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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. understand and contribute to philosophical and practical debate concerning the concept of ‘landscape’;

2. critically evaluate the role of society, history and personal experience in contributing to perceptions of landscape;

3. critically analyse the relationship between landscape and recreation and suggest sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION





In essay format (in 2,500 words) evaluate critically the forces that shape our perception of landscape.

In your discussion you should consider:

· What landscape means to the people who interact with it, and you should also consider what variables, both internal and external to the individual or group affect this interaction.  
· You should also draw from your own context – why, if at all, does landscape matter to you?

Academic and case study material should be used to underpin your argument throughout your work.
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This essay will be unpacking what landscape may mean to different people and how they may view an interpret it. It will begin with what landscapes may mean to different communities with a rich heritage. To gain an understanding how they may view and interact with the landscape around them. The essay will then look at how a person’s education could impact the way they view a landscape. Next it will unpack how weather and the time of the year can affect how a person perceives the landscape in front of them. It will then look at how the romanticism movement attempted to flip societies point of view of the natural world. From a wanting to control the environment to being a part of it, and how that helped shape our modern vires of landscapes. The essay will then discuss what a capitalist viewpoint maybe of the world. Finally, will discuss how my background and experiences have impacted the way I will view a landscape. 

Firstly, I shall begin by unpacking what landscape is. To many it is merely a large area of countryside (Cambridge dictionary, 2022), or a scene that we are looking at. Alternatively, “is it the mutual embeddedness and interconnectivity of self, body, knowledge, and land-landscape as the world we live in?” (Wylie, 2007, p.1,2). A great number of people will say that it is what they can see out of there window and others will say that it is about having a greater sense of place (a deeper connection to the area they are in). So, it is fair to say that perhaps landscape may mean different things to different people. There are many deciding factors that may determine how a person, or a group of people view a landscape. One consideration could be where a person or a group of people grew up. This could impact how they view the scene in front of them. For example, the miners from South Wales, in places like the Rhondda Valles and Blaenavon’s Big Pitt, may feel a deep senses of pride in the rich heritage of the pits surrounding them. This may allow them to gain a deeper sense of place, and a greater connection to the surrounding area. But whilst they may feel a real sense of pride in the history that encompasses the area and a sense of belonging to the environment, they might also feel trapped. Due to the conditions, they worked in. They may feel this both mentally, from the arduous work, watching friends and/or family suffer and sometimes die. To the economical snare they might feel stuck within and the physical toll that it took on their bodies. David Alexander’s song ‘Working Man’ describes the negatives of working the mines:

“It's a working man l am
And I've been down under ground
And I swear to God if ever see the sun
Or for any length of time
I can hold it in my mind
I never again will go down under ground
At the age of sixteen years
Oh he quarrels with his peers
Who vowed they'd never see another one
In the dark recess of the mines
Where you age before your time
And the coal dust lies heavy on your lungs
At the age of sixty-four
Oh, he'll greet you at the door
And he'll gently lead you by the arm
Through the dark recess of the mines
Oh, he'll take you back in time
And he'll tell you of the hardships that were had.”
(Alexander, 1990)

He paints a vivid picture of blackened lungs and the trauma the miners had to endure. Despite songs and stories like this, mining is still a celebrated and is a cherished element of the Welsh history. When the miners’ strike stopped in 1985 (BBC. 2008) and the mines where lost the local economy crashed, leaving the areas in ruins. But despite this, mining remains imbedded in the culture of South Wales. This is somthing I believe gives local communities in South Wales a unique view on the landscapes around them, as Mitchell states in ‘Landscape and Power’ to understand landscape their must be an outcome and a reflection of cultural values (). In this case ex-miners and the mining communities will be proud of their rich heritage in their areas and have a deep connection to it. Because to them their local landscape is more than a view from a window it’s a part of who they are.
 

Another factor that could contribute to how a person views a landscape is one’s education and life experiences. This could affect their positionality, which is the theory that claims that individuals have a position that impacts how they socially construct the world around them (Kezar and Lester, 2010, P.166). In theory, someone who went to a forest school for education rather than mainstream school may have a greater respect for the environment. However, someone who has spent less time learning outdoors will potentially have less of a connection to the landscape and therefore less respect for the outdoor environment. So, their topophilia, which is a human’s affective ties to the material environment (Tuan. 1990. P.93), will be different from one another. Another example is if a person was a keen climber, they would view other landscapes differently to someone that did not climb. Case in point is Rhossili, Gower, a passer-by may see sharp quarry-like cliffs whilst walking to Worms Head. Whilst having no real idea about where they were or why they are there. However, for a climber, they might have a higher topophilia and have more knowledge of the area. They may know that most of these 15–20-meter cliffs are abandoned quarries, that have now been recently bolted to aid with climbing. Due to their deeper understanding of the area, the climber may have a more profound sense of place, but this is not to say that they have a greater respect for the landscape in front of them, it may just be different. As the walker is most likely there to admire the environment and enjoy it.

Another key factor in how people may view and interact with the landscape in front of them will be down to the weather and the time of year. The weather can both effect the mood of a landscape and the mood within oneself. In literature, the weather is often used to describe the way a person or a character is feeling. Studies suggest that there is a corelation between the weather and how a person feels. The paper ‘The Effects of Weather on Daily Mood’, suggests that “Vitamin D3, which is produced in skin exposed to the hormone of sunlight, has been found to change serotonin levels in the brain, which could account for changes in mood” (Denissen, J.J.A. et al. 2008). The provides evidence that the weather surrounding a landscape can affect how person may feel and therefore interact with said landscape. If it is an overcast, rainy day with force 6 winds, the mood of the landscape can be vastly different to when it is basked in glorious sunshine. Therefore, with this in mind, if a person was to visit a place when they weather is stormy or during the winter months, they may forever have a bad experience of it. They may never go back there again. Meaning there topophilia towards the particular landscape may be one of concern and loathing.

During the late 18th and early 19th century there was a change in opinion in the natural environment, an artistic movement called Romanticism (Kehoe. 2022). Poets and artists began to describe the natural world as something beautiful, and something that is untameable should be embraced. Romanticism was an artistic and intellectual movement which took place throughout Europe. It emphasised the importance of emotional sensitivity and individual subjectivity to nature (Kehoe. 2022). This was a stark contrast to how people used to view it. The classical perspective was that nature was there to be controlled and used. Civilisation was seen as progression, power, and control (Burns, 2022). This shift in perceptions flipped the views of European society from wanting to control the natural landscape to appreciating it as it is. A staple figure in this movement was William Wordsworth. He was a successful and heavily celebrated “poet of spiritual and epistemological speculation, a poet concerned with the human relationship to nature and a fierce advocate of using the vocabulary and speech patterns of common people in poetry” (Poetry Foundation.2022). His work often depicts him in celebration of nature and all it has to offer. For example, his poem ‘To The Cuckoo’ describes him in rejoicing in hearing the first Cuckoo of the year. 

“O blithe New-comer! I have heard,
I hear thee and rejoice.
O Cuckoo! shall I call thee Bird,
Or but a wandering Voice?

While I am lying on the grass
Thy twofold shout I hear;
From hill to hill it seems to pass,
At once far off, and near.”

(Wordsworth. 1807)
This extract from the poem paints a clear picture in the reader’s head; of Wordsworth enjoying being surrounded by nature. His topophilia in this is one off enjoyment, he is intrigued where the cuckoo is and wishes for it to never go. In this moment he has found a deep sense of place and appreciation of the landscape in front of him. The Romanticism movement and its radical view pushed civilisation to gain a greater understanding of the landscape beyond our doors. Despite this movement, the modern and the often-westernised ways of life suggest we still have a classical perspective of nature. 

	 The western world is built on capitalism, with the sole purpose of generating wealth. Capitalism is an economic and political system in which property, business and industries are controlled by privet owners rather than being state run, with the sole purpose of making profit (Cambridge Dictionary, 2022). This capitalism system controls almost all our day to day lives from food and drink to what car we drive, the western world revolves around it. it has created a vicious cycle of supply and demand, to the point that we currently use the resources of 1.7 planets (Global footprint Network. 2017). With this in mind, it is easy to see that a system like capitalism will chose higher profits over being more sustainable and eco-friendlier. A person with a more capitalistic point of view is likely to view a landscape with an enteral perspective, what will make money? Whereas someone with a less capitalistic viewpoint will look to perhaps enjoy the landscape in front of them. 

	My personal background certainly influences my phenomenology. I believe that I am particularly lucky, in a sense, as I grew up in a small town surrounded by farmland and woodlands. Which has given me a deep appreciation for open spaces that are relatively natural. It makes feel free and at home. But when I am in a city centre my topophilia is completely different I feel lost and diss-connected from the landscape around me. Having grown up where I did, has allowed me to experience the outdoor world in many ways. For example, I have taken part in many outdoor adventurous sports like climbing, Kayaking surfing to name a few. Each of them has brought me closer to the landscape where the activity took place. A perfect example of this is climbing at Bone Hill, Dartmoor, because of the incredible time I had there I gained a deeper connection to its landscape and thus had a better sense of place.  On the other hand, whilst surfing at Saint Ives, Cornwall, I was knocked unconscious by a friend’s board. I woke up being helped to sure by the same friend. The experience instantly gave me a new sense of vulnerability in the ocean, and ever since I have had a greater respect for the water. Saint Ives to me is now the beach where I nearly died. Its experiences like these that really allow me to gain a deeper sense of place to a landscape. 

	To conclude I believe that it is fair to say that landscape will mean different things to different people. Different cultures will view the world around them very differently to others. This includes everything from how they were educated, brought up, their background and the experiences they have had. My own view of view of a landscape may be completely different to someone who grew up in a city because we will have different values. Overall phenomenology (how view the world around us) is a personal thing. Every individual is different.


“It's a working man l a And I've been down under ground, And I swear to God if ever see the sour for any length of time I can hold it in my mind never again will go down under ground the age of sixteen year Oh he quarrels with his peers Ho vowed they'd never see another one
 the dark recess of the mine Where you age before your timed the coal dust lies heavy on your lungs the age of sixty-foretell greet you at the doored he'll gently lead you by the arm
Through the dark recess of the, he'll take you back in timed he'll tell you of the hardships that were had.”
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