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Analytical Commentary & Context
This image board shows an understanding of Mycenaean funerary beliefs and ritual through a litany of items and objects, uses of these for ritual, and archaeological evidence. Tomb plans have been provided, representing the two most popular forms of tombs in Mycenaean Greece, the Chamber and Tholos tomb: the differences between them and their uses, as well as evidence for the composition of a burial, placement of a body within a tomb and the composition of personal artefacts. This board also shows evidence of different styles of burial receptacles, such as differing art on larnakes, and the uses of both the art and the object itself, such as for use as a stage for performing ritual. Evidence for the processions of a funeral and the related individual events is also shown, as is evidence for different types of personal artefacts, such as small finds, major pottery and figurines, with their individual uses. The board also shows evidence of grave markers, such as stelae, the uses for this type of monument, and the symbolism for different decoration and allegorical meaning for varying symbols, such as the chariot.
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Terracotta Chariot Model from Tomb
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Gallou, C & Georgiadis, M. (2010). The Mycenaean cult of the dead and
athletic contests in honour of the ancestors.

Gallou and Georgiadis suggest that the consistent unearthing of
anthropomorphic and zoomorphic terracotta figures across Mycenae
suggest child burials, due to their use as toys. However, it is stated that
recent evidence suggest figurines of chariots in particular, (the reference

given for this 'evidence' is a work by Leuven, J, 1994) are instead a
avmhanlie alleanrv of the intirnev ta the nindarwaorld
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Original drawn image found in "The Mycenean Cult of the Dead" by
Gallou, C and Georgiadis, M. Photo image courtesy of the National
Archaeological Museum of Athens.

The earliest depictions of Mycenean athletic contests in honour of the
dead exist within sculpted stelai above shaft graves. Stelai are large stone
tablets used to commemorate significant events, such as military victories,
or the death of an important figure. They are usually decorated with
inscriptions and/or images. This one in particular was first interpreted as
war or hunting scenes, but later understood to be representative of athletic
contests as part of funerary ritual.
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Paintings on Larnax no.21, Gephyra
tomb 22.
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Dakouri-Hild, A (2021) The Most Discouraged Mycenaeans: Performing
Emotion and Death in Late Bronze Age Tanagra, Greece. Journal of Field
Archaeology.

Image of red and black paintings on the lid of a larnax, likely used as a
"stage" on which funeral rituals may have been performed (Dakouri-Hild,
2021), or as a container for human remains. It depicts patterns, figures,
and a horse, as well as potential illustrations of funeral processions, all of
which common within decoration of funeral items/coffins/larnaxes.
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Body in Grave H of Grave Circle B, of
the Mortuary Scene at Mycenae
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Boyd, J (2015) Explaining the Mortuary Sequence at Mycenae. The
Swedish Institute at Athens.

This image shows body placement within a grave, and also provides more
evidence for the fact that individuals were buried with personal
possessions. Boyd states that items were placed on the body or
immediately beside them, and that this is likely to have been arranged
before interment and the procession to the grave.

... less

|I .A
)

Add to favourites @

What do you think?

Add a comment to start the conversation Q (>





image8.png
QO & e HPAH5081 lacov v @

Larnax from Tomb 22, Tanagra.
Decorated with Mourners and...
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Gallou, C & Georgiadis, M. (2010). The Mycenaean cult of the dead and
athletic contests in honour of the ancestors

Similar to the example by Dakouri-Hild, 2021, larnakes may have provided
a "stage" on which funerary rituals could take place, or as a container for
human remains.
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Chamber and Tholos tombs at
Mycenae, shown to scale.
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Boyd, J (2015) Becoming Mycenaean? The Living, the Dead, and the
Ancestors in theTransformation of Society in Second Millennium BC
Southern Greece. Cambridge University Press.

Chamber and Tholos were the two main types of tombs in Mycenean
Greece. Chamber tombs were rectangular and connected to other
"chambers", used for family burials. Tholos tombs featured a larger circular
stone structure and were used for royal, or more elite burials.
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Process of a Mycenaean Funeral
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Used in both "Explaining the Mortuart Sequence at Mycenae" and "Fields
of Action in Mycenean Funerary Practices" [Linked]. Boyd, M.

These processes show evidenced actions of a Mycenean funeral
procession, both when burying in a preexisting/already in use tomb, such
as a family site, and the establisment of a new, individual grave. This also
shows the various processions and rituals which would have taken place,
but has no indication of what specifically would have happened at each
event.
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Personal Artefacts found in Grave H
of Grave Circle B, of the Mortuary...
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Boyd, J (2015) Explaining the Mortuary Sequence at Mycenae. The
Swedish Institute at Athens.

Personal artefacts buried with the body in Grave H of Boyd's report. Small
finds can generally be categorised into these sections: small

drinking shapes, small pouring shapes, larger shapes for stor-

age, portage and distribution, and goblets. These items hint at a drinking
or toasting ritual.
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