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Potential value of adventurous activities 
	
	When I first learned at Hobart college that there is a different way to productively learn using outdoor adventure I was not entirely sold on the idea, as a class we read about Dewey, Kolb and Mortlock and their philosophy on the productivity that comes with outdoor adventure learning however without having my own personal experience it was hard for me to truly understand the magnitude of what was possible from adventure learning. 
	Throughout my time in Wales I had more than my fair share of education opportunities, many came from the activities that myself and my group took place in however there were many more unexpected learning opportunities just from the place itself, Dewey’s philosophy outlined how there is always opportunity for learning and experience but not to be fooled not every experience offers productive learning. This realization and understanding did not take hold for me until sometime into the trip. I can happily say I was very fortunate as was my group to have the instructors and guides we had because they seamlessly made every adventure full of learning potential but allowed us as students to make the most of that opportunity. Dewey's philosophy truly took hold however when we finally were in a position where the potential for adventure learning was great but the reality of the experience did not reflect that potential. After nearly two weeks of outdoor adventure learning and experience I had the feeling no matter what we did as a group in an adventure setting there would be positive learning, and the reality of the situation I will portray ois that there was valuable learning but not in the same manner as we had previously had, unfortunately for one of our adventures we had a guide who was different from our normal guids and did not have the same experience with young adults such as ourselves, he mismanages the way he treated us and explained things which made the learning experience hard to get behind. This brought Dewey's philosophy to light for me because although it was an amazing experience our guide denied us a true learning and self reflective experience because of his own lack of experience. This experience truly opened my eyes to the reality of what it takes to have good outdoor adventure learning. Fortunately as a group we learned from this experience that even though the adventure is great it takes a good instructor and guide to bring the true experience to a reality. 
	Over the course of the adventurous trip my love and understanding for adventure grew almost daily, I began to see myself change and grow as an individual as well as a member of my group. To understand Kolb's philosophy and theory on adventure experiential learning I had to have a few experiences before I could begin his four step process to better understand how to learn in an experiential manner. The experience that stood out to me most as using Kolb's philosophy was my entire experience from day one to the last day of rock climbing, I have never truly rock climbed before and for the longest time I have had a fear of heights this fear came through many times while climbing, having these intense experiences was much different than just reading about other peoples experiences. If I were to use Kolb's philosophy after performing the task many times of rock climbing I would reflect on those experiences and observe myself in those moments and what they meant to me. I can honestly say I learned to trust my body and my own ability more than I ever have in the past because I was able to just put myself in the hard situation and get out of it, learning as I went and overcoming fear and worry along the way; that is what experiential learning means to me, being in the moment and recognizing discomfort and pushing through to success and being able to look back and reflect and grow and prepare for the next attempt. Using the knowledge from the previous attempt to become better than before, the last rock climbing challenge at first seemed so much worse than any before the added element of waves crashing a taller longer climb in wet suits this adventure by the looks of it was really going to put me out of my comfort zone it wasn't until I began the climb I realized all my reflecting and experience from the previous two weeks prepared me for this moment and I was able to focus on the task at hand get out of my own head and just trust my body it was a great experience and I feel the experience learning went in a full circle for me at that moment. 
	Experiential learning is all about learning as you go and making good use of the experiences at hand, using Kolb's philosophy I was able to grow through the activity and learn, and I found that the things I learned myself on the side of the cliff will stick with me longer than any other style of learning because it's my own self my own emotion teaching me I can do more than I thought if I trust my body. 
	Before going to Wales and having the experiences we did Mortlocks philosophy and four stages of adventure did not truly resonate with me. I figured people would understand what their bodies are capable of and wouldn't put themselves in a position of misadventure. However when we started our adventure I immediately realized the reality of feeling like you could do some type of activity but not being completely sure in yourself and this is where misadventure begins, knowing yourself is one thing but knowing yourself when performing tasks you have never done previously is an entire different thinking, it did not take long before I was scrambling up a rock side out of the ocean completely enveloped by frontier adventure on the verge of misadventure if I were to slip and grab the wrong thing, the moments where we needed to trust our bodies scrambling when there was no safety ropes just our own ability or a potential life threatening fall, it was these intense moments that made the chances of misadventure so vital the overall experiential learning format, pushing yourself to the limit while staying within your physical boundaries was an amazing feeling allowing for great chances of self reflection and learning. It felt like the trip gradually grew and grew beginning plainly with simple play and easy adventure while gradually pushing ourselves into frontier adventure it was the ability to choose to do an activity or not that brought the learning aspect to a head wind because without attempting you would never know if it would have been frontier adventure or miss adventure while also being mindful if you choose to do a task and fail. 
	I have never learned solely through experiential learning, when reading the philosophy of Dewey, Kolb and Mortlock it was difficult to relate or understand but after having so many different experiences and learning so many new things from my own experience and self reflective I can honestly say I learned more about myself and the struggle vs reward aspect of life more in my three weeks in wales than any time prior in my life, it was an amazing new experience and something I hope to continue as I continue to further my education, in so many ways it felt like I was teaching myself and Tom and John were just a supporting hand, I feel bad for people who dont get to have the experiences that pur group of eleven had because it truly was special learning so many things along the way that you dont expect to lern really is a gift in its self, I look back at the videos and pictures and see how happy we all were and hoe muh we learned about eachother and how trial by fire madfe our groupo so close batteling through adversity bringing us together and all the while learning through our experience it was a very unique experience and one I wont soon forget. I understand things differently now including the different ways you can live your life and the way I felt in Wales and the things I learned ia the way I want to feel my entire life. 
Thank you Jon and Tom really appreciate everything! See you in America soon 
