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Learning & Development Services


	Activity:
	Sudden Death VR Cave




	Group/Class:
	PEQF
	Duration of activity:
	180 mins



	Aim:
	To provide students with an overview of the actions to take in relation to a sudden or suspicious death using virtual reality (VR)



	Objectives:
	1. Describe actions that can be carried out at a suicidal death
2. Describe what actions to take at a suspicious death
3. Explain the rational for making decisions at a suspicious death



	Activity 1: Suicidal Death

	Trainer to facilitate discussion based on the following QTS:

· The Student Officers are not to be told what the situation will be – no details of the call are to be given to the officers.

· Load VR cave and instruct student officers in how to use the system. Nominate or ask for volunteers to those using the system. Do not tell the students what type of incident they will be dealing with until after the call comes through, which will be both verbal and in writing.

· Guide student officer who has answered the call.

QTS: You have received this call, what are your initial thoughts?
Ideally, they should want to speak to the neighbour to gather intelligence. Let the attending officer make the decision as to what to do. If they speak to the neighbour

QTS: What questions do you think you should be asking the neighbour?

QTS: What actions do you think you should now take after speaking to the neighbour? 
There will be a choice of either forcing entry to locate the male, or to make a telephone call to the informant. The student should call the informant to which they will receive a rant in relation to the missing male. There are additional options in relation to the mobile phone: A) Camera B) Pocket notebook. 
QTS: What are our powers of entry, if any?
Ask the student what they want to do:
· Knock the door/shout through letter box
· Doorbell – if the students have used this, this could inadvertently contaminate potential evidence e.g. last person who used it fingerprint may still be present, same for the door knocker
· Walk around the back of the house
		
Information for the student to be discussed after officer has made his/her decision: best practice to knock the door somewhere unnatural; lower part of the door. This is due to 80% of murders are committed by persons known to the victim. They would have used the letter box/door knocker or door bell. Inadvertently, police officers attending use what the murderer would have used and therefore contaminate evidence.

Upon gaining entry: 
QTS: Now we have gained entry, what should we consider? 

QTS: What should we be looking for? 
There will be evidence of anti-depressants, mobile phone, hand written note; letters behind the front door, which are 2 to 3 days behind current date. Guide student to find body.

QTS: What are your considerations now, in relation to the deceased? 
Guide student to pooling/lividity – the blood settlement, as this can be indicative of hanging in situ or a potential murder victim being murdered elsewhere and placed in this position – forensics.

If students’ state that they wish to cut the body down, guide them in relation to knots and their preservation.

QTS: What else are we going to be looking for? (Trainer to guide students towards looking for suicide notes, telephone, any letters if not already found/recovered)
There were will be option for them to seize evidence with the control or are they going to be looking for the male straight away. There are going to be other signs to look out for e.g. footprints on laminate flooring etc.

Upon finding the male:
QTS: What actions do we now need to carry out? 
Guide the student officer to examine the male, declare a code BLUE, and ask for the FME and CSI to attend and undertaker/ambulance to remove the body. There will be need for another officer to attend at the informants address to give death message. 
· Discuss areas of note with the students – do not cut the knots used, but can cut the rope to allow the body to be laid on the floor. 
· Other areas for discussion points: Scene preservation Discussion points: 
Do we need it for a suicide?
How are we going to secure the property? The front door will not be able to close after it has been forced open.
Who else can have access to the property?
Apart from the informant, is there anyone else we need to contact? 
What are we going to do with the evidence that we have seized?
What things do the students think have been missed by officers? 
Trainer to guide students in discussion to consolidate learning and to encourage them to speak about their experience of using the VR system in relation to the scenario posed to them




	Activity 2: Suspicious Death

	Trainer to facilitate discussion based on the following QTS:

The Student Officers are not to be told what the situation will be – no details of the call are to be given to the officers.

Load VR cave and instruct student officers in how to use the system. Nominate or ask for volunteers to those using the system. Do not tell the students what type of incident they will be dealing with until after the call comes through, which is both verbal and in writing.

Guide student officer who has answered the call: 
QTS: What is going to be our first action at this call?

QTS: What are our powers of entry?

QTS: We have gained entry, what actions are you now considering?
Guide attending officer as to their course of action – are they thinking to force entry into the property through the front door, or are they going to examine the property first – this is due to the back door being forced – are they going to enter through the back door? What forensics are there?

If they choose to go through the back door, allow the scenario to play out – although they should not do this, as this carries vital evidence in relation to the scenario as a whole, but can discuss preservation of life.

QTS: What do you think we should looking for in the house?

QTS: What else have we discovered here?

QTS: What are we going to be looking for in the house?

Upon discovering the body, the following questions can be used:
QTS: You have found a body, what are we now thinking?

QTS: What evidence can we gather?
(Do we touch? Look for a pulse? Forensic evidence vs preservation of life)
QTS: What do you think has happened here? (Develop possible hypotheses e.g. has this lady died and upon collapsing, has she pulled the shelving unit over?)

QTS: What are we going to do next?

QTS: Have we explored all options here, if so, what are they?

QTS: Would you class this situation as a suspicious death, if so, why?

QTS? Who else would be required to attend the scene?

QTS: You have been all over the scene, what explanation are you now going to give in relation to this? (record it on scene log/ePNB)

QTS: How are we going to secure the front door (if the student has forced entry and not used the backdoor?)

Debrief lesson and consolidate learning:
QTS: Explain how you found this session?

QTS: What can you take away from it?

QTS: How would you feel if you were called to a real life incident like this?

Give hand out to Students in person or email if still under Covid19 regulations
Trainer to guide students in discussion to consolidate learning and to encourage them to speak about their experience of using the VR system in relation to the scenario posed to them.
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