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Good morning, my name is Molly I am part of the year 6 team at school X. I have brought you all together today to discuss the children’s transitions up to year 7. During this presentation I will propose an idea that addresses one of our targets from our recent ESTYN report and will also ensure that the children’s wellbeing and understanding of their next level of education excels the standards it should be. 
The transition from primary school to secondary school is very important for children’s development. Ensuring that the transition is as smooth as it can be for the children’s progress not be impaired would be one of the main examples of its importance. “curriculum between primary and secondary school may suffer during transition and some vulnerable children need intervention prior to transition” (McGee et. al., 2004). An intervention would help the children to be at the same standard as the average child which will in turn help them to be able to cope with the higher level of work. The same piece of research suggests that “Children need to understand what is expected of them in secondary school, be prepared for the level and style of work.” (Evangelou, M. 2008). Allowing the children to understand new expectations will give them time to adapt and adjust to the changes, resulting in a much smoother transition. 
All the children and their parents will have concerns and questions about the transition up to comprehensive school. For example, getting lost in their new school, losing their old friends, the volume of homework given compared to year 6, the concept of detentions and new discipline policies, and of course, the prospect of being bullied. (UCL no date).  These are just a few examples of the concerns that the children will have in the lead up to transition. I wish to help the children to understand as much as they can prior to their transition to help reduce these worries and concerns. As well as the children, parents will also have their concerns, so it is just as important to make sure that they are just as reassured as the children. 
	My proposed intervention involves the children completing a bridging unit. The main purpose for a bridging unit is to achieve better continuity in the teaching and learning as pupils move from Key stage 2 to key stage 3. This requires the teachers from both the year 6 class and a year 7 class to work together and plan the unit of work. According to the Welsh Government document ‘Bridging the Gap’ (2004) it expresses that an effective bridging unit should clearly define a learning objective agreed between the primary and secondary teachers. The unit should also build on what the children already know and have achieved but in a new and fresh approach for the children to extend and develop their skills. The unit of work should also have progression to some levels of the year 7 curriculum, blending the two phases together and closing the gap. I will endeavour to explain how this could be achieved.
	Looking at our most recent ESTYN report and our school development plan, one of the areas that needed improvement is the children’s speaking and listening skills. This ties into the bridging unit, as some of the most effective bridging units will focus on literacy and numeracy. The report mentions that as a school we are starting to improve this outcome, however there is still more room for improvement. Speaking and listening skills are used throughout our lives, most of the day, every day of the week, as you listen to me today you are using your own listening and speaking skills. Therefore, this is an essential skill for the children to develop before moving on to year 7. 
	Bringing all these components together I wish to conduct a P4C lesson with all the children in year 6 to help them understand their concerns and to help develop their speaking and listening skills.  In addition, there will be visits to open days in order for the children to get a feel for the schools they are applying to, and finally meetings with parents so that they can come into school and discuss any concerns they may have with the teachers. A P4C lesson is excellent for increasing literacy and numeracy skills along with the children’s thinking skills to be expanded (P4C, no date).  Philosophy encourages the learners to use their imagination and their reasoning skills through discussion. This will help the children to use skills learned in everyday life to help them progress to the next stage of their education. A P4C lesson will encourage the learners to listen to other students in the discussion and respond with open ended questions to keep the discussion flowing. This will encourage children to use their thinking skills and to work collaboratively and come to an agreed conclusion about the posed question. 
	This lesson will involve a short story read at the beginning of the lesson called ‘The World’s Biggest Question’ (Fleetham, M. 2006). This is a story encouraging children to engage and think of important questions in life.  It will require active listening and participation in discussion to generate new ideas.  After the story, the children will be placed into differentiated groups to list as many questions they can think of about year 7.  The children will be told that they can write any appropriate question they have, first coming with their own questions and then sharing them with their peers in their designated groups.  They then need to decide as a group two questions they think are the most important to them (this may include the children using persuasive language to persuade the other children to choose their question.)  The classroom then gets rearranged, so the chairs are in a circle in the middle of the room; this is to encourage the discussion and inclusion of everyone in the room. The discussion can then begin making its way around each of the groups asking their questions. It is important here for the teachers to act as a facilitator and allow the children to discuss between themselves. (this will develop their speaking and listening skills). Before the session starts, they will agree that there needs to be rules guiding the activity, for example, the need to respect each other and value everyone’s contribution; this ensures children get the most out of it and learn how to take turns in sharing their ideas. As a group, they can decide on what signal to use to show that someone has an idea to share, for example, a thumbs up.  The beauty of this activity is that there are minimal costs required to conduct the unit effectively and the learning outcomes are invaluable. 
	Due to the nature of the task the learners are developing their listening and speaking skills in an environment where they are in control of their learning.  This will therefore mean they can use these skills when interacting with the new pupils when they arrive at their secondary school. Topics that may arise could be ‘what makes a good friend?’, ‘is it always good to tell the truth?’, How can they be a good friend? These questions allow children to explore the options available to them in specific situations, stemming from discussions in relation to ‘what would I do if…?’ (SecEd, 2016)
	Most of the children doing this task will be able to participate and engage in the activity, however children with different learning needs will need some extra support. For example, if there is a child in the classroom with hearing impairments, they may find it more challenging to engage in the task, such as being able to hear the other children and then engage in the conversation. This may hinder the children’s learning possibilities. One of the main aims of my intervention is to ensure that all children have the opportunity to develop their skills to use in the next stage of their education and in everyday life. Therefore, it is important to make sure all the children who need that extra support are able to walk away with the same skills as the other children in the class. However due to the nature of this task children with learning difficulties such as dyslexia may excel in this activity as the task is oral based and not much written work is completed. This then makes the activity very inclusive for these children in the class. 
	Looking back to the bridging the gap document, one of the aspects of an effective bridging unit is the communication between the year 6 teacher and the year 7 teachers. I intend to bring some of the year 7 teachers from a variety of schools to meet the children. This will help the children to familiarise themselves with a new teacher in an environment that the children are used to.  Using a different session, either prior to or after the P4C lesson, the teachers will come into the school to reassure the children about any other concerns they may have. This will help the children to feel more relaxed about the new school and prevent them from being overwhelmed when they eventually arrive in September. Another aspect of a successful transition is ensuring there is a continuation of work from year 6 to 7. This would be good for the teachers to come and look where the children are with their learning, giving them some indication of where they can continue the learning. It is important however that this transfer of information is accurate to the learner, if this information isn’t correct this may result in the year 7 teacher setting work that will not benefit the learner. As stated by the national mission their 2nd objective is for leaders to work collaboratively to raise the standards in the schools. Communicating with the year 7 teachers about the unit of work will help achieve this objective. 
	Looking at Donaldson’s new report ‘successful futures’ he explains the 4 purposes of the new curriculum being that we need to develop the children as ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. I believe this activity will allow the children to set their own standards high. It will allow the children to develop the skill of communicating effectively in different settings and forms. Finally, it will also develop the children’s skills of explaining an idea and concept they may be learning about. This activity will also help develop the children to be healthy, confident individuals. This activity will allow the children to build on their own mental and emotional wellbeing by developing confidence, resilience and empathy.
Thank you very much for listening! I will now take any questions about the activity that you may have! 
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