The Home through BIOGRAPHICAL OBJECTS AND SOCIAL HIERARCHY
In this research project I will be examining the home as a biographical object and a communicator of social hierarchy cross culturally. Inspired by Colloredo-Mansfeld and Abbots’ work in Ecuador and Bourdieu’s notions of taste and its relationship to class I aim to show that the dwelling place is an anchor for identity and a powerful signifier of both cultural and economic capital. Both theories have their benefits and limitations as lenses through which to consider the home and throughout this piece of writing I will be drawing attention to these.
In his 1994 paper, Architectural Conspicuous Consumption and Economic Change in the Andes, Rudolf Colloredo-Mansfeld writes on Ecuadorian ethnic group known as the Otavalenos and the patterns of conspicuous consumption that have emerged with changing social dynamics within the community of Ariasucu. 
‘residents use their homes as “a public medium through which individuals broadcast claims about themselves [comment] about the presentation of others” (Holston 1991 in Colloredo-Mansfeld 1994 pp.849)
· E-J. Abbots investment in the family – links to biographical objects and social hierarchy – home as evidence of good husband/sons
· UK tenants vs landlords, political leanings + 
· UK home owning and class
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Eco Homes + Conspicuous consumption
· Hoarding
· Built forms – traditional/conventional – size and shape - message
· Lectures, E-J Abbots – Houses too big to live in, many rooms unused
· Benefits of using a biographical + hierarchies approach 
· Drawbacks
· Reasons I chose these theories as opposed to: 
· Conclusion 
· People’s homes are innately biographical and laden with personal meaning and memories. Think a house vs a home. House is a building. Home is a ‘people place’. House also intrinsically economical (property = property!) and largest normal display of wealth for most people (physical size and also size of investment)
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