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Essay 1

This essay aims to examine the potential impact of the Code of Ethics in mitigating instances of professional misconduct and increasing public confidence in the police. To assess the significance of police officers by emphasising the necessity for uniform adherence to shared values, norms, and ethics. The Code of Ethics was formulated by the College of Policing in 2014, fulfilling its function as the authoritative institution for the policing profession. It adheres to the fundamental ideas upon which British policing was established. It emphasises the obligation of individuals employed in the field of policing to conduct themselves in a manner that is most likely to cultivate the trust and endorsement of their fellow citizens (College of Policing, 2014).
The concept of ethics within policing was first raised by Sir Robert Peel (1829) The aim to establish and delineate a morally upright police force, to accomplish this objective, a set of nine principles that have come to be recognised as Peelian's principles (College of Policing, 2014). The main concept behind these principles was the idea of ‘policing by consent’ (Home Office, 2012).
The Policing by Consent approach to policing was unique in history and around the world since it was based on public cooperation with police rather than fear. The decrease in confidence levels can have significant consequences for the legitimacy of the police (Jackson & Sunshine, 2007) and the metric of confidence has emerged as the dominant conceptualization of effective policing (Gabbidon & Higgins, 2009). Failure to uphold these standards among officers may result in a detrimental impact on public perception, leading to a loss of trust and confidence within in the police. Individuals who experience feelings of police misbehaviour or betrayal are more susceptible to engaging in illegal activities and less likely to report crimes.
The practise of policing has been subject to increased scrutiny in recent years, with cases such as the murder of Stephen Lawerence that prompted an investigation into policing within communities predominantly BAME. The phrase 'BAME' highlights certain ethnic minority populations, namely those of Asian and black descent (GOV.UK, 2021). Lawrence was a black youth who was murdered. The investigation found that professional incompetence, systemic racism, and poor leadership had harmed it. The Met identified personnel, received criticism, and got specific recommendations for tackling racism. (Crime and Investigation, 2020).
The murder of Sarah Everard is another high-profile example where the police’s failure to uphold the code of ethics/ policing standards had a detrimental impact on public confidence and perception of the police. This was a particular pageant as a police officer had abused his position to carry out his crimes. Wayne Couzens was condemned to life for murdering Sarah Everard. There was nationwide outrage and calls for more action against violence against women after this high-profile case. (Morton, 2021).
The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) investigated and found that the Met failed to properly investigate two Couzens indecent exposure accusations in February 2012. Kent police also ignored another Couzens-related indecent exposure incident in 2015. Despite three sexual crimes, he was never investigated, which lead to Vigils and nonviolent protests around the UK. (Crime Investigation UK, n.d.)
As seen in the case of Sarah Everard, instances of professional misconduct can still occur inside any Police force, even with the code of ethics in place. The behaviours exhibited by a few dishonest officers have the potential to tarnish the reputation of the majority who diligently strive to protect the welfare of the public. In instances of adversity, individuals occupying positions of authority such as law enforcement personnel and other public figures assume a prominent role. The legitimacy and public confidence of law enforcement agencies may be compromised because of a few in unethical behaviour. It is imperative that impartial entities undertake investigations and ensure that these individuals are held responsible, so reinstating and perpetuating public trust.
A study conducted by Mynenko and Ditcham, (2022) showed that public confidence in the police had gone down from 62% in 2017 to 55% in 2020. (Mynenko and Ditcham, 2022). The introduction of the Professional Standards Department and the IPCC, now known as IOPC help to bridge the gap between the public and the police and help to improve and maintain public confidence within the police, as well as ensuring officers are held accountable for their actions (www.policeconduct.gov.uk, n.d.). 
Instances of violating the code of ethics can vary in severity, resulting in consequences that range from verbal admonishments to formal disciplinary investigations. The severity of the breach determines the appropriate course of action. (College of Policing, 2014). Police play a vital role in society and have significant powers, thus it's vital for the public to know that if they fail to uphold these powers according to professional standards, they will be punished or dismissed.
The efficacy of police carrying out their responsibilities is contingent upon the endorsement of their presence, conduct, and performance by the public, as well as their capacity to establish and uphold public respect (Home office, 2012). According to public perception, a police officer who performs their job in a manner that aligns with societal expectations and comprehension is likely to gain the trust of the general population (Hawdon, 2008).
Over the course of the last five decades, numerous academic inquiries have been conducted to examine the behaviour and attitudes of police officers. These studies have consistently revealed that officers frequently engage in the practise of bending, and in certain instances deliberately violating, established norms and regulations (Cain M (1973) However, it is worth noting that only a limited number of these instances are officially reported. Police abuse their public trust by concealing or not reporting colleagues (Westmarland L (2005).
Following the increase of misconduct being reported and the severity of the cases recently. A recent report shows that the government will do whatever it necessary to eliminate police misogyny and predatory behaviour (Gov.uk, 2023) The most recent barred list data which include police officers, barred between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 2021,257 officers were prohibited (College of Policing, n.d),
In conclusion, adherence to a code of ethics sets clear standards of behaviour for Police officers. When followed, it can help reduce misconduct and increase public confidence. Nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge that instances of misconduct still occur even with code of ethics in place. Hence, it is imperative that law enforcement personnel promptly confront and document such incidents to mitigate further escalation. As famously stated by Sir Robert Peel "the police are the public and the public are the police” (Lentz and Chaires, 2007).
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Essay 2 
The purpose of this essay is to analyse the effectiveness of a multi-agency approach to managing violent and sexual offenders by means of implementing the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) system. The main goal is to reduce the incidence of repeated criminal behaviour among those convicted of sexual and violent offenders in our local communities. This essay will additionally evaluate the benefits and negatives associated with the utilisation of multi-agency public protection arrangements (MAPPA), drawing on academic research and relevant case studies.


The UK has three legal and criminal justice jurisdictions (England and Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland), each with varying approaches to managing sexual abusers. The UK's sexual abuse issue has been a growing political and societal concern since the late 1980s. Sexual abuse is typically viewed as a public protection and risk management issue in the UK, with re-offending prevention and sex offender management as key drives (McCartan, 2018). The police play a crucial role in safeguarding society, yet they face inherent limitations in their capacity to do so independently. The primary role of the police is to react and address incidents that arise. However, to effectively combat violent and sexual offenders, it is imperative for the police to adopt a proactive approach towards crime prevention, working collaboratively with the community and partner organisations.
The main goal of the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) is to prevent sexual and violent offenders from reoffending, while protecting the public's safety through good communication between the police, probation, prison, and other relevant agencies (College of Policing, 2017).
The adoption of the MAPPA programme has demonstrated significant success in the reintegration of convicts into society, effectively mitigating the risk of reoffending. Service users who met the eligibility criteria demonstrated a lower rate of reoffending. The rate of recidivism among violent and non-registered sexual offenders demonstrated a decline over the span of four years, with a fall from 26% in 2000 to 23% in 2004.During the period from 2000 to 2010, there was a significant decrease in the rate of reoffending among individuals classified as high-risk for serious injury, with the percentage dropping from 29% to 16% (Bryant, Peck, and Lovbakke, 2015). The findings of this study demonstrate the positive influence of the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAAPA) on the management of offenders.
Research by the Home Office (2019) reported that MAPPA contributed to a 27% reduction in sexual and violent reconvictions. This demonstrates the success of collaborative efforts in reducing reoffending (GOV.UK, n.d.)
However, HM Inspectorate of Probation, HMICFRS, and HMIP found that the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) are inadequate and inconsistent after a comprehensive evaluation.
Inspectors found various issues, especially at Level 1. Due to late actions, inadequate pre-release planning for those transitioning from detention delays key procedures like arranging acceptable accommodation. Insufficient preparation before release failed to notify individuals of their post-release obligations and promote licencing compliance, posing a public safety concern. Lack of data gathering and sharing amongst partners was also inconsistent.
The report made several recommendations to standardise MAPPA supervision, including encouraging key partners to regularly analyse local referral data to ensure all appropriate cases are referred into MAPPA and allocated at the right level (Anon, 2022).
Nevertheless, despite its effectiveness, this system is limited in its ability to safeguard the public, as it merely serves to "mitigate" potential risks. The issue came to the forefront when a female individual fell victim to a convicted sex offender after a sequence of inadequacies exhibited by the agencies responsible for his release.
In 2005, Anthony Rice was on parole at the time and committed the act of killing Naomi Bryant, a 40-year-old resident of Winchester. Rice, aged 54, received a life sentence for the crimes of murder and sexual assault.
Rice was subject to the multi-agency public protection requirements of MAPPA. He was found guilty of committing sexual assault against an adult female in 1982, as well as sexually assaulting a five-year-old girl in 1975. (Naomi Bryant inquest: Failings in sex offender release, 2011).
This terrible incident serves as evidence that the potential dangers to the public will never be completely eradicated. Despite the collective efforts of several agencies, there will always be individuals with a propensity for engaging in such acts, regardless of preventive measures.
In a further case study, Leory Campbell was known for committing horrific sexual offences, particularly against single women. In late 2016, Campbell told his National Probation Service probation officer that he felt vulnerable and isolated due to his past criminal activity. Campell also expressed fears about committing other crimes, including sexual assault. Several weeks later, Campell sexually assaulted and murdered Lisa Skidmore. Campell also attempted to murder Lisa's elderly mother in her home and set it on fire, leaving her assumed dead; however, Mrs. Skidmore survived. Campbell required MAPPA after jail release and was under community management. During a critical time, police and probation responses were not coordinated. The probation department failed to document and forward critical information to the police, which would have happened if Campbell had been under a more multi-agency public protection arrangement (MAPPA) administration. MAPPA-level review chances were missed during the individual's interim licencing. The Parole Board relaxed Campbell's curfew limits more casually and earlier than expected. (HMI Probation, 2018).
When an offender is under community supervision, it is not feasible to completely eradicate the risk. However, the public has the right to anticipate that the authorities will fulfil their responsibilities by taking appropriate measures to mitigate risk to the greatest extent practicable. The incident described did not transpire in the present case.

The risk assessment and management of violent and sexual offenders are critical aspects of a multi-agency approach. Research by Grubin and Kelly (2003) highlighted the effectiveness of collaborative risk assessment in identifying high-risk offenders and developing tailored intervention strategies.

In conclusion, the management of violent and sexual offenders by the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) exhibits efficacy; nonetheless, it is crucial to recognise that achieving absolute elimination of the potential for reoffending can be unattainable. The existing methodology demonstrates a degree of formality, although it requires a thorough assessment and subsequent adjustments to improve its effectiveness. Effective coordination across different agencies is crucial to defending and safeguarding the most vulnerable individuals within our community. A multi-agency approach is essential to achieving this objective.
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Essay 3
This essay aims to examine the factors that support the validity of the 'lifestyle' theory in explaining how some vulnerable individuals can become victims of serious and organised crime. (SOC). Victimisation, the field's focus, must be understood before victimology theories can be examined. Victimisation occurs when someone or something exploits, oppresses, or harms another. It also includes stealing or destroying things. These activities can injure victims emotionally, physically, sexually, and financially. (Elawtalk, 2021).
Lifestyle theory demographics come from role expectations (cultural norms) and structural constraints (economic, family, etc.). Structures limit behavioural choices and role expectations, which leads to individual and subcultural adaptations and lifestyle variances. Lifestyles affect criminogenic exposure, both directly and through exposure to people with similar lifestyles (Hidelang et al., 1978).
In addition, according to the lifestyle-exposure theory, which has been discussed by (Garofalo 1987 and Meier & Miethe 1993), the likelihood of becoming a victim of a crime increases when one is exposed to criminalising situations.
Organised crime transcends national boundaries and is a pervasive global occurrence. According to the UK parliament (2020), the term "organised crime" refers to illicit activities that are strategically planned, organised, and executed by individuals operating independently, in collectives, or within international networks. The primary focus typically revolves around the acquisition of financial resources, profitability, influence, and authority (Winchester, 2021).
The ramifications of a crime of such magnitude invariably impact the broader populace, as they become either the direct victims or inadvertent casualties of illicit actions.
More British are affected by serious and organised crime (SOC) than any other national security issue. SOC can have serious consequences for inhabitants every day as criminals seek to abuse them in different ways. More young individuals and children are being targeted as the threat spreads and becomes more complex (National Crime Agency, 2019).
According to research, many organised criminals began acting inappropriately young and received a criminal sentence before 18. 25% of organised criminals were under 25. Early criminal activity can persist throughout adulthood and escalate into major and organised criminality (Individuals at Risk of Being Drawn into Serious and Organised Crime: A Prevent Guide, 2015).
County-line crime gangs commit most UK-organised drug crime. County boundaries is the habit of transferring illegal drugs across police and local authority boundaries, usually utilising juveniles or vulnerable people coerced by gangs (National Crime Agency, 2022).
In recent years, the United Kingdom has witnessed a notable increase in the enforcement efforts directed towards addressing the issue of 'cuckooing'. The primary emphasis of this practice pertains to the phenomenon in which drug dealers assume control of residences belonging to individuals who are susceptible to exploitation (Spicer, 2020).
There has been a notable increase in occurrences of cuckooing, whereby urban dealers are actively seeking to create additional bases in more rural areas. According to Coliandris (2015), it has been proposed that this is commonly achieved by focusing on individuals who are identified as "vulnerable." Individuals who have had their residences seized by said merchants encompass individuals who are afflicted with drug addiction, disabilities, mental health disorders, and elderly people. (Moyle, 2019)
Vulnerability arises when an individual, due to their specific status or circumstances, lacks the capacity to adequately provide for their own well-being or safeguard themselves and others from potential harm or exploitation. (College of Policing, 2021).
Factors that increase vulnerability include having criminal judicial involvement for minor infractions unrelated to county lines. Social isolation or problems, or a lack of support, can make it harder to receive help due to their economic vulnerability, victims or their families may take material things or money out of necessity and a lack of legal financial options. Being homelessness, or insecure housing, means having no safe atmosphere for security and privacy. Having a physical or learning handicap or being neurodivergent may make victims less able to detect or report exploitation. Mental health issues, exploiters may target low self-esteem or emotional well-being difficulties. Being in or leaving care, the setting of a person's admission to care might increase their vulnerability, and those in semi-independent/independent housing, out-of-area placement, or leaving care may have less access to support networks. Being excluded from mainstream education and/or a pupil at an alternative provision like a pupil referral unit may indicate exploitation, while being disengaged from meaningful activity, peers can evoke feelings of disenfranchisement. Unaccompanied asylum-seeking children and refugees may be vulnerable due to social and cultural isolation upon arrival and possible links to organised crime from their journey. (Home Office, 2020)
Another factor is adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), which refer to traumatic events encountered by individuals during their childhood before reaching the age of 18. These experiences possess the potential to exert enduring effects on their mental health, physical well-being, and general well-being. (Wisner, 2022)
Researchers have examined the prevalence of ACEs, their long-term effects, and trauma mitigation measures. Aces are common in the general population and vulnerable subgroups like the homeless, criminal justice, and refugee seekers. The findings showed that 47% of Welsh people had at least one adverse childhood experience (ACE), and 14% had four or more before the age of 18. Within early childhood experiences, vulnerability and criminal behaviour are closely intertwined. This correlation suggests that individuals who have experienced adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are at an elevated risk of being exposed to violence, either as victims or perpetrators, as well as being susceptible to substance misuse. Notably, this risk is particularly heightened when an individual has encountered four or more ACEs. (Violence Prevention Unit, n.d.)
This study shows that ACES negatively impacts childhood experiences, which can then lead to individuals becoming victims of serious and organised crime more susceptible.
In conclusion, the theoretical framework known as 'lifestyle theory' provides a valid explanation for the victimisation of vulnerable individuals of (SOC). Based on existing theories, an individual's susceptibility to victimisation is influenced by their chosen lifestyle, which may include engagement in behaviours such as substance abuse, alcohol drinking, or criminal behaviour. The prompt emphasises the importance of promptly implementing early intervention strategies to protect the most susceptible individuals within our communities.
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Essay 4
This essay aims to examine the efficacy of the partnership method as a primary strategy for preventing reoffending. This study aims to examine various forms of collaborative efforts and clarify the underlying reasons why the intervention may effectively reduce the likelihood of individuals re-engaging in criminal behaviour by addressing the fundamental factors contributing to reoffending.

Partnership approaches are predominantly founded upon the underlying principle that the resolution of intricate community safety and crime issues cannot be solely addressed or attributed to a single entity. There exists a variety of methods for delineating the characteristics of a partnership approach; yet it may be succinctly defined as a collaborative association between two or more entities with the aim of attaining a shared objective (Berry et al., 2011).  Multiple agencies must work together to meet the diverse needs of criminals and reduce the likelihood of reoffending. There may be benefits to local collaboration and case management to handle individual conditions. The adoption of these techniques makes it difficult to provide realistic proof of their effectiveness in reducing reoffending. (Ministry of Justice, 2013). 

The Integrated Offender Management (IOM) framework was implemented through a government policy statement in June 2009. It was defined as a comprehensive framework designed to facilitate collaboration among various agencies within local areas, with the aim of prioritising interventions targeted at offenders who contribute to crime within the community. The framework  is reinforced by six fundamental principles: (1) The significance of establishing cohesive collaborative efforts among agencies in order to (2) optimise the utilisation of current interventions for offending behaviour, (3) focusing on all individuals who engage in criminal activities, (4) providing localised solutions for community-specific issues, (5) promoting offender accountability for their actions, and (6) offering sustained support to facilitate long-term cessation of criminal behaviour (Home Office 2015). 

Police, probation, Community Rehabilitation Companies (CRC), social services, and substance misuse workers work together to address offending elements in IOM (Neighbourhood Crime Integrated Offender Management Strategy A unified approach to offender supervision in the community, 2020).

 Research has indicated that treatments reduced reoffending and reduced offence seriousness by 67%, compared to a 15.8% increase in those without interventions. The groups being compared made it difficult to determine the efficiency of IOM oversight alone. Given these conflicting results, additional research is needed to determine how IOM affects recidivism (Sleath and Brown, 2017).

The UK has high reoffending rates among ex-offenders and community service members. From July to September 2021, the offender cohort's reoffending rate increased by 1.7 percentage points compared to 2020. The adult reoffending rate went from 23.0% to 25.0% in the same quarter in 2020. In comparison, juvenile reoffending dropped from 32.5% to 30.3%.  (GOV.UK, n. d). Although offenders do not represent a homogenous group, there are specific issues or requirements that are more frequently acknowledged among offender populations in comparison to the general population. The elements discussed in this context pertain to substance misuse problems, the presence of pro-criminal mindsets, problematic familial backgrounds characterised by instances of childhood abuse or time spent in foster care, unemployment and financial challenges, homelessness, and the presence of mental health illnesses. (Ministry of Justice, 2013).

Individuals who engage in criminal behaviour within their own communities exhibit a higher likelihood of possessing criminogenic demands. Around 50% of acquisitive crimes are drug-related, according to the latest review of drugs. Offenders often have multiple needs that reinforce each other. These needs include mental health, housing, job, and substance abuse. As an example, 20% of drug and alcohol offenders have housing instability. Many persistent offenders have deep-rooted demands and offending behaviour that can be traced to their youth. (Neighbourhood Crime Integrated Offender Management Strategy A unified approach to offender supervision in the community, 2020).

One significant issue in the United Kingdom pertains to the timing of intervention, which frequently transpires belatedly. Consequently, numerous behavioural and social problems that contribute to criminal behaviour have already become deeply ingrained in children and young individuals prior to the implementation of intervention measures. This results in a costly intervention process that frequently fails to attain the intended objectives (Allen, 2011).

The implementation of early intervention strategies has been identified as a very efficacious approach in mitigating re offending. This is primarily attributed to the heightened susceptibility and malleability of children during their formative years, along with the recognition of specific childhood variables that exhibit a significant correlation with subsequent engagement in criminal activities. For instance, research has indicated that children hailing from single-parent households, experiencing limited parental involvement, and growing up in socioeconomically disadvantaged communities exhibit a higher likelihood of facing school exclusion. Furthermore, it has been observed that children who are excluded from educational institutions at the age of 12 are four times more prone to engaging in criminal behaviour during adulthood compared to their counterparts (News, 2016).

Individual and social characteristics have been identified as being correlated with a heightened likelihood of reoffending. These criminogenic requirements are often linked to certain categories of criminal behaviour. For instance, the use of heroin and crack is notably linked to specific forms of acquisitive criminal behaviour, such as theft. Additionally, excessive consumption of alcohol, commonly referred to as binge drinking, is particularly related to acts of violence (Ministry of Justice, 2013).

The components under consideration can be categorised into two distinct groups. Static factors and dynamic factors. Static risk factors are characterised by their historical nature and lack of variability over time. Examples of such factors include family history, childhood abuse, and the severity of previous offences. Age and gender are also encompassed within this group. In contrast, dynamic risk factors possess the characteristic of being modifiable, hence presenting the potential for intervention (Douglas & Skeem, 2005).

 For instance, research has indicated that individuals who are mandated to participate in alcohol treatment courses as a component of their legal sentence exhibit a considerably reduced likelihood of being charged or reconvicted within the 12-month period after their programme completion. The findings revealed that those who did not engage in these programmes were twice as likely to face charges and 2.5 times more likely to be reconvicted (University of Plymouth, n.d.).

In conclusion, the utilisation of a partnership strategy emerges as the most efficacious method for mitigating reoffending. It is imperative for all organisations to collaborate to effectively address the underlying source of the issue. Without appropriate intervention and assistance, the individuals in question will continue to engage in repeated offences. The use of a collaborative strategy is vital, as timely intervention plays a crucial role in mitigating the likelihood of reoffending. 
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