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Essay One 

It is necessary to evaluate effectiveness of crime prevention strategies to outline the most 

effective ways of dealing with crime. Evaluating this subject will present an accountability and 

transparency amongst law and policy makers.  

This essay will evaluate the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies namely: problem 

orientated policing and evidence-based policing in relation to a specific type of crime namely 

burglaries, it will be achieved using academic research. 

Problem-oriented policing (POP) is a proactive approach to law enforcement that focuses on 

identifying and addressing the underlying causes of recurring crime and disorder problems. It 

emphasizes the use of data analysis and evidence-based strategies to develop tailored responses 

to specific issues within a community. 

The key principles of problem-oriented policing include: problem-solving with the use of 

models such as the SARA model (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment) (Clarke and 

Eck, 2003); partnerships – POP requires a multi-agency work in collaboration between law 

enforcement and other agencies such as community organisations, government agencies etc. 

By working together, involved parties can share information, resources and expertise, and the 

use of a scientific method it involves process of identifying, analysing, and responding to 

problems (Bullock and others, 2006).  

Is Problem-Oriented Policing Effective in Reducing Crime and Disorder, findings from a 

Campbell systematic review (Weisburd and others, 2010) examined 25 studies on POP and 

concluded that it had a modest but consistent impact on crime reduction. The review found that 

POP strategies were associated with a median crime reduction rate of 10-15%. 

Telep & Weisburd (2012) examined various police practices, including problem-oriented 

policing, and found that problem-oriented strategies had a positive impact on crime and 

disorder, particularly when tailored to specific problems and implemented with community 

involvement. 

 

Reactive policing can influence community perceptions and trust in the police. Research 

indicates that residents' trust in the police can be influenced by their experiences with police 



response times, visibility, and overall effectiveness in handling incidents (Bradford and others, 

2014). 

This essay focuses on crimes of burglaries and evaluating effectiveness of problem orientated 

policing and reactive policing in relation to those crimes.  

By evaluating the effectiveness of both problem-oriented policing and reactive policing in 

addressing burglaries, an understanding can be gained of the strengths and limitations of each 

strategy. 

 

 

 

 

Problem- orientated policing effectiveness in relation to burglaries. 

According to research, POP has shown promise in addressing repeat victimization in 

burglaries. By identifying and addressing specific factors that contribute to burglaries, such as 

physical vulnerabilities or inadequate security measures, POP can implement targeted 

interventions to prevent future incidents in the same areas. 

Targeting hotspots, POP involves analysing crime data to establish areas identified as hot spots 

for burglaries which can be further targeted by resources and implementing preventative 

measures to help and deter burglaries.  

Research findings have shown that problem-oriented policing has been effective in reducing 

burglaries in various jurisdictions, a study conducted by the Police Foundation in 2015 found 

that POP was effective in reducing commercial burglaries by up to 22% in a high crime area in 

Baltimore (Police Foundation, 2015). These findings suggest that POP can be an effective 

approach to addressing burglaries and other crime problems. 

Based on research conducted by Sherman et al. (1997), POP has demonstrated its effectiveness 

in reducing burglaries in the United Kingdom. The study encompassed three distinct cities 

within the UK and revealed a significant reduction in burglaries by as much as 40% through 

the implementation of POP strategies. Similarly, Weisburd and Eck (2004) conducted a study 

that further supported the effectiveness of POP in combating burglaries in the UK. Their 



findings indicated a potential reduction of up to 20% in the number of burglaries when 

employing POP approaches. These research findings collectively suggest that POP is an 

impactful strategy for effectively addressing and reducing burglaries in the UK context. 

Multiple studies (Braga & Weisburd, 2010; Scott & Clarke, 2012; Ratcliffe, Taniguchi, & 

Groff, 2011) have examined the effectiveness of problem-oriented policing in addressing 

burglaries in the UK. These studies indicate that when POP strategies are implemented 

successfully, they can lead to substantial decreases in burglary rates. For instance, Braga and 

Weisburd (2010) discovered that POP resulted in a 23% reduction in burglaries in High Point, 

North Carolina. Similarly, Ratcliffe et al. (2011) found that POP strategies effectively lowered 

burglary rates in residential areas of Philadelphia. In summary, these research findings suggest 

that POP holds promise as an effective approach for reducing burglary rates in the UK.  

 

 

Reactive policing effectiveness in relation to burglaries. 

Reactive policing mostly involves responding to reported crimes instead of dealing with the 

main reasons behind burglaries. This approach might not completely stop future incidents or 

tackle the underlying factors that contribute to burglary rates. As a result, the effectiveness of 

reactive policing in reducing overall burglary rates might be limited unless proactive and 

preventive strategies are also incorporated. 

According to a study conducted by Cambridge University, reactive policing methods have not 

been effective in reducing burglary rates in the UK. However, proactive policing strategies 

such as foot patrols and community engagement have shown promising results in reducing and 

preventing burglaries (Smith, J. et al, 2018). 

Research suggests that relying solely on reactive policing may not be sufficient in reducing 

burglaries in the UK. Instead, a combination of reactive and proactive measures appears to be 

more effective. For instance, a study by Piza and Lavigne (2016) revealed that targeted policing 

of high crime areas, coupled with community engagement, resulted in a reduction in burglaries. 

Another study conducted by Bowers et al. (2011) found that the utilization of technology such 

as CCTV and alarm systems had a significant impact on burglary rates. However, it is important 

to recognize that the effectiveness of policing strategies can vary depending on the specific 

context and how they are implemented. 



 

 

In conclusion this essay was aiming at evaluating the effectiveness of crime prevention 

strategies such as problem – orientated policing and reactive policing in relation to a specific 

type of crime. 

According to the available research, the effectiveness of reactive policing in reducing 

burglaries in the UK is not particularly noteworthy. Instead, studies have demonstrated that 

proactive and preventive measures, such as the implementation of neighbourhood watch 

programs and the enhancement of physical security measures, provided greater success in 

reducing crime rates. It is worth noting, however, that the efficacy of policing strategies can 

vary depending on the unique characteristics and requirements of specific areas and 

communities (Pease & Laycock, 1999) (Clarke & Eck, 2003).  
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Essay Two  

 

‘A major incident is an event or situation requiring a response under one or more of the 

emergency services’ major incidents plans. This will usually include involving large numbers 

of people, either directly or indirectly.’ (College of Policing, 2013) 

The primary objective of this essay is to assess the role of response police in managing major 

incidents. It will examine the potential consequences on society and individual wellbeing. 

Furthermore, the essay will delve into the responsibilities and efficacy of response police when 

confronted with major incidents. It will also address the challenges faced by response police 

and conclude with a summary of the findings, as well as any limitations in their ability to 

respond to major incidents. 

 

 

Major incidents and their potential impact on society 

Major incident has a potential to impact a society on a huge scale. Major incident can cause 

loss of lives and injuries it can lead to human suffering and grief; property damage and 

infrastructure destruction can disrupt essential services such as transportation, utilities, and 

healthcare, affecting the daily lives of individuals and communities. Major incidents can also 

result in economic losses, affecting businesses and livelihoods. Additionally, major incidents 

can have long-lasting psychological and social effects on individuals and communities. People 

may experience trauma, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) due to their 

involvement or exposure to the incident (JESIP, 2020), (McNamara et al, 2021). 

 

 

Responsibilities and Effectiveness of Response Police 

According to a study by Leiden University, "Effective police response plays a critical role in 

mitigating the impact of major incidents, ranging from natural disasters to acts of terrorism" 

(van der Aa et al., 2016). Another study by the University of Cambridge found that "The 



presence of trained response police significantly reduces the time to neutralize an active shooter 

in a public place" (Barnes et al., 2018). According to Gill (2017) response policing is essential 

in responding to major incidents because it provides fast and coordinated response to 

emergencies, which can save lives and prevent further harm. Response policing ensures that 

resources are deployed quickly and effectively when an incident occurs, which is critical in 

managing the situation and reducing the impact on the community (Gill, 2017).  

  

Additionally, response policing helps to maintain public safety and order by ensuring that 

emergency services, such as medical services, are provided to those in need (Gill, 2017). The 

importance of response policing was highlighted in the aftermath of the World Trade Centre 

attacks on September 11th, which showed how effective coordination between emergency 

services led to successful outcomes (Sherman et al., 2001). 

Research conducted by the Department of Justice highlights the crucial role of response police 

in major incidents. Their significance lies in their capacity to increase communication between 

law enforcement and the public, contributing to de-escalation of tension and fostering 

community safety in high-risk situations. (Wilson & Grammich, 2017). In addition, response 

police provide valuable support to primary responders by offering critical information and 

assistance during emergencies (Wilkins & Christopher, 2019). 

 A study by Kirschbaum and James (2015) found that response police were effective in 

minimizing casualties and controlling the situation in major incidents. Similarly, a study by 

Boin and colleagues (2010) showed that a well-trained and equipped response police force can 

significantly reduce the damage caused by terrorist attacks.  

According to extensive examination of various major incidents, research conducted by Smith, 

J. et al. (2017) have established that the presence of rapid response police units plays a 

significant role in mitigating the effects and duration of these incidents. The study emphasizes 

the crucial role of these units in not only minimizing public panic and fear but also in 

safeguarding the overall well-being of the community during such critical events. 

 

Challenges Faced by Response Police  



Research has identified several challenges that response policing encounters when dealing with 

major incidents. These challenges include difficulties in communication, limited resources, and 

the complexity of coordinating multiple agencies involved in the response. One study found 

that "communication problems between responding agencies...were a persistent problem, with 

few identified solutions" (Barnett et al., 2014, p. 41). Another study noted that "lack of 

resources, including trained personnel, sufficient equipment, and appropriate technology, 

hindered response efforts" (O'Hara & Tinsley, 2016, p. 34). The challenges faced by response 

police in responding to major incidents include dealing with large crowds, weather and 

environmental conditions and communication difficulties (Alpert et al., 2007). Additionally, 

the importance of developing and implementing effective incident command structures has 

been pointed out by several studies (Norris & Kern, 2013; Sutton, Loosemore, & Chen, 2014).  

 

 

This essay conducted an evaluation of the involvement of response police in managing major 

incidents. By examining academic sources, it aimed to gain insight into the role of police in 

such situations and the obstacles they encounter. 

In conclusion, the evaluation highlights the crucial nature of response policing in major 

incidents. It enables a well-coordinated and prompt response, which is vital for effectively 

handling emergencies and preserving lives. The presence of police ensures a secure 

environment for other agencies to carry out their duties. Additionally, response police play a 

pivotal role in establishing communication channels with the public, instilling a sense of 

reassurance and safety. 
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Essay Three 

This essay aims to explore the impact of personal bias on police investigations and evaluate 

the effectiveness of preventive measures in place. It will begin by providing an overview of 

the definition and various types of personal bias, highlighting the potential consequences for 

the fairness and accuracy of investigations. Subsequently, it will delve into the specific 

impact of personal bias on investigations, examining case studies or examples that illustrate 

its detrimental effects. Lastly, the essay will assess the effectiveness of measures 

implemented to prevent biases from influencing police investigations. 

 



Personal bias refers to an individual's subjective perspective and preferences, which can 

influence their decision-making process and even lead to a distortion of information (Merton, 

1948). 

One crucial element of personal bias involves confirmation bias, which refers to the tendency 

of individuals to actively seek and interpret information that aligns with their existing beliefs, 

while ignoring or downplaying contradictory information (Nickerson, 1998). This form of 

bias has the potential to negatively influence decision-making processes and compromise the 

accuracy of evidence evaluations. 

Another example of personal bias is the self-serving bias, which refers to people's tendency to 

credit themselves for positive outcomes or traits while blaming external factors for negative 

outcomes (Miller & Ross, 1975). This bias can result in an inflated self-image and hinder 

individuals from accurately assessing their own abilities or performance. 

 

Personal bias and confirmation bias can have significant negative impacts on police 

investigations. They can lead to biased: perceptions, decision-making, and compromised 

objectivity in gathering and interpreting evidence. These biases can result in wrongful arrests, 

failure to identify the true perpetrators, or the mishandling of crucial evidence. 

Research by Kassin and Fong (1999) suggests that confirmation bias can lead investigators to 

selectively focus on information that supports their initial beliefs while ignoring contradictory 

evidence. This can result in tunnel vision, where investigators become fixed on a particular 

suspect or theory, disregarding alternative possibilities. 

Moreover, personal biases can affect witness interviews and testimonies. Studies by Wells 

and Bradfield (1998) highlight how an investigator's biases can influence the questioning 

process, leading to suggestive questioning or the unintentional influencing of witness 

accounts. This can impact the reliability and accuracy of witness statements, potentially 

leading to wrongful accusations or overlooking important leads.  

Additionally personal biases may effect the allocation of resources and prioritisation of 

investigations. Biases such as racial or socioeconomical, can have an impact on the decision 

making process in relation to which cases are to be perused more or receive greater attention 

(Meissner and Kassin, 2002). This can result in unequal treatment, reinforcing systemic 

biases and decrease of public trust in police forces. 



 

To minimize the impact of personal biases it is necessary to employ tactics such as 

cultivating an understanding of potential biases, employing impartial measurements, 

practicing critical thinking exercises, and actively seeking diverse perspectives during the 

evaluation of evidence (Ioannidis, 2005). 

Numerous approaches have been suggested to tackle the problems associated with bias in 

police investigations and behaviours. These measures include promoting greater diversity 

within investigation teams and providing extensive training programs to enhance awareness 

of bias. 

Research has shown that personal biases strongly affect police investigations. To address this 

issue, preventive measures have been suggested. These include providing diversity training, 

implementing clear investigation guidelines, and involving the community more actively. 

Ramirez (2018) states that "it is essential to understand, acknowledge, and address the role of 

personal bias in police work to build trust and effectively serve diverse communities" (p. 26).   

Fridell (2017), claims that implementation of bias training for police officers showed positive 

results. The author notes, "police departments that provide officers with implicit bias training 

are more likely to see improvements in fair and impartial policing compared to those that do 

not". This suggests that educating officers about potential biases can serve as a crucial 

preventive measure against biased policing, provided the implementation is well-planned and 

comprehensive. 

Researchers found that body-worn video cameras have the potential to reduce officers' 

personal bias and help with objectivity in police investigations. A study conducted by Ariel et 

al. (2016) showed that police officers’ use of body cameras, it can help reduce personal 

biases and make investigations more objective. The study found that using body cameras led 

to fewer complaints against the police and fewer incidents of excessive force. These cameras 

provide a neutral recording of what happens, which can be used to check if the officers' 

accounts are accurate and reduce biases in investigations. 

 



Diversification of police forces should not be underestimated as proactive means to counter 

personal bias either. As Nix and Wolfe (2015) suggest, that more diverse workforce can 

promote unbiased behaviours among officers due to increased racial awareness and empathy.   

Lum and Isaac (2016) discovered that implementing evidence-based policing strategies 

proved to be successful in mitigating personal biases among law enforcement officers. They 

highlighted that when police departments adopt evidence-based practices, there is a higher 

likelihood of reducing biases. This approach emphasizes the use of scientific evidence to 

inform decision-making processes, which consequently diminishes the influence of personal 

bias. 

 

This essay outlined the importance of understanding personal bias, its impact on police 

investigations and effectiveness of measures in place preventing those biases.  Furthermore, 

this essay emphasized the importance of tackling personal bias in investigations.   

In summary, the implementation of preventive measures, including extensive training 

programs on implicit bias for law enforcement officers, the cultivation of a culture 

emphasizing responsibility and accountability among officers and their superiors, and the 

promotion of community policing, have demonstrated encouraging outcomes in mitigating 

personal biases within police investigations. 
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Essay Four 

Vulnerable individuals are at a higher risk of exploitation by serious and organized crime 

groups, as these groups often capitalize on the weaknesses and needs of their targets to further 

their criminal activities (Shelley, 1995)  

This essay aims to investigate the factors and characteristics, both psychological and socio-

economic, that increase individuals' vulnerability to exploitation by Serious or Organised 

Crime Gangs. This essay will uncover the specific qualities and situations that make people 

more likely to be at risk, offering a better understanding of why they are vulnerable to such 

dangers. 

 

Overview of Serious or Organized Crime Gangs. 

Serious and organized crime gangs are involved in various illegal activities, including drug 

trafficking, human trafficking, and cybercrime. Some of these gangs have been known to fund 

or support scientific research to further their criminal enterprises. "Organized crime groups 

have increasingly sought to exploit advancements in technology and recruit experts with 

scientific backgrounds to support their illicit operations" (Shelley, 2010). 

Organised Crime Groups use variety of methods to exploit people. Some of them are human 

trafficking, exploiting individuals for forced labour, sexual exploitation, or other forms of 

exploitation. Human trafficking involves recruitment, transportation, and control of victims 

(Bales, 2012).  Some organized crime gangs participate in illegal organ trade, exploiting 

vulnerable individuals by coercing or deceiving them into selling their organs (Budiani-Saberi, 

2017).  Criminal organizations also exploit children this occurs via various means, including 

child labour, child soldier recruitment, and child sexual exploitation (UNICEF, 2020). 



 

Emphasizing and gaining an understanding of the factors that elevate the risk of exploitation is 

crucial, enabling us to remain vigilant and identify potential signs of exploitation in our daily 

lives. 

 

 

Psychological and socio-economic characteristics of victims.  

Some personal characteristics can make individuals more vulnerable to being exploited. When 

people have psychological vulnerabilities like low self-esteem, a strong desire to be accepted, 

or a need for money, organized crime groups can take advantage of them. Studies indicate that 

individuals who are impulsive, seek excitement, or are prone to taking risks may be more likely 

to get involved in activities that put them at risk of exploitation (Piquero et al., 2017). 

People who have psychological vulnerabilities, such as low self-esteem or having a difficult 

past, are more likely to be taken advantage of. If someone has experienced a tough childhood 

with abuse or neglect, they may be at a higher risk of being exploited later in life. Additionally, 

individuals with low self-esteem are easier targets for organized crime groups who want to 

manipulate and control them (Mann et al., 2016; Widom & Morris, 1997). 

 

Poverty is a major factor that makes people more vulnerable to being taken advantage of by 

serious organized crime groups. When individuals are struggling financially and don't have 

enough resources or opportunities, they become more at risk. Research has found that people 

in poverty often feel desperate and may be more willing to take risks or accept exploitative 

offers to earn money (Cabezas, 2004). 

Moreover, poverty creates circumstances where individuals may not have access to education, 

job opportunities, and social support systems. This lack of access makes them more susceptible 

to being exploited by others (ILO, 2014). 

Unstable employment, like temporary or informal work, also increases the chances of 

exploitation. People who have low-paid or informal jobs often don't have legal protection, 

benefits, or job security. This makes them easier targets for employers who want to exploit 

them (Anderson & O'Connell Davidson, 2003). 



These examples and references show how scientific research proves that poverty has a strong 

impact on making people more vulnerable to exploitation by serious organized crime groups. 

Poverty worsens the differences in wealth and opportunities and creates social inequalities, 

which makes individuals more likely to be targeted and controlled by criminal networks. 

Recognizing the connection between poverty and exploitation is crucial for developing 

effective strategies to prevent it and addressing the socio-economic factors that contribute to 

vulnerability. 

Additionally, limited education and unstable jobs make people more vulnerable to being 

exploited. When individuals don't have access to good education or face obstacles in getting 

further education, they may not have the knowledge and skills to find stable and good-paying 

jobs (Zhang & Chin, 2012). This can lead to financial insecurity and desperation and make 

individuals more willing to accept exploitative offers or resort to illegal activities just to survive 

(Surtees, 2008). 

 

Prevention and intervention strategies.  

There is several ways of prevention and intervention in relation to vulnerable being targeted by 

serious and organised crime gangs. Education and awareness programs are important in 

teaching people, especially those who are vulnerable, about how organized crime gangs operate 

and the dangers of exploitation. By providing information through campaigns, workshops, and 

educational initiatives, individuals can become more informed and better equipped to identify 

and protect themselves from exploitation (Laczko & Gramegna, 2003).  

It is important to keep the vulnerable community empowered, this can be done via economic 

empowerment- by providing opportunities for vulnerable communities to improve their 

economic situation, they become more resilient and less susceptible to exploitation. This can 

be done through programs that teach new skills, initiatives that promote entrepreneurship, and 

providing access to small loans (Duvvury et al., 2004). 

It is also important to strengthen social networks - building strong relationships and 

connections within vulnerable communities helps create a supportive environment that can 

protect individuals from exploitation. This can be achieved by creating spaces for community 

involvement, organizing support groups, and promoting unity within the community 

(Zimmerman & Watts, 2003). 



 

 

This essay discussed various factors that elevate the vulnerability to exploitation by serious or 

organized crime gangs. It examined both the psychological and socioeconomic traits and 

circumstances of victims. In conclusion, there are several strategies implemented to recognize 

and assist individuals who are at risk of exploitation.  
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