HPEN4005: READING & WRITING DRAMA 

session 6: The role of crisis, conflict and resolution in a story.

From previous session
· How does Miller create conflict / crisis / resolution in The Crucible?
· Consider the conflict and crisis in The Crucible – this can be clearly delineated by reference to Miller’s use of binary oppositions. Which ones and how used?

· Examine the play’s use of categories, categorisation (right, proper, the need for justice and a law that is law) and the place of excess (hysteria?) 
RELATE TO BINARY OPPOSITIONS – how used in the construction of drama 
Raymond Williams:  “polarity can provide coherence in the face of threatened social disorganisation.” 

· nature/culture dichotomy provides a basis for social/power relations 

· women are more emotional, superstitious, 

· Idea of otherness has been particularly relevant to women 
· women were associated with characteristics of nature such as nurturance or healing powers 
· links between nature/culture and woman/man are widespread
· “our entire philosophical system presents natural and social phenomena in terms of oppositional characteristics” ie town/country, matter/spirit 
· desire for dominance over nature
· Witches – witchcraft? How relates to Miller and Churchill??

DEFINITIONS OF ‘THE UNCANNY’

un·can·ny   

adj. un·can·ni·er, un·can·ni·est 

· Peculiarly unsettling, as if of supernatural origin or nature; eerie. See Synonyms at weird. 
· So keen and perceptive as to seem preternatural. 

[un-1 + canny, fortunate, safe (obsolete).]

un·canni·ly adv.  un·canni·ness n.                    
The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, 
4th Edn  © 2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company.

1. uncanny \Un*can"ny\,
a. Not canny; unsafe; strange; weird; ghostly. -Sir W. Scott. - Un*can\"ni*ness, n. -G. Eliot.

Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary, © 1996, 1998 MICRA, Inc. 

2. uncanny

adj 1: suggesting the operation of supernatural influences; "an eldritch screech"; "the three weird sisters"; "stumps...had uncanny shapes as of monstrous creatures"- John Galsworthy; "an unearthly light"; "he could hear the unearthly scream of some curlew piercing the din"- Henry Kingsley [syn: eldritch, weird, unearthly] 
2: beyond what is natural; "his uncanny sense of direction"; (`unco' is chiefly Scottish) [syn: unco]                        
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