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1.0 Introduction
Virtual environment of learning can be defined as an online system which comprises of variety of tools that are used for supporting and managing learning processes. Various software packages are available now-a-days such as LMS and CMS which have increased the scope of virtual learning modules. 
This research study aims to analyse implications of virtual environment of learning upon students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus. It also lays emphasis on background of the research mainly on the basis of secondary research journals. However, objectives and aims of the research study are also explored along with discussion of results which have been obtained by the researcher. A primary analysis has been done by taking sample size of 25 students from University of Wales. The results obtained after primary survey are elaborated in this research study. Lastly, necessary areas of improvements are also suggested in this research study.
2.0 Background 
University of Wales offers wide range of course to students starting from finance and banking, management of business, cloud computing and management of human resources. Additionally, this university is well-renowned for offering online courses of study to all students using tools of virtual environment of learning (Uwtsdlondon.ac.uk, 2020).
2.1 Direct implication of virtual learning environment on learning experiences
Virtual learning environments can be classified as those virtual spaces which are mainly used by teachers of colleges and universities to share information with their students. These virtual platforms are also used by teachers for conducting activities as well as interacting with students in an efficient manner. Various online courses can be easily conducted via these virtual platforms. Moreover, computers and smart phones are two key electronic gadgets which have played a key role in facilitating students across the globe to stay connected with their teachers and gain education from anywhere round the world. Therefore, direct and obvious implications of virtual platforms include boost motivation of students so that they could enjoy learning. Moreover, direct affects could be visualized in a way that virtual online platforms of learning enriches the learning experiences of students as they get to learn what is beyond the classroom (Mosquera, 2017). 
On the other hand, learning experiences of students taught via virtual mediums tends to improve as they get to be part of collaborative process of learning. Moreover, virtual environments of learning are preferred now-a-days as it seems to accommodate ever changing dynamic landscape of pedagogy and education. However, there has deceleration in relative engagement of students in virtual learning methods as well as implementation by institutions. Additionally, tangible endeavour has been noticed which has made full utilization of virtual learning mechanism to support learning and teaching process especially in higher education (Cassidy, 2016). 
On the other hand, students who are pursuing engineering backgrounds can get highly immersed in various computer simulation programs when they are introduced to virtual environment. One of the most prominent implications of virtual learning method is that virtual simulations often seem to be more realistic as compared to traditional offline medium of learning process (Chen, 2016).
2.2 Advantages and disadvantages of virtual learning environment on learning experience
Effective time management is considered as one of the prime factors of the virtual learning experience (VLE). This is because; learning online provides the idea of the learning environment as well as it also helps in maintaining a proper balance between study life and the personal life. Virtual learning is accessible in terms of conveying the knowledge at any location (Nazarenko, 2015). This also helps in reaching the students globally as well as provides the exact information that is required. On the other hand, VLE reduces the motivation among the students that are developed in the actual classroom environment (Heradio et al. 2016). It can also influence the students to feel lonely as they have no proper communication with each other. Apart from that, the respective process also conveys a flexible learning process so that students can learn at any time that is convenient. It is also considered as the affordable process as it does not include the travel cost (Martinez et al. 2015). It is also considered as an important benefit. On the contrary, it can also develop different technological issues (Nazarenko, 2015). This is because; different technological problems can reduce the process of the VLE. This is also a major limitation that is experienced by the students while conducting VLE. 
                      
3.0 Aims and objectives 
3.1 Aim 
This study is aiming to evaluate the impact of the VLE on the students learning experience (SLE) in the context of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD). 
3.2 Objectives 
· To critically explore the scope of VLE on SLE 
· To evaluate the benefits of VLE on SLE in the context of UWTSD
· To recognise potential challenges of VLE on SLE in the context of UWTSD
· To develop critical strategic approaches for UWTSD in order to improve SLE 
4.0 Methodology
4.1Research method
The respective study was conducted primary quantitative analysis as well as secondary qualitative analysis. Primary quantitative analysis helps in checking the facts in an effective manner (Chakraborty and Nafukho, 2015). 
4.2 Sampling size 
Purposive as well as non purposive sampling technique both has been conducted in the concerned study. This study has selected 25 as the sample size in terms of selecting the students from UWTSD. This has facilitated in recognising the perspectives regarding the VLE on SLE of the respective students. 
4.3 Data collection tools and techniques 
In the following context, statistical analysis technique is followed and implemented in the study. This has helped in understanding the quantitative data (Rutberg and Bouikidis, 2018). Along with that, thematic data analysis is conducted for the purpose gathering knowledge from the existing literary sources. 
4.4 Ethical consideration
In the respective study, Data Protection Act 1998 is also implemented for the purpose of maintaining the confidentiality of the collected data. Proper consent was also taken while conducting the survey in terms of consent from the students of the respective university. This also facilitated in understanding different perspectives of the students regarding the experience of VLE on SLE. 
5.0 Results
Q1. Do you think that there is a scope of VLE? 

	Responses 
	Total no of respondents 
	Responses 
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree 
	25
	9
	36

	Agree 
	25
	8
	32

	Neutral 
	25
	1
	4

	Disagree 
	25
	3
	12

	Strongly disagree 
	25
	4
	16


 
Table 4.1: Technical issue is the major challenge

Figure: 4.1: Technical issue is the major challenge
Q2. How far do you believe that VLE conveys significant benefits on the learning experience? 


	Responses 
	Total no of respondents 
	Responses 
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree 
	25
	6
	24

	Agree 
	25
	8
	32

	Neutral 
	25
	2
	8

	Disagree 
	25
	4
	16

	Strongly disagree 
	25
	5
	20



Table 4.2: Benefits of VLE 

Figure 4.1: Benefits of VLE


Q3. Do you believe that VLE helps in developing time management of students? 

	Responses 
	Total no of respondents 
	Responses 
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree 
	25
	5
	20

	Agree 
	25
	8
	32

	Neutral 
	25
	3
	12

	Disagree 
	25
	6
	24

	Strongly disagree 
	25
	3
	12



Table 4.3: Time management of students 

Figure 4.1: Time management of students
Q4. Do you believe that VLE has a negative impact on the learning of the students? 

	Responses 
	Total no of respondents 
	Responses 
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree 
	25
	5
	20

	Agree 
	25
	4
	16

	Neutral 
	25
	6
	24

	Disagree 
	25
	7
	28

	Strongly disagree 
	25
	3
	12



Table 4.4: Negative impact of VLE 

Figure 4.1: Negative impact of VLE
Q5. Do you think that VLE reduces the interaction process among the students? 

	Responses 
	Total no of respondents 
	Responses 
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree 
	25
	8
	32

	Agree 
	25
	5
	20

	Neutral 
	25
	4
	16

	Disagree 
	25
	6
	24

	Strongly disagree 
	25
	2
	8



Table 4.5: Reduction of the interaction process 

Figure 4.1: Reduction of the interaction process
6.0 Discussion 
It can be understood from question 1 that most of the students of the respective university have agreed with the fact that there is a potential technological issue that is faced by them while conducting VLE. In addition to that, this has also reduced the performance is also reduced in terms of the learning experience of the students. 
From the second question, it has been recognized that students are agreed with the fact that VLE has proper benefit on the process of the student learning. It also helped in recognising that they have used the VLE and got significant benefit from it. On the other hand, some of the students did not agree with the fact which helped in understanding that they have experienced some issues while conducting the respective process. 
With the aid of Q3 it the importance of time management by VLE has been evaluated. Through this it has been recognised that students of the concerned university have got important benefits in terms of proper time management. On the contrary, some of the students have also remained neutral which suggests that they have either not used the VLE or they have not got the benefit of the proper time management. 
Question 4 has helped in identifying the negative impact of VLE on SLE. This has also facilitated in understanding that some students also believe that VLE has an important negative impact on SLE. Along with that, some of the students of the concerned university also remained neutral with the above mentioned fact. 
From question 5 it has been explored that students of the university agreed with the fact of reduced communication process due to the use of VLE. It has also been identified that students also disagreed with the fact that VLE decreases the communication process among them. 
Thematic analysis 
Theme 1: VLE requires conveying extra training 
One of the prime disadvantages of the respective process is that it requires extra training. In addition to that, this particular factor also requires challenges in terms of extra cost as well as time (Castao-Muoz et al. 2015). Apart from that, teachers also experience problems while conducting the work in terms of the development of soft notes. Along with that, sometimes it develops a high cost which becomes unaffordable to families of the student (Phungsuk et al. 2015). Another aspect is that, it also requires extra support in terms of IT support due to the failure of the system sometimes. This particular fact also enhances the cost of the institutions in terms of increasing the operational cost. 
Theme 2: VLE provide flexible and convenient way for studying 
Flexible way of learning is considered a major benefit of the process. This is because it helps the students in terms of maintaining the personal life as well as the studying time effectively. Along with that, it helps in reducing the specificity in terms of time bound specificity (Reisoğlu et al. 2017). In addition to that, the students of the university can also get proper leisure time which they can utilize in other activities. Another aspect is that it is also convenient for the students who are conducting their part time jobs. This is due to the fact that they can understand the lesson after returning from their work. Convenience is the significant benefit for VLE (Potkonjak et al. 2017). 
7.0 Conclusion 
Thus it can be concluded that VLE conveys both negative as well as positive impact on the learning experience of the students. It conveys proper time management and flexibility. On the other hand, it also enhances the operational cost of the institution and it decreases the communication process among the students. Along with that, some of the students have also agreed with the negative impacts of VLE. 
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Appendix 1: Survey questionnaire
Q1. Do you think that there is a scope of VLE? 
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly Disagree

Q2. How far do you believe that VLE conveys significant benefits on the learning experience? 
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly Disagree

Q3. Do you believe that VLE helps in developing time management of students?
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly Disagree
 
Q4. Do you believe that VLE has a negative impact on the learning of the students? 
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly Disagree

Q5. Do you think that VLE reduces the interaction process among the students? 
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly Disagree
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