Write a 350-word reflection on your experiences of planning and writing an essay in block 2


[bookmark: _Int_jvqE5fsN][bookmark: _Int_pr1pK7SR][bookmark: _Int_PCBauszi][bookmark: _Int_hBAuvztu][bookmark: _Int_Mb6DluAo][bookmark: _Int_YmqLbwNz]In this block, block 2 Academic writing, I have chosen to wright my essay on “The Legalization of recreational and medicinal cannabis, how will it affect the standard of living?” I have chosen this as my first essay subject as it is something that I am extremely passionate about, and my hope was that this passion for legalization would not only help me in my research but that I would enjoy the topic of my essay.
[bookmark: _Int_68XMEmlr][bookmark: _Int_vxZXRqLU][bookmark: _Int_TTqaDPvZ][bookmark: _Int_4r7faCeN][bookmark: _Int_MnAUJvSG][bookmark: _Int_1QFxfh0d][bookmark: _Int_BeYjl6B0]To plan my essay I used a mind map that was shown to us in block 1, with my subject in the middle and all of my points then coming of this, I then further used the mind map to plan out how many points and paragraphs I would need in order to reach my wordcount, the lessons of Quinten and Janek were particularly helpful in how to plan and structure my essay, overall I feel as though the mind map was a simple yet effective way of planning and structuring my essay.
[bookmark: _Int_T6f5La8C][bookmark: _Int_D5V1YCg9][bookmark: _Int_vcDOPLAJ][bookmark: _Int_2067yWXH][bookmark: _Int_d1amLKxU][bookmark: _Int_SS1Aiasz][bookmark: _Int_N5sZkAcA][bookmark: _Int_uih1IGee][bookmark: _Int_sfCnrgdQ]I feel as though my essay planning was very good, with the use of the mind map it was simple to then convert this into an essay structure, however I still feel as though my academic writing is still quite poor, although I feel as though I got my point across in the essay I feel as though I need to work on my academic skills, for example my ability to express myself in an academic way.
[bookmark: _Int_fdpcU1KC][bookmark: _Int_WD56ZiLF][bookmark: _Int_FnAJTDFU][bookmark: _Int_P2dgcLLR][bookmark: _Int_db7ptHrY]Everything I have learned both this block and block 1 will be integral to my future essay writing, the skills I have learnt like how to reference properly, how to create a mind map plan, along with how to wright a good introduction in order to inform the reader what my essay is about. I have found this block particularly useful as I had no prior academic writing experience and I feel as though this will be the backbone to all my future essays.
