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Element 1 - Project Proposal

My Project Title: Assessing the Role of Social Services in Safeguarding Vulnerable Older People (65years and above) in Leicester and Leicestershire.
1.) Project Aim:
The aim of this study is to carefully look at the role social services plays in protecting, safeguarding vulnerable older people aged 65years and above in Leicester and Leicestershire, with a focus on policy, practice, and outcomes. The challenges they face and offering recommendations to make them safer.
2.) Research main Objectives is as follow:
· The project will define and look at key roles of social services in safeguarding older people.

· Examine key safeguarding risks affecting older adults aged 65 and above in Leicester and Leicestershire and also address abuse within caring relations where complexities arise.

· The project aim to study existing safeguarding interventions and service responses within the local context.

· To point out shortcomings, strengths, and challenges in current safeguarding arrangements.

· And also provide practical evidence based recommendations to address the identified issues and improve future practice.

3.) Rationale / Background

Safeguarding older people remains a vital concern in the UK due to increase in life expectancy, frailty, dementia, and social isolation (The State of Health and Care of Older People, Age UK, 2023 Abridged). Older adults are excessively at risk of abuse, neglect, self-neglect, financial exploitation, and institutional harm.(Braye, Orr and Preston-Shoot, 2017). 
Social services have a statutory duty to protect adults at risk under the Care Act 2014, which places safeguarding at the centre of adult social care practice.
Leicester and Leicestershire present unique safeguarding challenges due to diverse ethnic background, health inequalities and growing demand on adult social care services (Leicester City Council, 2024).
Project  aim to provides an understanding to how social services respond to safeguarding concerns in this region and how the above mentioned issues can be address by evaluating existing policies, suggesting evidence based solutions to improve adult safeguarding.

4.) Methodology: This study will adopt a qualitative secondary data analysis approach which includes:
· Local authority safeguarding adults annual reports (LLC)
· National policy and legislation (e.g. Care Act 2014 guidance)

· Peer-reviewed academic journals
· Am using secondary data analysis. This allows for critical examination of established safeguarding systems
· Government and third-sector reports (e.g. NHS, Age UK)

· Safeguarding Adults Reviews (SARs) relevant to older people
· Ethical considerations are an important part of the project. I will be respectful representing vulnerable older people and also keep to data protection and academic integrity principles.
5.) Resources 

Key resources include access to academic databases, government websites, and local authority publications and online uwtsd library.
6.) Time Frame: 6-7 weeks, 
· Week 1&2: select a topic, review and gather literature materials
· Week 3-4 Define my research aims, objective and begin work on my background and methods

· Week 5 and 6 complete method and refine rationale and recommendations

· Week 7 finalize all proposal sections from title to self reflection.
7.) Self-Reflection: Strengths and Weaknesses

Key strength is my professional experience within health and social care, which provides contextual understanding of safeguarding practice. However, because I will be relying on secondary data, this limits access to real experiences of older people and frontline practitioners. I will rely more on multiple high-quality sources to enhance validity and depth.
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