

Brief glossary of English Literature terms
Abbreviation – this is the classic short form such as BC, AD, and BBC where the individual letters are the initial letters of the words they represent. Thus, BC = Before Christ, AD = Anno Domine, BBC = British Broadcasting Corporation.  

Acronyms – These are words which are created as a kind of mnemonic. That is, they help us to remember a phrase as each letter of the acronym represents a word in the phrase.  For example, SWOT: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. Used in a simple grid to create a basic summary of an organisation’s position. 

There are many example of acronyms in the Faculty of Business and Management, e.g. PESTEL (Political/Economic/Social/Technological/ Environmental/Legal), BPR (Business Process engineering), GDP (Gross Domestic Product)  

Alliteration – this refers to the repetition of a particular sound in written structures, e.g. Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper.  Here the /p/ consonant is repeated for effect.

Antonyms – these are words that carry the complete opposite meaning to other words. For instance, large would be the antonym of small.

Back referencing (Anaphora) – a coherence technique where the author uses a pronoun, or a synonym, to refer back to an earlier subject. For example:  The meeting proceeded on the assumption that most public sector procurement officers had not even heard of Apache, an open source alternative to IIS, let alone considered that it might be preferable. The pronoun it refers back to the software system Apache. Thus, the writer avoids repetition. Note that the phrase an open source alternative to IIS is a synonym which also refers back to Apache.

Cataphoric reference (Cataphora) –  Cataphoric reference means that a word in a text refers to another later in the text and you need to look forward to understand. It can be compared with anaphoric reference, which means a word refers back to another word for its meaning. Example. 'When he arrived, John noticed that the door was open'.

Coherence – the way that a reading text flows in a logical order with all the main points connected effectively. The use of linking words, avoidance of repetition, and back referencing are all crucial here. (see repetition, back referencing, and synonyms)  

Cohesion – the property of unity in a text or a segment of spoken discourse that stems from links among its surface elements. For example, when words in one sentence are repeated in another and especially from the fact that some words or phrases depend on their interpretation upon material in the preceding or following text. Look at the following sequence: Be assured of this. Most people do not want to fight. However, they will do so if provoked. In the previous extract  this refers to the two sentences that follow, they refers back to most people, do so substitutes for the preceding verb fight, and however relates the clause that follows to the preceding sentence.  Thus cohesion uses both anaphoric as well as cataphoric reference. 


Collocation- the way that words frequently join together as pairs or phrases. A native speaker instantly recognises correct usage of collocation and the complexity of them is an indicator of their level of vocabulary. For example, (i) train station (A+B), (ii) due to the fact that (A+B+C+D+E) demonstrate simple to more complex collocations. Example (ii) is fixed whereas, like the numbers in a bicycle chain lock, the elements of (i) can be varied. Even more complex collocations occur where the recognisable elements are separated within a sentence. See ISA for further detail on this linguistic phenomenon, one of the most important aspects of learning a language.   

Content words – content words are those that carry the meaning in a sentence (as opposed to structure words). Examples would include nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs. In the simple sentence, The cat sat on the mat, the content words are highlighted in red font. In a way, using content words is similar to making notes. 

Derivation – new words usually enter the lexicon via this route. It involves adding a prefix or a suffix to a word (or both) in order to create a new member of that particular word family. The longest word in the English language was created using the root/headword establish and then adding many prefixes at the start and suffixes at the end: thus, antidisestablishmentatrianism was born, comprising the prefixes anti-, dis-, and the suffixes –ment, -arian, and - ism .    

Ellipsis – think of this as ghost words. That is, words that you know are there but you cannot see them. For example:  When he got home he got out of the car, locked the doors, the boot, and the petrol cap. Then, he went inside and closed the front door. In the previous sentence the word he, as in he locked the doors is missing. Also,  the word locked is also missing, as in he locked the boot and he locked the petrol cap , but the reader understands they are really there. Thus, ellipsis is under the umbrella of redundancy.

Euphemism – this is a phrase which provides a coded message for a serious event. For example, when someone has died we often use structures such as they passed away, or they have gone to a better place, in order to smooth over the harsh reality of the situation.

Homonyms – words which are spelt differently but contain the same pronunciation, e.g. reed (a type of grassy plant) and read (to read a book). 

Hyperbole – this is when we exaggerate our meaning in order to flatter someone (or to sell something), e.g. Your house is amazing ! This computer is the best on the planet!

Idioms – an idiom is a collection of words where the meaning of the whole is usually different to the sum of the parts. It’s raining cats and dogs has nothing to do with cats or dogs but means it is raining heavily. Idioms come under the umbrella of collocation.

Inference – This means guessing the meaning of a new word or phrase from the context of the sentence that it is contained in. There are approximately 250,000 words in The English language today and that number is growing all the time. Thus, nobody understands every single word. Thus, as native speakers we simple guess the meaning or its slows down our reading pleasure. We rarely seek out the dictionary. The dictionary is a crutch that should be avoided unless absolutely necessary. Focus on pro-active learning.

Inflection – this is where different parts of a verb are produced according to their tense, e.g. liberate (bare infinitive), liberates (for 3rd person singular constructions such as Music liberates me), liberated (past participle for making past simple and perfect tenses), liberating (as present participle or continuous tense construction) 

Irony – this word refers to an event such as the following:  a student arrives late for a lecture and the lecturer says “ Nice to see you arriving early, for a change !”. Therefore, the student is greeted with a statement that reflects the complete opposite to what the lecturer really thinks. This has both a comic effect for the rest of the students and reminds the latecomer to be on time for the next one. 

Jargon – this refers to the vocabulary that is unique to a particular profession. For example, a pre-validation document would be understood by a lecturer but probably not by an electrician. An electrician would understand the phrase step-down transformer but a lecturer would not necessarily understand, unless they are part of an engineering faculty.  A lot of the jargon of the legal professions consists of words and phrases in Latin, such as habeas corpus or prima facie . Thus, each profession can have its own lexical culture which people outside of that profession will not necessarily understand.
Metaphor - according to About.com, this is a figure of speech in which an implied comparison is made between two unlike things that actually have something in common: "The streets were a furnace, the sun an executioner." (Cynthia Ozick, "Rosa").
Metonym – a word which has a larger reference group to its litteral meaning, e.g. The High Street, Whitehall, and The Pentagon refer to shops and shopping centres, the British Government, the American Government respectively.    
Oxymoron – this refers to a sentence or phrase where two opposite points are in juxtaposition, i.e. side by side. For example, I find that woman terribly attractive. 

Parallel structures – this means using the same convention when speaking or writing. For example, when Sir Chris Patten, the last Governor of HK, was addressing the public he would make use of parallelism in order to engage the listening. Here is a tiny extract from his final speech on the day that Hong Kong was handed back to China in 1997:-

“…You have been kind to us. You have made us welcome…”. In both statements Governor Patten used present perfect simple tense as the convention of choice. This creates a familiar rhythm to his words and helps the listener to concentrate on and understand what he is saying. 

Parallel structures are present in every important political speech and in most important documents. The Lords Prayer and The Gettysburg address are two classic examples of the many available.

Pun –  this is a term for the existence of a double-meaning, e.g. this is a very early example of a pun from a poem by Tom Hood:  The cannon-ball took off his legs so he lay down his arms. The double meaning is via the word arms which can also refer to weapons as well as body parts.

Redundancy – words and phrases that can be removed from any sentence, without changing the meaning, are called redundant. Basically, they are the fatty tissue of grammar.

Simile – combining the words for animate and inanimate objects to give structures more dynamism. His voice was as clear as a bell, she ran as fast as a gazelle. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Slang – this refers to the street English that is used for certain words and phrases. Some of these structures are used to demonstrate that international students can truly speak like native speakers of English. For example, we do not always say that it is raining but opt for expressions such as it’s pouring or it’s chucking it down.

Structure words – structure words are those that make the sentence grammatically correct  (as opposed to content  words). Examples would include articles, pronouns, prepositions and some small verb forms such as be/do/is/am. In the simple sentence, The cat sat on the mat, the structure words are highlighted in red font. They are normally the small words in a sentence. 

Synonyms – these are words which have a similar meaning to other words and so can replace them in essays in order to avoid repetition. However, be sure that you understand the context of the sentence in question. Just because a word means roughly the same as another does not mean it can be exchanged for that word regardless of the context.

Unity- this literally means one sentence = one thought/point and one paragraph = one idea. At academic  level, this advice is too simple. However, it is more about avoiding having too many ideas in one paragraph and too many points in one sentence. It confuses the reader. Good writing has nothing to do with impressing the reader about your intellectual abilities, as a student that should be a given. It is all about presenting them with a clear understanding of your message. 

The best communicators try to keep it simple. In the old days when people had more time to read and less distractions, such as our 21st century IT-driven world has created, we were quite capable of understanding lengthy sentences of 50 words or more. However, these days the attention span of our brains is not so great as we are so busy multi-tasking our way through life. 

Also, please remember that most faculties offer as high as 10% for excellent presentation of assignments. Thus, sentence length would play an important role here. 
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