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Further to discussions with my lecturers previously, this rough draft has been written and transformed to assist with the final production of this ‘Work Based Project’ assessment.

1. Provisional Title of Assignment
Are Framework Agreements the Most Beneficial Contractual Agreements within the Construction Industry?
2. Overview
In an online article, Thornton and Lowe (2020) discuss the positive impact of having a framework agreement from a buyers perspective. With an agreement already in place, it removes the requirement of going out to tender for each aspect of work on a project, saving administration costs and time. However, in an updated article from Thornton and Lowe, (2023) they discuss the limited supply pool of suppliers that can be on a framework agreement, resulting in limitations of suppliers that the buyer can use.
3. Aims and Objectives, Hypotheses to be tested, questions to answer etc.
The hypothesis would be that ‘Framework agreements are largely beneficial to suppliers and buyers within the construction industry’. The aim of the project is therefore to prove the benefits of framework agreements within the UK construction industry. The objectives will be:
· To find from literature what aspects of Framework agreements provide benefits to all parties within construction
· Prove that there is a statistical difference between peoples views that are involved in framework agreements in comparison to people that are not
· Discuss the positives and negative views of people working within framework agreements
· Prove that this statistical difference shows that people within framework agreements view them as the most beneficial contracts within their industry
4. Research Methodologies and Justification
From my initial research, there is a good variety of articles on the subject of the benefits of framework agreements. Although there are many sources of secondary data available on this subject, it is necessary to collect primary data to assist with this assignment. I will be collecting primary data from a variety of people involved with framework agreements within the UK construction industry. 
5. Chapters
Chapter 1 – Introduction
Chapter 2 – Literature Review
Chapter 3 – Methodology
Chapter 4 – Results
Chapter 5 – Discussion
Chapter 6 – Conclusion

6. Primary Research (Interviews & Questionnaires) 
A mixture of qualitative data and quantitative data will be used to support this assignment. Qualitative data will be used as it will allow the production of questions that are not as easy to convert into a numerical total, resulting in the ability to understand the experience of the people involved in the Research. The qualitive data can be collected by asking a variety of questions to people working on framework agreements. Within the questionnaire that will be provided, there will be various questions to obtain their opinions on framework agreements. The questionnaire provided will consist of closed questions, to provide a higher accuracy of answer from the recipients. Questions like this are provided as the student involved is working full time, resulting in a short period of time in which there is the ability to collect data. The questionnaire provided will include questions to allow the recipient to believe that there is no correct answer required by the researcher. The assignment title is also withheld from the recipient of the questionnaire for the same reason. The questionnaire that will be sent out will first be tested to assess the comprehension, then revised accordingly before it is sent out to be answered. The questionnaire will have specific coding on it, which will allow the author to be the only party to have access to the knowledge of the person that has completed it. There will be various documents included within the email including the questionnaire that will provide certainty of anonymity to the recipient. The questionnaire will be sent to a wide variety of people working on construction projects involving framework agreements. This will provide access to opinions from buyers as well as suppliers. When sending the questionnaire out to be answered, it is vital that the people that are in receipt of it can answer the question ‘What are the advantages and disadvantages of using framework agreements?’. There will be many questionnaires sent out, as there is a likely possibility that most will not be returned. Sending out more questionnaires will decrease the chances of having a low number of returns. The questionnaires sent out should include a return date to allow the recipients to complete them in time. To increase the likeliness of the questionnaires being returned, the author should organise a time to collect them. The projects that will be questioned will mainly be involving the NHS and their contractors that are on the framework. If the data received from the recipients is not complete due to any errors within the questionnaire, the author should organise an interview with a select group of people involved with the projects to further expand on their opinions.
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