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Evaluation of the Use of Body-Worn Cameras in Evidence-Based Policing
	The United States has been faced with a situation where tensions continue to rise between the police and the public. Such tensions arise from the understanding that many of the population feel that the police is focused on targeting particular populations. One of the aspects that stands out is the acrimonious relationship between the police departments and African Americans. To deal with the current situation in the country, one of the measures being adopted is using body-worn cameras. The discussion will focus on exploring and evaluating the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing. 
Background
	Evidence-based policing (EBP) is an approach focused on tactical decision-making and policy-making within police departments. Within police departments, it is imperative to focus on the adoption of such measures as a means to ensure they are geared toward evidence-based practices. Evidence-based policing is emphasized based on the understanding that it helps the different departments focus on aspects such as empirical research, statistical analysis, and randomized controlled trials (Brown et al., 2018). Adopting the new approach does not mean that the departments will likely dismiss more traditional drivers used in decision-making among police officers. In addition, it is critical to realize that EBP aids police departments can focus on the application of various tools, including scientific testing, tracking of police resources, and targeting. Through such measures, police departments are more likely to survive additional public scrutiny and budget cuts. 
	The origin of evidence-based policing can be traced to 1998, when Lawrence Sherman outlined and coined the definition of the overall construct. The Police Foundation is one of the landmark organizations established in 1970. The foundation worked with the Kansas City Police Department in 1972 to develop the landmark study on patrol cars in what would be dubbed the Kansas City preventive patrol experiment. In 1998 Sherman indicated that the core concept of evidence-based policing could be made more effective if the tactics are known to work (Telep, 2016). The inclusion of the construct in policing has been regarded as important in the construct of enforcement. In seeking to improve policing action, policymakers can improve population-wide priorities. EBP continues to be regarded as a construct that ensures populations are released from violent coercions that result in happier populations. 
Core Ideas of Evidence-Based Policing
	Some core constructs being considered in EBP include allowing law enforcement to arrive at decisions based on the flow-through effect related to subsequent crime. A meta-analysis conducted in 2011 regarding drug market disruption resulted in arrests and seizure of illicit goods, which reduced levels of community violence and associated crimes (Bullock & Tilley, 2009). A second study conducted in 2022 indicated that the use of EBP in large drug seizures would result in more drug overdoses in the subsequent years. The use of the evidence in the manner suggested under the rules of EBP indicates that the use by the EBP leads to decisions that contrast with accepted notions on popular intuition (Betts, 2022). Consequently, it is imperative to ensure the EBP is applied in a way that results in police departments being able to adopt decisions that align with their overall objective to prevent crime and protect the communities. 
	Evidence-based policing has also promoted core ideas focused on improving education. Police departments are expected to focus on ensuring they share evidence on the consequences related to crime as a preventative measure. By gathering and analyzing evidence, police departments have the opportunity to adopt acceptable policies and measures to ensure they can combat social ills (Fleming & Rhodes, 2017). Such information can be provided to the public as a form of education. In situations where the public is furnished with the right information, they can aid law enforcement through information provision. Additionally, EBP can be utilized in sentencing as it provides the required evidence. The information gathered by the police departments through evidence-based policing can be applied as part of the evidence in different trials. 
Evidence-based policing focuses on ensuring the certainty of punishment, which results in consistency in deterring different crimes. The severity and imminence of punishment are guaranteed through evidence-based policing. Finally, it is critical to note that EBP promotes forensics (Bullock & Tilley, 2009). One of the primary aspects that rely on EBP is the identification of suspects. For example, applying blinded procedures and criminal lineups is considered part of EBP. The construct of EBP and its application ensures that police departments can reduce the probability of identification of suspects. The core ideas included in evidence-based policing are primarily geared toward protecting the communities and reducing incidences of crime. 
Criminological Theories of Evidence-Based Policing
	Various criminological theories can be used to explain the application of evidence-based policing. One of the theories that can be utilized to explain EBP is structural functionalism. The primary argument is that deviant behavior is critical in societies. The construct is geared toward bringing together various sections of the population. It is based on the understanding that deviance should be regarded as a demarcation between unacceptable and acceptable behavior (Lum, Koper & Telep, 2011).
Consequently, the society serves to affirm its cultural norms and values. Modernization has been regarded as a construct that can explain structural functionalism. It is regarded as a framework where societies will be focused on enacting changes to policy. Such changes are informed by the fact that the societies are continually changing. It is critical to adopt EBP as part of structural functionalism to ensure the communities continue to adhere to the rule of law within the current setting (Mears, 2007). Some of the constructs in EBP that can be applied to the theory include technological innovation through communication and information processes. The theory can be regarded as one of the most important in ensuring the EBP is successful in law enforcement. 
	Social strain typology is also regarded as a theory that can explain the inclusion of evidence-based policing. The theory indicates that deviant behavior should be classified as a typology based on adherence to cultural objectives and individual motivations. People are also considered based on how they can obtain different goals within the social setting. Social strain typology posits that people will take part in deviant behavior as they seek to pursue different accepted social goals (Sherman, 2013). For example, one may participate in criminal activities to help them access additional financial resources. The construct of evidence-based policing can be understood based on the issue of the rise of the “risk society.”  Most communities have adopted the construct of perceived inefficiencies and ineffectiveness. Individuals will commit crimes because they feel the existing systems are insufficient. However, including the EBP in the criminal justice systems has resulted in a situation where individuals are dissuaded from participating in criminal activities (Brown et al., 2018). The information provided in evidence-based policing is geared toward ensuring individuals are not pushed toward criminal activities. 
Relationship between Evidence-Based Policing and Body Worn Cameras
	The relationship between evidence-based policing and body-worn cameras can be understood based on the construct of enforcement. As police officers are required to wear body cameras, they understand that their various actions are recorded. They are more likely to adhere to the standard operating procedures and their training when they know their actions will likely be recorded (Fleming & Rhodes, 2017). In most societies in the United States, it has been argued that adopting body-worn cameras results in police officers considering their training in situations where they interact with different individuals. It is imperative to understand the EBP was focused on informing the use of force and other actions that are likely to help enforce the law to ensure the levels of community violence are addressed. 
	The use of body-worn cameras has improved evidence-based policing because the different departments will analyze the different approaches toward the use of force. By considering and analyzing the body camera footage, police departments can subject the data to various analytical tools. They can understand the various trends exhibited by police officers while interacting with the population (Mears, 2007). By understanding such trends, police departments and the country can focus on improving the administration of justice. An improvement in standard operating procedures among police departments is regarded as one of the advantages related to the adoption of evidence-based policing. 
Strengths, Weaknesses, and Ethical Limitations of Body Worn Cameras
	The relationship between evidence-based policing and body-worn cameras among police officers can be understood based on the strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. Some of the studies conducted on the subject indicate that the use of body-worn cameras does not have a direct and significant impact on crime-related outcomes (Betts, 2022). On the other hand, considering non-crime outcomes would indicate that body-worn cameras can reduce complaints against police officers. The construct is a strength based on the understanding that reducing negative interactions between police departments and the public will result in safer societies. For example, the public will be focused on ensuring that they offer more information to the police to create safer societies. 
	The continued use of body-worn cameras has also been touted to ensure that police are regarded as more accountable and reduce police misconduct. The cameras provide audio and visual evidence that can be used to verify various events. For example, in Texas, a police officer was charged with murder and sentenced to 15 years in prison based on video evidence that indicated they took part in the shooting of an unarmed youth (Betts, 2022). Based on such evidence, it is apparent that body-worn cameras are more likely to aid in protecting citizens. Additionally, the cameras are regarded as important tools in dealing with domestic violence cases. They can record the attack's immediate aftermath, and such evidence can be used in the prosecution. Finally, body cameras can play a critical role in police reform and continue to be supported by members of the public. 
	On the other hand, body-worn cameras are regarded as disadvantageous because they are too expensive and may prove unreliable to different police departments. Most departments have not established sufficient capacity to ensure they can deal with the video footage offered by different police officers. Based on such constraints, the officers and their accounts of various events cannot be authenticated (Telep, 2018). It has also been argued that the use of body-worn cameras violates the citizens' right to privacy. In such instances, the citizens will tend to be subjected to monitoring avenues such as facial recognition software. It is imperative to ensure that citizens are continually protected from infringement and overreach by the government. 
	There are various ethical limitations related to the use of body-worn cameras. One of the constructs to be considered is concerning how the officers use the body cameras. The officers are required to focus on ensuring the cameras are used ethically. The rights of the different citizens should not be violated as they use the cameras (Telep, 2016). In addition, constructs such as entrapment should not be considered part of the use of body cameras. On the other hand, they should only be used to record activities that can result in criminal prosecution or aid in stopping potential crimes. 
Use of Evidence from Body-Worn Cameras in Stop and Search
	Evidence from body-worn cameras can be utilized where police officers hope to conduct a stop and search. In particular instances, the body camera footage provided by the police officers may indicate a situation where a particular individual is suspected of a crime. Once a particular crime pattern has been established, the officers will possess the right to take part in a stop and search (Betts, 2022). For example, traffic orders are continually recording different traffic incidents. In instances where particular behavior is regarded as deviant, the police can argue that they possess the required jurisdiction to stop the individual and search their vehicle or premises. 
Conclusion
	The discussion is focused on understanding the inclusion of evidence-based policing within police departments in the United States. Core ideas of evidence policing have been considered in relation to their understanding of the current environment. Criminological theories underpinning the use of EBP, including structural-functionalism, have been considered. The purpose of body-worn cameras and their relationship to evidence-based policing has been discussed. Strengths, weaknesses, and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras are included in the discussion. Finally, the use of the evidence in the stop-and-search process has been enunciated. 
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