	
	
	



Examine the concept of “policing by consent,” why is it important and how does it impact society. Consider the impact of historical incidents and their role in shaping the idea of “policing by consent” 
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[bookmark: _Int_SJZumXKC]Consent has a basic of meaning of saying yes to someone under your own will as according to the university of California (2023) they state that the meaning of consent is “willing, positive cooperation in an act or the expression of a desire to engage in an activity.”  Policing by consent has had a massive impact on the police force in the last decade and the idea of what “policing and consent" is has changed over the past years. This essay will discuss what policing by consent means and the concept behind it, by looking at the impact it has on society and how it is important to the public when encountering a police officer. This essay will also be discussing how policing by consent has evolved by examining past historical events, such as the Brixton riots for example and how it has influenced the view ln what policing by consent is today. When working in the police it is important to follow legislation and acts as this helps to gain trust with the public, it also demonstrates to the public that they are following the rules by the book. This essay will also discuss the legislation around policing by consent, looking at for example the Police and Criminal Evidence act 1984 (PACE) and how this changed the idea of what Policing by Consent is today. 

Gaining the public’s trust forms an essential part of Policing protocol in the U.K. especially when it involves “Policing by consent.” According to Tudor, S (2023) she states that Policing in the Uk is based around a model also known as the Peelian principles of policing by Sir Robert Peel. This model came along in 1829 and was first given to the metropolitan police service in the same year. The main point of the Peelian Principle of Policing is the importance for officers to understand that public support and respect is necessary for the police to have authority. The Peelian Principle of Policing is broken down into 9 principles and 3 core ideas, which today remain in place, as it helps prevent crime and disorder while gaining the public’s trust by not suppressing their rights. Lawful Enforcement Action Partnership (2023). However, this has not always been the case regarding the police force in the Uk as racism has had a massive impact on Policing by Consent over the last few decades, but this has rapidly changed throughout the years. 
[bookmark: _Int_b02l6Qvg][bookmark: _Int_zwB2QyM1]On the 10th to the 12th of April in 1981, a riot occurred in Brixton London with clashes between black youths and the metropolitan police force. According to J. a Clarke and M. R. Tudor (2001) they that before the Brixton riots there was a poor relation between the police and the black community in the area, the majority of police officers was white in the 80s and was viewed by the black community as racist and hostile. They also talk about the sus law which comes under section 4 of the vagrancy act 1824 which is where two police officers are allowed to arrest someone if they are ‘acting suspicious’. Sus law made a massive impact to what caused the Brixton riots during the late 70s and early 80s as according to Googles art and culture (2024) they state that “The 'SUS' or 'suspected person law' gave police the power to stop and search anyone they suspected of committing a crime.” this meant that The Metropolitan Police mishandled these powers, using them to physically harm Black people in addition to harassing them. This caused a lot of problems to the public trust as according to the BBC (2021) a black man on April the 10th was brutally attacked by two police officers, this then led to an angry crowd forming around the incident this is where certain people of the public confronted the two police officers, when confronted the incident was getting dangerous for the police officers so they later called for backup which led to an outburst of protestors rioting against the metropolitan police. One of the main reasons for the rioting was due to the unlawful stop and searches being abused under the sus law. 
After the Brixton riot came to end a Scarman report was made by lord Scarman who according to Gresham College was “an English judge and barrister, who served as a Law Lord until his retirement in 1986”. Once the Scarman report was made despite a significant racial component, Lord Scarman concludes that what happened in Brixton was not a race riot and that he says, “The riots were essentially an outburst of anger and resentment by young black people against the police,” the guardian (2021). The Scarman report made a massive impact since the Brixton riots as it created a legislation also known as the police and criminal evidence act of 1984 (PACE) this made an impact in policing by consent  as according to the Home Office (2013) they state that “PACE sets out to strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedoms of the public” this helps the police gain trust with the public and creates a healthy relationship because the police won't be abusing their police powers against someone's humans rights. Section 1 of PACE 1984 covers the basis of stop and search as Blackstone (2022) states that any police officer is to have “reasonable grounds” when it comes to stop and searches, Blackstone also states that any unlawful stop and searches can cause a police officer to have committed common assault. Section 1 of pace is extremely different to ‘sus law’ as with sus law any two police officers can search someone for walking along a street. But with section 1 of PACE that person walking along a street needs to have reasonable grounds to be searched for example matching the description of a male carrying a knife. 
[bookmark: _Int_yYYyLqbo]On April the 22nd 1993 Stephan Lawrence was a black British teenager who got murdered by an unprovoked racial attack in London by a stabbing at a bus stop. According to the house of commons library (2023) the police response following the murder of Stephan Lawrence shows that 5 suspects was arrested, 2 of them was charged by the crown prosecution service but had their charges dropped due to unsignificant evidence on the suspects that they killed Stephan Lawrence. This caught much intention to the public, as in February 1999 a report was made by Sir William Macpherson called the MacPherson report. According to the Uk parliament, MacPherson “uncovered major failings in the police investigation and in the way Stephen Lawrence’s family and his friend Duwayne Brooks were treated” this led to a lot of changes in the police as the problem with case was that  racism at both the individual and institutional levels, and it was determined to amount to "institutional racism”. One of the biggest changes in the MacPherson case was the double jeopardy rule. The double jeopardy rule is where you cannot be tried for the same case and conduct twice for example if a person robbed a bank that individual cannot be tried for the same offence twice, Britannia (2019). The double jeopardy was abolished due to the MacPherson report as this allowed a retrial of the two suspects which became successful as the two prosecutes were found guilty of the murder, gloustershire county council (2023). Since the Stephen Lawerence murder, the police force has had a massive impact into how they work things as since the murder they have started to make the police force a more diverse place and that everyone who is in the police no matter on the skin colors should be treated with dignity and respect. During the 80s the majority of police officers was white and there were very few minorities of diversity but since the Stephan Lawarence case diversity has shot up. As according to the gov.uk (2023) since March 2023 there has been a rise in minority groups joining the police for example there is currently ‘91.9%’ of police officers are white and “8.1%” was made of from other minority backgrounds. The largest increase has come from Asian rising “from 1.5% to 3.7%. appointing more police officers from diverse backgrounds can help gain trust within the police force and the public as according to All Police Jobs (2023) they argue that “Ensuring the makeup of the police service reflects all sections of society including, and maybe especially, under-represented groups because they are disproportionately affected by crime helps to build that trust”. This shows the public will understand that law enforcement is there to serve everyone if it can show that its workforce is genuinely diverse. It is a way of saying to the public, "We are people just like you, and we want to keep all our communities safe." This will effectively gain trust and give consent to police knowingly they are appointing officers from their own backgrounds and their own beliefs.
On July 24th, 2002, the position of police community support officer (PCSO) was created under the Police Reform Act. The first PCSOs were established by the London Metropolitan Police the same year, and other agencies swiftly followed, UNISON (2022). Community policing is beneficial to public safety as it helps create opportunities for the public and helps gain trust. This could be by doing activities with vulnerable people or even by engaging with the local communities like speaking to youths down in a park. According to south Wales police (2024) they argue that a PCSO role can include “Conducting patrols and providing a visible presence in the community” this can help gain trust in communities due to certain areas always being a hot spot for crime so with these patrols the it can show the public that the police are carrying out public safety by cracking down on crime in that area and also help anti-social behaviour at a local area.


So, to conclude, policing by consent has had a massive impact in society in the last decade as a lot of legislations have been brought into compact, the police overruling their powers against the public. The essay has covered what consent and the idea of what policing and consent is. This essay has also discussed historical events that made a massive impact into ‘policing by consent’ For example, the Brixton riots and how that impacted society today such as scrapping ‘sus’ law which was getting abused badly especially against the black community, that's when the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE) was brought in as it create a balance between the public's rights and freedoms and the police's authority in England and Wales. This essay has also covered the Stephan Lawrence case where a boy was brutally murdered in a racial attack, this caught a lot of attention to the police due to the lack of investigation that the police gathered, making the arrest of two murderers 20 years to be sentenced, this essay  also explained how this case made an impact with double jeopardy rule to stop suspects being trailed for the same offence twice. Since the Stephan Lawrence case this essay speaks about how diversity since the murder has gone up as this can help the police gain more trust in certain communities such as the black community for example. Lastly this essay has spoken about how the police have tried gaining the public trust with jobs such as PCSO. PCSO are community police officers which go along and help engage with the public and help stopping crime in certain areas by doing patrols or helping troubled youths in the area that are causing antisocial behaviour. 
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