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Critically evaluate the forces and concepts that shape our perception of landscape.

In your discussion you should consider the following:
· What landscape means to the people who interact with it, including what variables, both internal and external to the individual or group affect this interaction.  
· You should also draw from your own perceptions – why, if at all, does landscape matter to you?
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Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
Landscape and Sustainable Recreation 

Landscape perception is how we view the landscape. The perception of landscape is not just one idea, it varies through a range of factors such as culture, how we utilise this landscape and the physical landscape itself. As much as we can influence the landscape, it can also influence us. Biological diversity, or Biodiversity, plays an important role in the landscape and how it is viewed and can be used in different ways to enhance life. Biodiversity is the term used to refer to everything living in earth (National Geographic, 2020). Sometimes a landscape can be hard to read, with many details or rich with culture and influenced by changes over hundreds or thousands of years,
	At one level, it is possible to read the landscape as of it were a text or painting. Even the most humble, innocuous-looking landscape carries with it cultural meaning, sometimes clearly visible but often in a sort if code that is absorbed by local inhabitants at a subconscious level. This is why exotic areas, outside our normal, everyday experience are difficult for us to understand and appreciate, and sometimes even unsettling and threatening. (Atkins, et al, 1998, p.219)    

Tourism is a major element influencing people’s perception of landscape, and therefore, tourism has also influenced the physical landscape of many countries and areas. In Norway, tourism is playing a big part in the visual landscape, land that has previously been used for agriculture and may have been bare of trees has become part of reforestation since the 1950s, however, it is debated where some areas of reforestation, such as alone roads or along the coast are having a negative effect on sense of sight tourism as trees are now blocking views of the coast. These changes to the physical landscape are having a noticeable effect on the biological diversity of flora and fauna to these areas (Daniels, et al, 2011).      
Ecotourism is a concept that combines tourism and recreation with sustainable development and preserves the environment. Ecotourism is not only about preserving the physical landscape but also cultures. The principals of ecotourism are to minimize physical, social, behavioural and psychological impacts. A good ecotourism provider will also encourage environmental awareness and provide cultural education, ecotourism should be beneficial to the local people and the community (Fennell, 2015, pp.1-15). Ecotourism has the ability to be used as an environmental conservation tool by changing the perspectives, attitudes and behaviour of the tourists. 

Placemaking can create a connection between an individual or group to a place. A connection to place can benefit the people by creating a sense of community and belonging, however, it also benefits the place by encouraging the people to respect and value it. In Australia, prior to the settlement of the Europeans in the late 1700s, the land was inhabited by the indigenous people, the Aborigines. The Aboriginal people had the knowledge of living in areas of northern Australia for over 40,000 years and learning how to look after and use the landscape. When this land was lost by the Aboriginal people and inhabited by the non-indigenous Europeans, the landscape started to deteriorate, places such as the Murray river which was rich with resources for the Aborigines became polluted, one pollutant to the river that has been responsible for the deterioration of marine life is cold water pollution.
The release of water from deep below the surface of large dams causes significant disturbance to water temperature regimes in downstream river channels with consequent impacts upon aquatic biota and river health. The Murray–Darling Basin (MDB) has a large number of dams, which are known to cause cold water pollution (CWP) in the downstream reaches of the impounded rivers.  (Lugg and Copeland, 2014) 
When the European settlers took over this land it was unfamiliar and different to the climate they had been used to, instead of adjecting to the new landscape and culture, the European settlers adjusted the landscape to their culture, an example of this is how the Murray river flows today, instead of flowing naturally and unpredictably as it did to now being controlled by dams. Despite these changes to the landscape, areas such as along the banks of the Murray river are still rich with archaeological stories and remains from the strong Aboriginal inhabitants. It is suggested that through seeing this landscape, the remains of how the Aborigines utilized the land by making canoes and tools from the natural resources and hearing the stories of how it has changed through the cultural change from the indigenous to invaders, will transform the landscape from people-less to an area of history that should be protected. Through means of outdoor education or ecotourism, placemaking can be created by showing and educating people of the history that lies behind landscapes, such as the Murray river (Stewart, 2008).  
  
Yi-Fu Tuan and Ralph Edwards have been two geographers who have played an important role in defining the meaning of place and how it connects humans and nature. Yi-Fu Tuan was the first to develop and use the word ‘Topophilia’ in his books in the 1970s, Tuan explains how the word topophilia has come from the word topos which means place in Greek, and the word philia which is Greek for love of (1974, p.93). Ralph Edwards has been a significant figure in defining the meaning of place, and how it connects humans to nature, he describes the human instincts to protect a place that we feel a connection with, or the nostalgic feeling after leaving a certain place as the deeper significance that humans are connected to nature (Cresswell, 2008, pp. 15-23). This idea of placemaking has been shaped and adapted to fit our current modern world, now a worldwide movement, placemaking is used to enhance a wide variety of diverse communities by combining a philosophy and a process. Although individuals may have different needs therefore will react differently to placemaking, there are many benefits to introducing placemaking into a community such as health and well-being. This movement is now being considered in architecture and design allowing for more green spaces and bike paths, the 11 elements in (appendix. 1) are considered the necessary principles in placemaking in a community (Pascucci, 2015).       
Topophilia is the connection that humans can feel to nature, this term refers more to landscapes, cultures and certain areas. The concept of topophilia is becoming lost in todays society as the gap between humans and nature grows, this is due to the growth in the population of people now living in urban environments, habitat loss and the decline in the nature-based workforce such as forestry and agriculture. Aldo Leopold is a respected figure in the topic of topophilia, he suggests that the disconnect from nature is due to humans believing that the natural environment is a resource belonging to us, according to Leopold in order to becoming connected with nature, we must think of it as a place we belong (Leopold, 1949). The topophilia theory represents all the positive feelings that human’s have in an environment, in this sense, topophilia is related to biophilia, the connection to all living things on earth (Beery, Jönsson and Elmberg, 2015). In contrast, topophobia can be considered the opposite of topophilia, this is the fear of certain places and landscapes, it can be associated with all the negative feelings towards an environment. To get a better understanding of topophobia and how it can alter our perception of landscape we can look at Christchurch, New Zealand as a case study. Due to the geological positioning of New Zealand in relation to the Greendale and Port hill faults, the South Island is susceptible to earthquakes. It was the movement along these faults that caused the Canterbury earthquake in September 2010 (GNS, no date). Since Christchurch has began to see more frequent and stronger earthquakes, it has affected some people’s perception of the cultural and physical landscape. A landscape which was innocent and rich with culture and a peaceful natural physical landscape with coastal areas, rivers and countryside, has now become an unpredictable intimidating place (Bowring, 2013). 

the term ‘landscape’ suggests a scene from nature that has been appropriated and framed by the agency of human perspective. As chapter 3 explained, the etymology of the word itself tells us that there have long been associations between landscape and commodification. The influence of the European landscape medium in the last two centuries has been such that it is difficult to separate the appreciation of actual countryside regions from their artistic representations. The everyday language used in appreciating natural environments reminds us of this link: we talk of ‘picturesque’ areas, of ‘scenery’ and of places being ‘picture-postcard-perfect’. (Aitchison et al., 2000, p.72)  
landscape has always been a popular subject in art, not just painting but also poetry, literature and other forms. This appreciation for the landscape portrayed by art is shared with tourism, tourists are influenced by this appreciation by pictures painted for them, not always literally, and then are influenced to go and discover these physical landscapes for themselves. During the Romantic period in the 18th century, the influence of art had a big impact on tourism with people finding a new appreciation for the natural environment (Aitchison et al., 2000, pp. 72-73). Looking at the Scottish Highlands as an example of how artistic representation can influence an area, art has the ability to transform the perception of an area. What was once seen as a hostile and barbaric environment well into the 1700s, the Highlands have been transformed into a picturesque geological landscape. This transformation of the Highlands has also led to a changed perception of the Scottish culture that was once seen as hostile territory with uncivilized tribes that advanced raids on the south (Aitchison et al., 2000, pp79-81).

As perception of nature changes from culture and religion, there are some differences that we can see, authenticity is a quality of nature that we may be subconsciously aware of, however, this quality varies, for example, from China and the Western society. Some of the Western world is opposed to genetically modified foods in comparison to China, this is not because of the quality of the food or for health concerns but because the Western culture perceives modifications to natural food as fraud. When China put in a bid for the Olympic games in Beijing, it was discovered that the Chinese authorities had used a chemical green spray to enhance the look of the dried, brown grass around the surrounding area. This story was published in a Western newspaper, in response, China published an article claiming that the chemicals used were environmentally safe and met the required environmental standards. This response had failed to address the concerns, the Western world felt that it was morally wrong to try and alter nature in this way and felt it was unauthentic (Miller, 2013).


The Gower Peninsula in Swansea is a location along the coast rich with both natural and cultural landscapes. This was the first area in the United Kingdom to be made an Area of Natural Outstanding Beauty (ANOB) in 1956 (Landscapes for life, 2020). In 2003 art of the Late Upper Palaeolithic (LUP) was discovered in Creswell Crags, England, the discovery of these engravings sparked the search for similar art forms throughout Briton, one area that was examined was the Gower Peninsula, this led to the discovery of many signs of inhabitancy from different times. In 2007 Cathole Cave was examined and the first discovery was remains of possible brown bear claw marks, followed by engraved patterns, however, due to erosion it could not be determined if these were natural or manmade. After this first discovery, Gower was examined further with multiple excavations, after finding more engravings it was confirmed there had been Late Upper Palaeolithic inhabitancy, but it wasn’t determined to what level. After the discovery of a number of flits, it was presumed that there was evidence of the later stone age, Mesolithic, presence. The cave also had some evidence of tools from the Bronze age, this consisted of a bronze celt. The evidence found in the Cathole Cave shows an unusual occupancy that spans for over 30,000 years (Calsteren, et al., 2012).      


Through this task, I have questioned my own perception of landscape, and why I have this perception, which I have never done before. I realised that I have a very strong connection to the natural environment and landscape, especially the mountains. When in a new city with a different culture than I’m used to I also feel a very strong sense of relaxation and excitement, however this isn’t the same for the busy cities I am used to; with the same culture, I tend to focus more on the chaotic atmosphere. I have a very strong sense of place and connection to a few natural areas that I have visited, usually snowy environments, however this isn’t as strong as the connection I have with my hometown, this is due to the balance of culture, community, a variety of accessible natural landscapes and family. I think all of these factors have shaped my perception of the landscape. Although I think my perception of the landscape was shaped by these factors and the area I grew up in, I also noticed a massive change in perception of nature and the landscape when I moved from a job indoors to conservation and working this environment. Our perception of landscape can also be shaped by other factors, such  as the sports we like as the outdoor may be used to facilitate these activities, for example, a keen skier may have a better connection to the natural landscape compared to a footballer.        

 Word count: 2280
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