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Research Question:
The aim of the dissertation is to analyse in detail the theological and philosophical responses which arose following the two great catastrophes for the Jewish faith namely, the destruction of the second temple in 70 CE and the Shoah. This research area is of great interest to me as the Jewish religion and specifically, the great trials of faith experienced by Jews are arguably greater than that experienced of any religion or religious followers. No two events could have shaped Jewish religion and discourse than these and their very impact on the way that Jews view their religion, God and their responses to suffering make it a subject worth investing in.
Methodology: 
My main approach to researching the theological and philosophical responses will be a library-based approach, focusing on the literature from various scholars writing on these two critical events in Jewish history, analysing the responses to these events. Furthermore, I will then compare the responses to the respective catastrophes using the literature as a method for analysing the different Jewish responses to both tragedies.  
Chapter Outline:
My response will be formatted in the following way with an introduction followed by three chapters split into sub-headings, and a conclusion which will offer an insight to the overall achievement of the aims of this dissertation and a final analysis of the two catastrophes.
· Chapter 1 would include an introduction to the research question and its aims. This will set out the rationale for the research question and how these aims will be achieved. I will indicate the structure of the dissertation and its achievements of the aims indicated above as analysing the specific Jewish responses to two great catastrophes for their religion.
· Chapter 2 will briefly outline the context surrounding the destruction of the second temple in 70 CE followed by the importance of this event for the overall dissertation aims. This event has been selected as being an event which deeply affected the Jewish religion and which through the devastation changed the religion. This chapter will seek to outline the theological and philosophical responses to the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE utilizing the work of academics and scholars in the field to analyse the responses in pursuit of the achievement of the aims of this dissertation. 
This chapter shall draw on the apocalyptic responses to this great catastrophe including the sources of 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch which arose as a result of the destruction. Both these apocalyptic texts respond to the destruction in 70 CE through setting their responses and revelations during the time of the destruction of the first temple and the exile which followed. However, it is clear that both these texts are referring to the destruction of the second temple in their responses and express great grief and questioning of the divine in light of the events surrounding the Jewish faith in the immediacy after the catastrophe. 
Furthermore, the chapter will draw on the literature of key figures during the time of the destruction such as Flavius Josephus (CE 37- c100) whose major works such as the historical detail contained in Jewish war provide a vital source for examining the impact of the destruction of the second Temple whilst also determining Josephus’ own theological response to the destruction. 
Finally, this chapter will seek to outline some of the key Rabbinic responses to the destruction of the temple, for example, the view that the Passover Seder was a rabbinic addition, the purpose of which was to help the Jewish community cope in the aftermath of the destruction. Further analysis will determine some similarities and differences in the key theological and philosophical Jewish responses following the destruction of the second temple, for example, the issue of sinful blame for the destruction within the apocalyptic texts which can also be found in the works of Josephus.
· Chapter 3 will outline the theological and philosophical responses to the Shoah and will include the work of many academics and scholars in the study of the Shoah and will acknowledge the importance of this chapter to the dissertation aims. This chapter shall be key in the understanding of the responses which arose as a result of the Shoah catastrophe which can be utilized in the following chapter comparing the responses to the two great catastrophes. 
The chapter shall include the various responses of key figures in the response to the Shoah such as Richard Rubenstein and his response alluding to the death of God where he questioned the belief in an omnipotent God after the Shoah and made reference to the death of God where the link between heaven and earth is broken rather than the literal death of a deity.
Other theories shall be discussed such as Eliezer Berkovits who developed the concealing of the face response which made reference to the divine feeling the pain of those experiencing devastation, however, due to God’s unwavering respect for human free will he does not intervene in these matters. God has not gone, we do not live in the time of the death of God according to Berkovits, his face is hidden for a period of time. Other responses will be discussed in this chapter such as the emotive, radical ones developed by figures such as Ignaz Maybaum who described Hitler as God’s instrument and the response of Emil Fackenheim who makes use of the commanding voice of God, present in the death camps during the Shoah and commanding his people to survive the Shoah and to not provide Hitler any victory.
· Chapter 4 will compare the theological and philosophical responses to the two great Jewish catastrophes, drawing on the key literature relating to these two events and analysing similarities and differences between the responses to these two events. For example a discussion on issues of theodicy (justification of God in light of evil’s existence) which was a prominent response following both catastrophes and God’s involvement in these catastrophes. 
· To conclude I will make final comments on the relationship between these two key catastrophes in Jewish history, highlighting some of the major differences also and seeking to understand the significance of these events of the survival of the Jewish religion.
In conclusion, the dissertation will aim to outline the key similarities and differences in the Jewish responses to two of the great catastrophes which the religion has faced. It will utilize various sources to do so and will use the literature of scholars and academics in the field to outline the responses and to analyse them.
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