Gobbet - Tennis Court Oath (1791)
The Tennis Court Oath was created by Jacques-Louis David on 20th June 1789. He did this illustration to represent the chaos and uproar about the rules created with the estates. In the Tennis Court Oath, the people in the illustration are all from the Third Estate as they were convening National Assembly that was being held on the 20th of June 1789 in France. This illustration was penned at the outbreak of the French Revolution starting in the late 18th century.
In the picture, there are windows at the top of both the left and right side of the building. When looking at the depiction, on the left side there are curtains that seem to be blowing around. This could indicate the power of which people in the Third Estate have now gained and how the wind has changed. “For those who believed in omens, the thunderstorm was the physical harbinger (forewarning) of the end of the old regime.”[footnoteRef:1] In the context of this image the third estate is referred to this way from the ‘Estates-General’ with the first and second estates being the clergy and the nobility respectively. In the depiction, there also seems to be people who are representing certain aspects, for example, the man at the front of the picture who is wearing white, he is supposedly representing the church. “The Protestant Jean-Paul Rabaut Saint-Etienne (1743-1793, center), the Carthusian monk Dom Christophe-Antoine Gerle (1743-1801, left), and the patriot Abbé Henri-Baptiste Grégoire (1750-1831, center).”[footnoteRef:2] In this depiction, the artist has made everyone look towards the middle person of the picture as he may seem to have more power. ‘At the compositional heart of this image is the figure of Jean-Sylvain Bailly, who had been appointed early in May to control the debates of the Third Estate.’[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  History Ed, ‘Intentions and contradictions of David’s representation of the Tennis Court Oath’, http://historyed.com.au/pluginfile.php/498/mod_page/content/27/Activity_DavidsTennisCrtOath.pdf [Accessed 26/10/19]]  [2:  https://pages.uoregon.edu/dluebke/301ModernEurope/TennisCourtOath.html ]  [3:  Intentions and contradictions of David’s representation of the Tennis Court Oath] 

The significance of this source material is twofold. Firstly the image is depicting the people of the Third Estate, that being the people of France, the members of the third estate had come to call themselves the National Assembly.[footnoteRef:4] The meeting of the National Assembly was where 576 of the 577 members of the Third Estate gave the oath which became known as the Tennis Court Oath. The oath itself said “not to separate, and to reassemble wherever circumstances require, until the constitution of the kingdom is established”.[footnoteRef:5] Secondly there is the time frame in which the Tennis Court Oath was taken, that being at the very start to the French Revolution. The French Revolution could be said to have started at the failed meeting of the Estates-General in the May of 1789, this meeting of the Estates-General was called to address the crisis of Frances fiscal and agricultural situation. However the meeting got bogged down with the issues of the representation of people at the meeting, this then lead to the formation of the National Assembly, certainly in part, and therefore the taking of the Tennis Court Oath.[footnoteRef:6] [4:  W. Doyle. The Oxford History of the French Revolution. (Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 105.]  [5:  M. P. Thompson. ‘The Fifth Musketeer: The Marquis de la Fayette’, Proceedings of the Bunker Hill Monument Association at the annual meeting, p. 50.]  [6:  W. Doyle, History of the French Revolution.] 
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