marking criteria for CYCS7021 The Celtic Arthur and the Matter of Britain
Dr Karen Jankulak

I. The official marking categories for MA work at TSD are as follows (from ch. 6 of the Academic Quality Handbook):

Part I (the taught element)
70% and over : Distinction level
40-69% : Candidate eligible to proceed to Part II
0-39% : Fail
Part Two (the Master’s dissertation)
70% and over : Distinction level
60-69% : Merit
40-59% : Pass
0-39% : Fail

If we take the dissertation criteria as the more detailed ones, they can be amplified as such and broadly applied to coursework assignments:

70% and over (distinction):
· Highly critical and analytical, well presented and structured, with a comprehensive and insightful exposition of relevant theory and research.
· Grammar and style are excellent.
· Demonstrates creative flair or excellent skill in performance linked with strong interpretative understanding.

60-69% (merit):
· All main issues addressed with clarity. 
· There is evidence of wide reading. 
· The work is well organised with relevant arguments cogently developed and supported by appropriate evidence. 
· There is evidence of considerable critical and analytical ability, with clear insights and competent evaluation of material. 
· It is well presented and structured. 
· The grammar and style are good. 
· Good capacity to interpret and use material flexibly, no practical inadequacies. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]At the higher margin work will contain very few errors or omissions.

40-59% (pass):
at lower end of scale:
· The main issues have been addressed, but there may be some omissions. 
· There is little theoretical content. 
· The style may be inappropriate, with errors of grammar, spelling and structure. 
· Limited in interpretative use of knowledge or in some practical skills.
at higher end of scale:
· A competent answer, which addresses the main issues satisfactorily, but which may contain minor omissions or errors. 
· Theoretical issues are addressed, but may be somewhat superficial. 
· There is a degree of appreciation of the material, but this may show limited evidence of critical ability. 
· Grammar and style are largely good. Good grasp of knowledge and practice with some limitations.

0-39% (fail):
· 0 is a penalty grade for academic malpractice 
· Some relevant issues are addressed, however the answer is largely descriptive or anecdotal, or is backed up with little evidence. 
· The style may be inappropriate, with serious errors of grammar, spelling and structure. 
· Inability to handle knowledge; limitations in practical skills.

II. Specific advice for writing essays for this module (CYCS7021 The Celtic Arthur):

1. Essential characteristics:
· adequate and appropriately formatted references
· adequate and appropriately formatted bibliography

2. Basic structure:
· clear structure of introduction, body, conclusion
· introduction positions the question within the field (not too broadly!!) and presents specific focus if needed
· body engages with primary source information as well as secondary source arguments
· conclusion summarises arguments already made in body—it does not present new information

3. Written style:
· paragraphs discuss one main idea and flow logically one to the next with appropriate signposting for reader—avoid paragraphs of one sentence
· sentences similarly flow logically—avoid over-complicated structures or too many arguments packed into one sentence
· clarity of argument is far more important than ‘elegant’ or ‘academic’ writing

4. Content:
· analysis rather than description is needed
· arguments are illustrated with recourse to primary source evidence
· focus is maintained to a level providing detailed arguments about specific questions
· research takes into account module and unit reading list and does not stray from it without advice from tutor

5. Procedure:
· I strongly suggest each student submit a draft outline in point-form, covering no more than one A4 page, to be used to discuss the assignment at an early stage
