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Title
An examination into the further effects of large-scale immigration on future immigration
Introduction
A study by Massey and Pren analysed the surge of migration to the United States of America from Latin America when the immigration system was modified, removing old quotas of immigrants from that of national origin to a system that allocated residence visas according to a supposedly neutral system based on family reunification and labour force needs (Massey & Pren, 2012, p. 1). Interestingly however the very study by Massey and Pren however notes that quotas of migrants were never imposed on countries in the western hemisphere and migrant’s entry were never prohibited as that as Africans and Asians had been (2012, p. 1). In fact, subsequent amendments further limited migration from this region by limiting the number of residence visas for any single country to just 20,000 per year in 1976 (Massey & Pren, 2012, p. 1). And the statistics that Massey and Pren cite of migration from around Latin America tell a different story to what you would expect from the legislation. Latin American migrants were around roughly 44% of 4.2 million migrants during the 1990s (2012, p. 1) – although that figure also counts migrants from Canada and Newfoundland, excluding them would amount to 3,938,203 Mexican, Central American (excluding the Caribbean) and South American migrants out of 9,775,398 migrants overall (Department of Homeland Security, 2012, p. 8-9). Massey and Pren also cite research that shows rates of unauthorized immigration from 2000 to 2011 (Department of Homeland Security, 2012b, p. 5) from the countries of Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras grew from respectively 4,680,000 to 6,800,000, 430,000 to 660,000 and 290,000 to 520,000 – while during the same time period there was during the year of 2011 legal migration respectively of 142,823, 18,477, 10,795, 6,053 (Department of Homeland Security, 2012a, p. 10-11). Thus, the rates of immigration from Latin America had only risen when they were not necessarily supposed to. 
[bookmark: _Hlk43483725]Aim 
For this research proposal I want to suggest it would be useful to attempt to in larger depth, try and examine the secondary, tertiary, and multiple after-effects of long-term large-scale migration regarding how future migrant’s behaviour changes.
I think this research proposal is a useful idea for several reasons. One of them would be trying to work out the consequences of long-term migration is not just purely in the interests of the host countries – it also means we can take into consideration better that of what we are exactly offering potential migrants when they consider immigrating to a host country. As well as this, if you want to take an approach to migration that considers the dynamics in how migrants as people would respond to incentives that was available to them – or what they perceived was available to them – what occurred to me was that the greater the degree of undocumented or unauthorized migration - illegal immigration as some might describe - that happened in previous migration events might have an effect of increasing the death rate of migrants during a future migrant crisis after the one before and the one after that one.  Douglas Murray describes this as occurring when the Italian government launched the “Mare Nostrum” programme which entailed the Italian navy to patrol the 70,000 square kilometres of water off the island of Lampedusa to pick up migrant ships (2017, p. 68-69). This following from the reasoning is if migrants think it is reasonably likely to get into a country without needing to have formal migration papers – and Murray suggests many do deliberately do that to try and give themselves an advantage (2017, p. 71) – then they would naturally be more likely to attempt illegal migration in the first place. And that extra influx can help overwhelm services meant to rescue refugees and other migrants - and thus raise the death toll. If there were more thorough measures of ensuring illegal migrants would not end up with asylum, then the impression would spread and there would be less illegal migration in the first place - and less deaths as a result.
Objectives
One specific hypothesis we might want to investigate is whether rates of unauthorized immigration that is successful are predictive of future illegal immigration. Or similarly if a large proportion of unauthorized immigration is successful in a region or nation, it can predict further unauthorized immigration to the same region or nation. 
Method
Based on what others have done we try and find records of not just unauthorized immigration, but also were the aggregate outcomes to the immigrants in that data pool. One could look for the proportion of immigrants that were apprehended and deported respectively during certain periods and look at the relationship of large intake of immigrants would mean to a certain region or nation, and the rate of migration to that region and nation further down the time-frame.
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[bookmark: _Hlk43492718]It would be easy to presume a strong relationship between that of policies that thoroughly and largely aim to deter high amounts of illegal immigration. However, the research that is cited in the study by Massey and Pren includes that of work that suggests that when there are well-developed and widely accessible migrant networks (shown by Massey, Jorge Durand and Nolan J. Malone in Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration) that even if policies were to change, as they did around 1965, that migratory flows did not disappear, but simply continued without authorization and documents (2012, p. 5). What types of incentives that cause migrants to undergo certain migration patterns may not be limited to that of the destinations countries own internal policies – but that of wider causes, such as work they intend to get, or what the benefits to moving to another country would be.
In terms of proposals for policy and practice this might mean that governments will need to consider that they might need to take into account the historic patterns of migrations that had been occurring in the years before policy reform – immigration would not necessarily cease just on the implementation of policy. How they deal with immigration also comes down to understanding what general flows of immigration are occurring in the present. Authorities for instance may want to be vigilant to high rates of unauthorized immigrants coming even after policies change so that they can successfully anticipate the migrants and humanely manage the situation.
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