Analysing this method, I feel that it has been successful as it sees the surrender of knives, machetes, and other sharply pointed articles and due to the discretion of the police where no one would be prosecuted, it reassures the community and promotes engagement.


One limitation of the amnesty bin is that it is located inside a police station, and this does not appeal to everyone.  Due to many being anti-police and do not want to be regarded as a ‘snitch’. If the bins were moved to a ‘neutral’ location, such as outside a school or a shopping centre, then there is a potential that more people would come forward and surrender articles. Essex Police have also adopted this method but have placed the boxes outside a shop and a police station, therefore no person would be associated with the police. This method was viewed as a success, and over 400 bladed articles were disposed of safely in the summer (PFCC, 2014). If my force were to move the boxes from inside the station to the outside, then this would assist in the resolving the issues of knife crime and promote community engagement, as it makes the bins more assessable.


Education regarding knife crime is another method my force has used to tackle the complexity of knife crime. Knife crime is predominantly more common with people aged 13-24 years old and research has found that a lack of education regarding the severity of the crime was at the core (Kinsella. 2011). Officers work with schools to organise knife crime workshops, to highlight the repercussions of carrying a bladed article in public. They incorporate education in a way that make it interesting and appealing, using educational games and videos. These workshops are beneficial, as it provides an opportunity to stop youths continuing down the road that could see them join gangs. This method also builds a rapport with the younger generation and seeks to improve community engagement. Stopping youths from taking matters into their own hands if met with a problem and to understand that the police force is there to help them. 


Reflecting on this method, I feel these do engage with youths, and does spread awareness of the effects of knife crime and the consequences. However, the rise in gang culture and social media, has made appealing to the younger generation and educating them on knife crime difficult. Early intervention does not always work, with an increase in knife crime, police forces must use tactics to pre-emptive violent attacks by using relevant police powers. 


Stop search operations has been an extremely effective tool used by my force in countering the complexity of knife crime. This gives officers and opportunity to reduce the risks of a knife attack by searching individuals under section 1 of Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Whilst any warranted officer can utilise a stop search, many are unable to due to operational demand. Also, being in police uniform makes it difficult to approach those under suspicion of carrying a bladed article. A planned plain-clothes operation allows officers time to target areas and people with recent intelligence of knife possession. Other forces, such as Nottingham Police have used this tactic, and they have claimed real success, dealing with over 1,000 offences in 2019 (Jarram, 2019). Analysing this, I feel that this method does prove successful, as these planned operations have a high arrest rate and sends out a warning that the force are doing all they can to tackle this complexity. 


However, in terms of community engagement, this method goes one of two ways. The first is that the community view this as good use of taxpayers’ money and keeps their area safe from crime. Allowing individuals to feel comfortable and safer in their community. However, some people could believe that these operations profile members of the community and are a breach of their human rights. Making some officers hesitant to utilise this police power.


 Overall, this method is a useful tool when dealing with violent crime. The incident that I dealt with relied on stop search powers to detain the male and locate the two knives. The opinion that the power could be used for police neglect is a cause for concern, however with knife crime continuing to increase, I feel this is an appropriate intervention if used accordingly. 


After discussing the above, I have concluded that crime has become more complex and thus, making it harder to police. I discussed an incident I dealt with which involved a male brandishing a knife in public, which he later admitted to having one in his possession out of fear of repercussions. This demonstrates how complex the issue of knife crime has become, as the individuals carried a weapon for the protection of himself, a responsibility that should be with the police. I highlighted 3 interventions my force had adopted to tackle knife crime that also promotes community engagement. I identified the positives and negatives of them all, and I can now conclude that the most effective measure in place would be the knife amnesty bin. This allows people to fully engage with the police force, since a person would not be prosecuted for having been in possession of a bladed article. This assists community engagement as it installs trust in the police and that trust would allow people to feel more comfortable in assisting police with future investigations.
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Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 





















Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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