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“The police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system’’. Discuss the extent to which the above statement is correct.


[bookmark: _Int_TtV3M8Qp]This essay will cover UK Government, police and courts, what they do in the justice system, and whether they play an important role. The justice system is a part of the state, which includes the police, the prison services and the courts as well as the probation services and the crown prosecution service (Judiciary, 2024). This essay will look at the role of the police within the justice system and compare this with the role of the courts. Police need the courts as much as the courts need police because without police the court has no one to put on trial and without the court the police have no one to sentence the people they arrest.
[bookmark: _Int_iwMFqn1H]The police, courts and prison service all play a crucial role in the justice system, although there are other agencies and people that support this role as well. The police have various roles which include patrolling, talking to the public and maintaining public safety (Brown, 2021). One of the roles of the police is to carry out stop and search. The definition of stop and search is to briefly stop someone at random and to have reasonable suspicion to check for any weapons or controlled drugs, and if they are not carrying either of those items then they can go about their day (UK Government, 2024). Cho et al. (2015) state that the police use multiple techniques to carry out stop and searches and when they do this, they are making sure that all requirements are met and that they missed nothing, as failure to find a hidden weapon could result in serious consequences.
The legislation that governs police powers is section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994. This is important because the police need to tell the suspect what law they are keeping the suspect under, for example it could be the Criminal Evidence Act 1984 or Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, and so forth. Also, the reason this procedure must be followed is so that the case does not get dropped in court and by doing so it makes the case legal. This is important because the police have high ethical standards and so they must follow the law down to the letter, because if they cannot follow their own laws how are they expecting the public to do the same, since the police are meant to lead by example. This shows that when the police follow procedures, they contribute to the justice system by bringing criminals to court.
[bookmark: _Int_yLxN3LHZ]Police codes of practice keep all the police accountable for their actions in case one of them tries to abuse that power. Police and Criminal Evidence (PACE) codes of practice state that the person and police officer are on equal ground, so the officer does not have any more rights than the person does, and it goes both ways. Both parties are equal in the law, and both have the same rights. This means that when a police officer tries to stop and search the public, the public can refuse or give consent since everyone is allowed to have a choice, unless the officer has a reason to suspect the person of carrying a concealed weapon or something harmful such as a gun or knife. UK Government (2013) states that codes of practice cover the interviewing of detainees and the Human Rights Act 1998 covers this too because it outlaws torture. Also, the officer is required to give the detainee food and drink if they ask for it, as denying them of that basic need is seen as denying them of their human rights and will be used against the police in court. According to Ely, Bond, and Wilson (2014 p. 30-33) the police do play a massive role in the justice system, because they are the main reason it works since the police are the ones going out there every day and night bringing people to justice. 
The UK Government (2022) states that the police have various methods of investigating and gathering evidence to make sure they bring in the right person for a crime. Evidence can include the use of body cam footage, fingerprints, CCTV, and DNA and this is good because it shows the public that the police are being transparent and are willing to help close cases by showing up to court and being a witness. Therefore, without police there would be no one to bring in people for sentencing and the courts and justice system would not work as intended.
According to Magistrates Association (2024) the courts in the UK are buildings where people go to be put on trial and to be judged fairly. Their primary function is to hand down sentences to criminals without bias. The way the courts sentence someone is they first look at the evidence and make sure that the accused and the judge do not know each other as it could affect the outcome. There are different types of courts, for example magistrates' courts deal with incidents such as shop lifting, theft, fraud and drugs and high courts deal with more serious crime such as murder and manslaughter (Queensland, 2023).
The courts play an important role in carrying out justice because without the courts defendants would not be judged fairly, so it is important that courts are in place to properly sentence offenders as without the courts the offenders will be back out and causing trouble (Clark, 2018). In other words, the courts and police are both needed since they both play an important role in the justice system, and they need each other to ensure a smooth operation and to put offenders away since one does not work without the other.
The police are a crucial part of the justice system but when there are corrupt police officers in the ranks, they are going against what the justice system stands for and against the principles and morals of their job. This can have a massive impact on the progress they make, and it makes the police less trustworthy. An example of this is an investigation into police corruption which took place between 1978 and 1982, in which some officers took bribes and looked the other way to allow drug dealers to carry on dealing. The investigation was then blocked by senior officers and was not made public until 2018 (Guardian, 2018).
In 1984 the Royal Commission set out a recommendation for a new Act called the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. The purpose of this Act was to unite the police so that they could stand strong, but at the same time make sure their power is limited to prevent corruption. The Criminal Evidence Act 1984 is the reason why the PACE codes of practice exist, and its purpose is to regulate police officers by keeping them in check, so they do not get out of control and in doing so it protects the rights of the individual and the rights the public, so the public will be more supportive of the police and the tough challenges they face daily. Also, by giving the public rights they will hopefully feel safer leaving their house and enjoying themselves since they have rights (UK Government, 2023).
Recent changes to PACE came into force which include stop and search powers in the Public Order Act 2023 and changes to police powers by the National Security Act 2023 (College of Policing, 2024). Also, the changes were made because the code was outdated and got replaced by a newer code which meant the previous one was obsolete. It also covers police powers and the requirements for making a record of the stop or encounter (UK Government, 2023).
Reforms of the Police and the Independent Office of Police Conduct (IOPC) are needed to gain trust in the police by making them more accountable and precise along with a new Director General for the IOPC (UK Government, 2024). According to the Police Foundation (2022) the police and their culture needs a whole new way of operating, and they suggest the creation of a new agency which will invest in front line police and give them better technology so that the service can be upgraded from top to bottom. Also, the Police Foundation claim that if the way policing is being carried out does not change, this will destroy the principle of policing because in 2021 53% of all crime was fraud and cybercrime and only 0.1% resulted in charges, and there has also been a 240% rise in rape cases reported to the police with only 1.5% of those cases resulting in a charge.
In the UK the police and courts work together to provide justice for the whole of the community. The police carry out various roles including maintaining order and public safety, and they have the power to stop and search if there is a valid reason. According to the College of Policing (2013), the police have statutory laws in place to prevent them from doing anything that is unlawful. This gives the public more confidence in the police. Also, the Criminal Evidence Act 1984 aims to ensure that police in both England and Wales tackle crime to the best of their ability, and this has been updated recently. Police also investigate crime and bring evidence to court which is a valuable contribution to the justice system. Based on the evidence provided, the police do play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system, however, there has been corruption within the police force, and this hindered the progress of legal processes. Due to recent developments and public trust being at an all-time low, reforms have been proposed by the Police Foundation which will invest in front line policing and technology to improve the likelihood of cases being solved and rebuild public trust.
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