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Exercise 4
In Lawrence Keppie’s book, The Making of the Roman Army from Republic to Empire, it mentions that in 55bc after Caesar’s first attempt to invade Britain failed, he returned to Gaul within a fortnight.[footnoteRef:1] A large fleet was built so that Caesar could once again cross the channel into Britain in July 54bc, Keppie writes “In July 54 he set sail again, with five legions (over half his total army), only three being left behind to hold Gaul.”[footnoteRef:2] With more research into this area and gaining an understanding of the actual size of Caesar’s army that crossed the channel, I believe Keppie has missed a vital part of the army that was transported. With Caesar’s second invasion, Keppie has failed to mention anything on the cavalry that Caesar brought with him in 54bc.[footnoteRef:3] I will briefly mention a few pieces of evidence which have led me to believe Lawrence Keppie has not understood the full size of the army that crossed the river in 54bc. It was understood that Caesar had no choice but to launch a second invasion, as his reputation was in danger after the first attack failed massively.[footnoteRef:4] “This time Caesar brought five legions and cavalry” upon reading this I researched more into Caesar’s second invasion of Britain to find more information to back my belief of Keppie being wrong on his understanding of the army that crossed the channel in 54bc.[footnoteRef:5] Further research I found states that it was two thousand Gallic cavalry which was included in Caesar’s second invasion.[footnoteRef:6] With five legions and two thousand cavalry troops to transport a total of eight hundred ships were used.[footnoteRef:7] With this information, I strongly believe that Lawrence Keppie fails to mention the use and transport of the cavalry in his book during Caesars second invasion of Britain.  [1:  Lawrence Keppie, in The Making of the Roman Army from Republic to Empire (London: Routledge, 1984), p. 86.]  [2:  Ibid.]  [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  Guy De La Bédoyère, ‘Caesar’, in Roman Britain: A New History, rev. edn., (London: Thames and Hudson, 2006), p. 19.]  [5:  Ibid. ]  [6:  Mark Hickman, ‘Second Roman Invasion: 54 BC’, The Pegasus Archive (c 2006). Available: http://www.pegasusarchive.org/ancientbritain/war_secondinvasion.htm [accessed on 6 March 2018].]  [7:  ‘The Landings of Caesar in Britain, 55 and 54 BC’, Anthea Review, 1. 1 (2004). Available: http://athenapub.com/caesar1.htm [accessed 6 March 2018].] 
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