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	Targets 
	How I achieved it 

	Target 1
	To ensure that assignment is well-structured. Proof read work to eradicate minor weaknesses such as paragraphing and to have a clear, brief overview of title aims, using a more concise introduction at the beginning of your assignment.
	In this assignment I made sure to use paragraphs when starting a new point to structure my work better. I also ensured to use a more concise introduction introducing the new curriculum 

	Target 2
	2. To give an advanced application of a range of strategies that could be used to overcome challenges, thinking of your own creative ideas and strategies that you could put in place within the school.
	In this assignment I gave ideas to what I would do in my future career in the conclusion based on the evidence I found online and in books 



Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

(Pedagogy - Hwb (gov.wales)

Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Introduction 
In 2020 a detrimental change began for the Welsh education system with the first guidance being released on the new curriculum, which would then be implemented into all schools in September 2022. Changing the way education is delivered and the effects on children (Welsh Government, 2023). But how did this change begin? “PISA is the OECD's Programme for International Student Assessment” (OECD, 2024). Meaning that 15-year-olds get assessed throughout the world in science, reading and mathematics. As a result countries are ranked based on their scores to see the effects of their education system (OECD, 2024). Out of all the United Kingdom countries Wales performed the worst with all scores decreasing compared to previous years, and Wales were now scoring below average in maths and reading (Welsh Government, 2010). 

After the devastating PISA results in 2009 Professor Graham Donaldson was tasked to review the old curriculum and develop a new curriculum that would benefit each individual child in Wales (Donaldson, 2015). Firstly, a curriculum is defined as “the learning experiences and assessment activities planned in pursuit of agreed purposes of education” (Donaldson, 2015, p, 113). When developing the curriculum Donaldson published a review that put’s the well-being, long term success and each individual child at the heart of the new curriculum (Donaldson, 2015). Although Wales have launched a new curriculum it must be known that the purpose is to support each child ensuring they develop and learn in school. Therefore, each school is allowed to create their own curriculum if it meets the guidance set by the government. The new curriculum is underpinned by 3 main components these are the four purposes, the twelve pedagogical principles and the 6 areas of learning. In Donaldsons review he recommended that the new curriculum should have a clear purpose and expectations (Donaldson, 2015). As a result, the four purposes are the starting point for all learning and should be reviewed daily by schools to support children (Welsh Government, 2022). Unlike the old curriculum Donaldson reviewed the subjects and suggested to make the new curriculum less complicated by having only 6 ALOE’s (Donaldson, 2015). Therefore, there are now only 6 Areas of learning such as humanities and expressive arts. Additionally, to this instead of stages the AOLE’s are broken down into what matter statements and progression steps to provide guidance on what learning should be taking place, but also to allow the child to develop at their own rate instead of being grouped by age (Welsh Government, 2020). There are also twelve pedagogical principles that support the learners, teachers, and environment to meet the 4 purposes (Welsh Government, 2023). 

Similarly, to the new curriculum the foundation learning is also underpinned by pedagogical principles. However, some are different to meet the needs of the learners aged 3 to 7 (Welsh Government, 2016). Within foundation learning the children learn through play. Play based learning is important at this age to develop holistically, enhance learning and engagement (Welsh Government, 2023). Additionally, outdoor learning is prioritised whenever possible as it leads to better self-esteem and engagement. 


Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

Within education in Wales Donaldson created the twelve pedagogical principles to 
underpin the curriculum by blending practice and theory to support the teachers, but to provide a more successful and effective education system for children in Wales. (Donaldson, 2015). In this paragraph I will be focusing on the pedagogical principle that promotes “Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching “(Donaldson, 2015, p.65) which I will refer to as PP1. Donaldson explains that due to the curriculum changing, many teaches also associate this with a focus on a specific teaching method. However, PP1 is about using different approaches to teaching to support the individual children (Donaldson, 2015). While in placement I have been able to observe a Varity of teaching styles and methods such as whole class teaching, one on one teaching and small group teaching. However, for most of the day the children are seen engaging in activities known as enhanced and continuous provision. This is an approach that allows the children to play by accessing the different resources that the teachers have either set up or have put in the classroom for children to freely use (Estyn, 2017). Enhanced and continuous provision is a common way for children to use the area in education today. One reason for this is because of Frobel. Frobel is a theorist who focused on giving children the opportunity to learn through play allowing them to use “their natural desire to explore, experiment and make connections to aspects of their lives” (Bradbury and Swailes, 2022, p.44). Unlike Frobel, shah (2019, p.22) explains that child centred learning is an idea that is being implemented into many countries but at what cost? Scofield (1981, quoted in shah, 2019, p.24) states that child centred learning can lead to “neglect of content”. As a result, although enhanced and continuous provision supports the child by giving them freedom it could result in critical learning time being missed. 

Differently, to enhanced and continuous provision which schools are starting to implement into their classrooms whole class teaching is a strategy that has always been used in schools. This is used every day in schools where children are sat on the carpet and being talked too as a group not as individuals. In my placement, whole class teaching is used at least once a day with the children sitting on the carpet as a way for the children to have discussions or repeat their phonics. Although this technique does allow the children to be taught altogether the children are often seen off task or not listening. Using whole class learning can be an effective tool to use due to the social benefits of learning from the teacher and students (slater and Chambers 2022, p.2). Cognitivism is a new theory that promotes discussions and whole class learning by allowing the child to use their prior knowledge to make connections to the new knowledge that is being discussed (Main, 2022). Although, this theory can support students by building on their knowledge it must prioritise questions, justification and use visualisations (Main, 2022). While in placement I observed this when the class started their new topic. It was a whole class discussion about dinosaurs. The teacher first introduced the topic then asked the children to think of what they already knew. To allow them to develop their knowledge they discussed what they would like to find out by the end of the term.  As a result, whole class learning can provide multiple benefits for the children and teacher. On the other hand, O’Conner et al (2017 cited in slater and chambers 2022, p. 3) explains that whole class learning can be harder to manage behaviour and guarantee engagement but  also has effects on children that need specific support.

As a teacher your role is to support the child and provide them with the best education they can get. A blended approach has many benefits and can provide flexibility for teachers while also increasing interest and endearment in learning for children (Ani-Russ and Catlona, 2022, p.281). As I have mentioned I have seen PP1 being used every day within my placement with whole class, group and individual teaching taking place throughout the day. Although in my placement there is more emphasis on enhanced and continuous provision. Ani-Russ and Catalano conference on blended learning explains the importance of blended approaches in a classroom but the importance of motivation (2022, p.281-282). This is seen in my placement although children are explained what needs to be done there is a lack of motivation as they choose to use the I pad and not access all the resources provided.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

In education for children to develop their knowledge and understanding they must access their prior knowledge. Therefore Donaldson (2015) recommended a pedagogical principle that emphasises the importance of accessing prior knowledge and experiences but also understanding that it won’t be the same for all children in the classroom. Contextual learning is an approach which supports children develop new knowledge, by allowing the child to experience it, or relating it to real life situations (Hudson and Whisler, unknown date, p. 54). This approach is closely linked to the idea of Ericksons and Berns connectionism theory. They emphasise the importance of allowing children to have hands on practical experiences to develop their understanding (Hudson and Whisler, unknown date, p. 54). However, they do not take into consideration that although children need practical experiences for them to develop knowledge, they must use their previous knowledge. Piaget is a constructivist theorist who proposed that knowledge is built on testing prior knowledge in the real world (Cremin and Burnett, 2018, p. 69).  I have witnessed this in my placement when children are taken on school trips at the end of a topic. This approach is used to support what children have learnt and allow them to put it into a real-life concept and as a result can support their understanding or allow them to remember the experience. Similarly, to Piaget, Vygotsky also is a theorist, but instead of focusing on constructivism he focuses on social constructivism. As a result, although he agrees that for children to develop their knowledge, they must use their past knowledge to make sense of real-life situations, he does highlight the importance of social interaction (Cremin and Burnett, 2018, p. 55- 56). Therefore, when a child is being brought to a castle after learning about them for the past week, they rely on their previous knowledge to support them to understand the new context, with support from a more knowledgeable other, Vygotsky called this the zone of proximal development (Cremin and Burnett, 2018, p. 72). On the other hand, there are some risks with contextual learning such as taking a large group of children can be a safety issue and can be very expensive. As a result, instead of taking the children to the experience you could use google earth or virtual reality to allow all the children to make connections between knowledge and real-life situations. 

Throughout education children are always being assessed, whether it is GCSE’s, national tests or your teacher wants to know how much knowledge you already have. In placement I have been able to see the negative effects assessments have on children such as crying due to not knowing the correct answer or feeling worried due to the pressure. As a result, this is having a detrimental effect on young children by ignoring the individual and effecting the curriculum, because what is not tested is not taught (Cox, 2024). On the other hand, assessments can be seen as a vital step in a child’s life and education. Therefore, the new Welsh curriculum prioritises to “support every learner to make progress” (Welsh Government, 2024). Unlike the old assessments the new assessment for learning guidance supports the learner to progress at their own rate by ensuring the learning, teaching, and assessment work cohesively (Cox, 2024). This is achieved by using a range of strategies to assess children’s progress such as live marking, peer, and self-assessments to be able to adjust and decide next steps in learning and teaching (Welsh Government, 2024).  In my placement, live marking is constantly used when the children are in a focus task with either the teacher or teaching assistant to ensure children have effective feedback. John Hattie’s research reiterates the importance of live feedback in schools and that it provides effective advice, criticism, and praise (visible learning, unknown date). However, for live marking to be successful the children must receive feedback while doing the task to ensure the child has understood the learning and where to improve. Although assessments can be seen as a negative and a detrimental way to check children’s progress it does provide teachers with an understanding of their progress and what needs to be repeated. Repetition is used in schools everyday as it supports children to make stronger connections between prior knowledge and new learning (Woodford, 2018). I have been able to see this in my placement when the children repeat their phonics every morning. After repeating the sounds, they get tested on what the sounds are without the teachers support. This reiterates the importance of assessments in schools to allow the teachers to provide support on learning that needs to be taught again to support the child. 

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

Within the new curriculum there are 6 areas of learning that teachers must follow and use.  However, Donaldson explains that these should not be seen as subjects in an organised timetable that the teacher must teach, but to connect learning together to develop children’s knowledge (Donaldson, 2015). Cross curricular learning is defined as “skills, knowledge, attitudes of a number of disciplines are applied to a single experience” (Barnes, 2015, p.11). While at placement I have been able to see cross curricular learning throughout such as when the children walked down to the local Estuary and collected sticks to make pictures using different shapes. As a result, this lesson provided children the opportunity to develop their maths, expressive art and health and wellbeing skills and knowledge. This task is also done once every fortnight and allows the children to learn about the different seasons and environment which is science and technology. It’s important for children to develop skills through cross curricular learning, as it supports a deeper understanding, promotes better engagement and motivation but also can make planning and teaching more enjoyable for the teachers (plan bee, 2024). Holism is a theory that supports cross curricular learning within the new Welsh curriculum. This theory is used to understand and support a person instead of looking at individual parts, it emphasises the importance of looking at the whole person to gain a better understanding on their behaviour (McLeod, 2023). However, this theory can also support cross curricular learning as it looks at all the areas of learning instead of focusing on certain subjects. 

For over 40 years teachers have been asked to follow a curriculum that promotes a one subject at a time timetable. However, this new way of teaching cross curricula does provide new challenges for the teachers, schools, and children. Creativity and cross- curriculum learning goes hand in hand when comparing multiple areas of learning to a theme, as it allows children to be curious individuals (Barnes, 2015, p. 311). However, to provide children with the ability to be curious learners Ofsted (2010, cited in Barnes, 2015, p. 311) highlights the importance of teachers having good knowledge and excellent planning. As a result, without these it can lead to poor execution and can affect the child’s engagement and wellbeing (Barnes, 2015, p.313).  For many teachers these days, their week already consists of planning lessons at home and on the weekends to ensure they are prepared for the upcoming weeks. Therefore, this new cross curricular way of teaching has raised many concerns of the additional planning due to the lack of time. (Linked in, 2024). Although this is a concern for many it can be resolved by promoting collaboration in schools. In my placement, the teachers in similar year groups are constantly sharing ideas and lesson plans to support each other and reduce the amount of time spent on planning. Specifically, within reception there are two classes, as a result the two teachers take it in turns each week to plan the continuous and enhanced provision while the other plans the focus tasks. 

Conclusion
Throughout this module and assignment, I have been able to develop my understanding on the new curriculum in Wales. But more importantly, the importance of the twelve pedagogical principles and how they underpin the learning and teaching that takes place in the classroom (Donaldson, 2015,). Within this assignment I had to focus on three specific pedagogical principles. The first principle allowed me to understand the importance of different teaching methods due to the individual children in the classroom. While on my Ba1 placement during the summer term, I will ensure I use a range of teaching methods including whole class, enhanced and continuous provision. I will also ensure to move my activities and resources outside for children to access as it provides children with the opportunity to explore the area which is reiterated by Froebel ((Bradbury and Swailes, 2022, p.44). Additionally, to this, principle two promotes accessing and building on prior knowledge using different skills such as assessments and success criteria. This principle allowed me to understand the importance of repetition within the classroom, to allow children to access their prior knowledge and develop new knowledge of a specific content. As a result, when I am working in a school, I will implement repetition into my everyday planning. Such as in the morning going over their phonics and after lunch providing the children with a starter question on numeracy. Both examples provide children a way of deepening their understanding an supporting their learning. Lastly, cross curricular learning is the third principle. This principle provides a new way of teaching that supports children to develop creatively and become curious learners. While in placement, I will ensure to plan cross curricular looking at the whole lessons instead of focusing on specific subjects to immerse the children into the learning process.  Overall, there are twelve pedagogical principles within the new curriculum. Throughout my teaching career I will ensure to look back at these constantly to provide the children in my class the best education possible. 
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