CSEN 5007:  THE WELSH WRITING WALES 

The Element of Water 
Week 10 Wales in Europe - questions of time

Two aspects connected in terms of the idea of history as an enlightenment construct that emerges contemporaneously with the novel – and the nation state.

Linda Hutcheon on Historiographic metafiction – history or fiction? Significance of Benjamin – civilisation – document of barbarism

Bhabha: dissident histories, colonized, minority groups, bearers of policed sexualities

 Top page: the most significant effect … currency of critical comparativism or aesthetic judgment is no longer the sovereignity of the national culture conceived as Benedict Anderson proposes as an ‘imagined community’ rooted in a ‘homogenous empty time’ of modernity and progress.

Postcoloniality is a reminder of the persistent ‘neo-colonial’ relations within the ‘new’ world order…-

Next page: newness as not part of a continuum of past and present .. the new as ‘act of cultural translation’… not the past as social cause of aesthetic precedent. Instead as a contingent ‘in-between space’ that innovates and interrupts the performance of the present
Political survivors become the best historical witnesses

Scottish models: violation and disfigurement – social narrowing  tougher and harder than the rest (Scottish and Irish – now we have Nial Griffiths, Azzopardi, Duncan Bush – insistence on the real through suffering 

Suffering always pushes to the fore…

· multiple ideas of ‘Scottish literature’ (cf Welsh ) 

· HOW to define – the problem of boundaries – Jews and Rachel in Element
Empire Writes Back – range of  4 models in operation – definition a problem to 

Ideas of identity based on relationship

EN 640:  THE WELSH WRITING WALES 

The Element of Water 
Week 10 Wales in Europe - questions of time

Points of discussion:

· In postcolonial writing time broadens into space   (Les Murray)

· Reading as realist fosters the reabsorption into an English tradition [Bhabha ]

Element – where is England here? 3 places and three times 

Brit Empire – Nazi Germany  - Wales as home space for Issie

Wales as place of mother/maternal imaginary space compared to law of the father  A father forced against his nature into that role (Gunther) the reduction of the masculine to a cliché (Paul Dahl)
-we are them and they are us 

Figures of the mother and the father: 

Mad mother monstrous father

How is the past figuired in the text? Its relation to space 

Quest for a new mythology, an understanding of why, a connection with the past

Orphanage  128 – brotherhood stories and silences

Your hands are not so clean p.133

You English and we Germans p.138

p.155 talking the past  

168 graveyard of mother stature of the madonna 

