: SAGE. Page 73.

Inter-disciplinary

* Question:

Development of Literacy:

Development of Numeracy:

Development of Digital Competence:

Benefits of using an inter-

disciplinary approach:

Barnes (2015) suggests that in this

approach:

* Creative responses are generated
amongst the learners.

* New understandings are created
and real life problems can be
solved through the combination of
disciplines.

The knowledge and understanding
in the separate subjects is
increased.

* Enriches the learners personal
growth, lifelong learning habits
and academic skills (Jones, 2009).

Limitations of using an inter-

disciplinary approach:

. New misconceptions and half
understood ideas can be
produced when two, three or
four subjects are applied to
the same experience (Barnes
and Shirley, 2007; Roth, 2000
and Willingham, 2013) .
There maybe less clarity about
what a subject entails (Barnes,
2015).

Co-teaching and sharing
responsibilities within an
interdisciplinary approach
may create problems (Jones,
2009).

Theme-based

Theme:

Development of Literacy:

Development of Numeracy:

Development of Digital Competence:

Benefits of using a theme-based

approach:

. Learners are informed and
motivated through a wide
variety of subjects (Barnes,
2015).

The learning is viewed more
holistically (Hayes, 2010).
Can have a positive impact on
concept learning (Liu and
Wang, 2010).
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Limitations of using a theme-

based approach:

. Some teachers may lack an
understanding of the theme-
based approach and how to
implement it properly (Finch e¢
al., 1997). This may result in
unclear aims and tenuous links
(Barnes, 2015).

If the theme-based approach is
not properly implemented then
teachers may struggle with
assessment for learning
(Retnawati ef al., 2016)

Hayes (2010) suggests that too
much learner choice within a
theme-based approach may
allow learners to avoid areas
they find difficult.




