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The execution of the law coupled with upholding is dependent on multiple individuals or groups in the UK. This is because of the different types of laws in the UK that make up multiple legislations and different types of laws and frameworks for catering to the same. This study aims to understand the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of Justice on a large scale. For an effective analysis, a simplified structure has been incorporated. 
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What is a magistrate? 
In the UK, magistrates are volunteers that hear cases in the courts having jurisdictions in the local community (gov.uk, 2023). Such individuals can hear cases in the family court, the criminal court or even both. In most scenarios, cases are heard by 3 magistrates that include a magistrate who is trained for acting as the chairperson. In generic scenarios, magistrates are not paid. However, many employers allow the employees time off along with associated pay (gov.uk, 2023). 
A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom
Most of the legal decisions across the UK market are executed not by Judges but by people associated with multiple sorts of professions. The common criteria correspond to each individual having a sense of fairness coupled with being representative of the community. Also called Justices of the Peace, there are more than 12000 individuals across England and Wales (judiciary.uk, 2023). Such individuals are required for volunteering for a minimum of 13 days per year including training to deal with criminal and civil laws. Each of the candidates is required to present the following characteristics as
Making fair, transparent coupled with impartial decisions
Understanding including appreciating different perspectives
Communicating to all stakeholders with respect and sensitivity by presenting an objectified approach 
Presentation of self-awareness coupled with being open to learning
Ensuring professional engagement with multiple types of people 
In each case, the usual number of magistrates is 3 in number that work with a legal adviser in the court. Such an advisor ensures that the magistrates are following all the right procedures during hearing any form of case and taking action on the same. 
What are their main responsibilities? 
One of the core responsibilities of the Magistrates corresponds to the passing of the most serious crimes to the Crown Court. Examples of serious crimes correspond to murder, robbery and even rape cases. However, it is the responsibility of the magistrate to determine whether a defendant should be kept in custody or let out on strict conditions. This reflects the ability to avail bail from the court or remain in the custody of the police (Seetahal and Ramgoolam, 2019). Additionally, magistrates are required to hear and deal with minor assaults, theft, motoring offence, handling of stolen goods, fines and unpaid work in the community among others. Family cases are also heard by magistrates including arrangements for children regarding adoption, aiding separated parents to decide for their children coupled with aiding of court orders to prevent domestic abuse (gov.uk, 2023). 
Thesis 
The core advantage of having magistrates is having a representative from the local community. This leads to an increased cross-section of the society. In legal matters that require an ethical approach, understanding the behaviour of the defendant is an essential aspect. This complements a magistrate to have detailed experience about the character of the defendant and the actions that may have led to the occurrence of a crime or a minor offence. The additional advantage could be identified in terms of having extensive local knowledge. Considering that magistrate represent the local community, and has extensive knowledge regarding the defendant and the accuser, potential conditions for the occurrence of the crime could be established. This would result in an effective determination of bail availability coupled with a determination of the bail amount being paid by the defendant. 
Another advantage could be identified in terms of extensive savings of public money in an integrated and streamlined manner. This is because, volunteering to deal with minor criminal, civil and family cases, the workload on the superior courts would be diminished. As such, public money spent on such courts could then be used to focus on more pertaining cases. For example, among all of the criminal cases in the UK, 95% of the same start in the Magistrate's court. This includes 5 million cases per year (judiciary.uk, 2023). This essentially provides the higher courts to focus on pertinent cases especially those associated with national or regional interests. An example of such pertinent cases corresponds to Purchase (Appellant) v Ahmed (Respondent) vide case ID UKSC 2022/0049 (supreme court.uk, 2023). This case focuses on the viability of accepting compensation for psychiatric injury due to witnessing the death of a horrifying event due to medical negligence. 
An overall benefit of having magistrates in the UK justice system could be attributed to the common law nature of the UK. This means that decisions passed or made by higher courts are bound by lower courts (iclr.co.uk, 2023). This essentially provides a definitive guideline for magistrates to work in a streamlined manner coupled with required legislation and actions. As magistrates sometimes have to deal with minor offenders, having local knowledge coupled with legal guidance would enable providing evidence-based judgements while also considering ethical and sympathetic approaches (Dhami and van den Brink, 2022). 
However, one of the core limitations of using magistrates in the justice system could be attributed to the middle class, aged and middle-minded approach. This is because, magistrates are entirely volunteering and have no to limited legal background (quizlet.com, 2023). In such a case, it is possible that being objective in an effective manner is essentially limited. This is concerning the legal training and years of experience that judges have in Crown and higher courts. Another disadvantage of the magistrates in the justice system could be attributed to the inconsistencies in providing sentencing. This is because the judgements are not objective but subjective and different persons may face differential penalties, against the same offenses. For example, a traffic violation may carry different penalties for the same offence depending upon multiple factors as considered by the magistrate's panel. Additionally, such courts are considered police courts. This is because evidence and recommendations regarding penalties are heavily influenced by the information by the police. Hence in situations such as accusations against the police in civil cases or minor criminal cases, the possibility of biased judgements could be ascertained.
One of the additional limitations could be identified in the possible over-influence of the legal helper provided to such cases. This is because judgements have the possibility of being influenced based on the input provided by the legal expert which may or may not be adequate in certain cases. This includes cases associated with racial abuse that requires extensive legal guidance due to the complexity of the issue in the local area and its impact on the international area. 
Court closures and characteristics 
In recent years, there has been an increase in the number of magistrate court closures, especially after 2010. For example, between 2010 to 2020, 164 magistrate courts closed out of 320. This presents a staggering 51% closure (commonslibrary.parliament.uk, 2020). A possible reason for the same could be identified in altering the characteristics of such courts as decisions by those individuals in a volunteering capacity with no legal background would not be acceptable in the current and future market. Since the complete exercise is non-paid, the possibility of attracting fair and competent volunteers would hence be limited in nature. 
Reform 
Reforming the magistrate courts has come with demands of expanding the powers the same (theguardian.com, 2021). This is because of the limited ability of the court in providing sentencing to the offender with only powers vested in dealing with small and minor cases including fines regarding traffic violations. However, such demanded reforms have been rejected with alternating recommendations being provided regarding setting up of the intermediate court with the power to sentence offenders with up to two years of imprisonment. Hence, it is recommended that reforms in the magistrate court should be focused on implementing a uniform policy by using a centralised database to provide sentencing regarding offences rather than giving the magistrates a range or extension of judiciary powers. 
[bookmark: _Toc133882961]Summary/Conclusion 
Overall, it could be summarised that having magistrates within the UK justice system has both its benefits and limitations. However, such concept of such benefits is subjective and depends on the local area and the individual or group ability of the magistrates. Generally, having magistrates improves legal efficiency as a structured approach to offences in the minor category could be conducted and guided by experienced legal representatives as it is the norm in such courts. This would reduce the burden on the higher courts including the financial burden in hearing cases in the higher courts with the use of taxpayer money. Overall, it could be identified that the advantages exceed the disadvantages from a personal point of view. 
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