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Benefits of bi/multilingualism.
There are several benefits to being bilingual or multilingual, these include being able to multitask, analysing their surroundings better, problem solving, improved judgement, thinking more rationally, utilising decisions in more depth and having a larger working memory (Burton, 2018). Research has shown that having only one language has a lower percentage of stroke survivors at 19.6% compared to 40.5% of those who were bi or multilingual (Burton, 2018). Studies in both Toronto and Italy both show that people with more than one language developed Alzheimer’s or dementia a few years older than others that were monolingual. Being able to speak and understand more than one language enables the individual to accept and be able to learn an additional language at ease. Another benefit of being bilingual or multilingual is economical, and having larger earnings yearly by roughly $3000 (Burton, 2018). Bee,1989 also supports Burtons idea here stating that “bilingual children have slightly advanced cognitive development compared to monolingual children”. As we develop one of the most important aspects to our communication is language, which in turn will be a vital factor to our success in education, Bartlett and Burton (2007). Having an additional language such as Welsh in Wales may also open up further career prospects within the country. Learning English as an additional language to those from abroad enables the individual to communicate and negotiate easier with various countries as English is one of the most spoken languages across the world.

Brain development.
According to Pound 2005 the brain begins to develop before we are even born, and after birth it develops at an astounding rate in order to quadruple by adulthood. As the brain develops before birth it is vital for the pregnant mother to ensure she is getting the nutrients and vitamins needed through food and drinks in order to ensure the baby’s successful development. Once born the main two areas of the brain have developed, the medulla and the midbrain. These are responsible for regulating basic things like breathing, and for the sleeping and waking (Bee, 1989).  At birth the cortex is the least developed art of a baby’s brain, this is responsible for language alongside body movement and complex thinking (Bee, 1989). It is essential during these crucial stages of an infant’s development that strong connections and pathways are created within the brain. Between the ages of fifteen months and four and a half years old the limbic system is active, which gives the individual the ability to understand language alongside emotions, self and others (Pound). Bee, 1989 believes that children with more than one language have a higher cognitive development when compared to other children with only one language. “Childrens language continues to develop in various ways” (Bee, 1989) and therefore it is important to support their learning throughout their early years education and development. “Speaking with children and exposing them to books, stories, and songs helps strengthen children’s language and communication, which puts them on a path towards learning and succeeding in school.” This was my reasoning for choosing to read a story to the children and sing with them in order to promote their language development.

Divergent thinking.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As being able to think deeper and more rationally about decisions is a benefit to multilingualism, it also enables the individual to have divergent thinking. Divergent thinking is the process of being able to think in separate ways. It deepens knowledge and understanding of a subject as they are thinking different ways and from different aspects about it. It is the ability of being able to conduct several different ideas or solutions to a single issue. 
	 
Frameworks.
Arthur and Cremin (2010) state that “Languages are often seen as enriching the curriculum”. They also believe it is a means to accept diversity within the society in order to prepare the next generation for a more globalised world. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) says in Article 7 that you have the right to have a name and a nationality, also in Article 30 it says that you have a right to enjoy your own culture, and have the use of your own language. “All children should have an awareness and understanding of other people’s languages, while still feeling proud of their own community language and being able to share this with others.” (Meggitt, et al., 2011). The new Curriculum Cymreig supports this within its five aspects. 
The five aspects of the new Curriculum Cymreig are, linguistic, economical, historical, environmental and cultural. The cultural aspect includes the child celebrating Wales’ traditions, cultures and language, alongside valuing other cultures and traditions. The Foundation Phase also supports cultural diversity and “helps children gain awareness of their own and other cultures (Welsh Government, 2008). Economic covers them learning and understanding the links between Wales and the rest of the world. Linguistics encourages there to be access to the Welsh language for all, including using incidental Welsh language and teaching through the medium of Welsh within the school life. Under the historical aspect children should learn how the past lives and localities has changed over time in order to compare the past and present. Within the environmental aspect children should be able to visit variety of areas to appreciate the Welsh landscape. (Curriculum Cymreig, 2003). 
Within my task I encouraged the Welsh language through sandwiching the Welsh terms between English in order for the children to understand their meaning. I also read a book which encouraged the children to join in by naming some of the animals and to count together in order to reinforce their learning of numbers. The task was based on children reception class aged with the Welsh language being minimal. By reading the book I was able to link to the Welsh Language Development Reading section of the Foundation Phase Frameworks of having the opportunity to “read and respond to imaginative material”, and “read individually and collaboratively” (Welsh Government, 2015). 
The children would be “joining in with simple rhymes and stories, reciting or singing Welsh poems, songs and rap, simple rhymes, nursery rhymes, songs, stories and poetry, asking and answering questions,” (Welsh Government, 2015). Within the task in order to adhere to the Welsh Language Development Oracy section of the Foundation Phase. “Vygotsky emphasised the significant role that language plays in the development of abstract thought.” (Pound, 2005). He developed the zone of proximal development outlining what a child was able to do alone compared to with the assistance of someone more knowledgeable or experienced. As many of the children had no Welsh language at home, I was able to build on this zone of proximal development and encourage the children to learn animal names in Welsh. 
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