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[bookmark: _Toc126957877]Introduction:
Research is the methodology of converting data collection in information. For students the research skills are the perquisition for success as the research for students, professionals and academics is the base of accomplishing academic writing that bring accuracy and unique style. Thru the research, students gain knowledge, critical thinking, professionalism and an evaluative attitude. This report is focus in evaluating and representing the power, importance and the benefits that come with strong research abilities for the undergraduate students (Williamson, 2002).

[bookmark: _Toc126957878] Research and Research Skills:
According with Alan Berkeley Thomas (Thomas, 2004), The Research skills can be defined as the abilities and techniques that are necessary for conducting effective and efficient research. These skills involve the ability to locate, gather, analyse, and evaluate information from a variety of sources, such as academic journals, books, e-books, databases, and the internet. Research skills also encompass effective communication, both in writing and oral presentation, as well as the ability to synthesize information and draw meaningful conclusions. The research skills also involve project management, including time management, problem solving, and the ability to work independently or as part of a team as the research skills are a combination of technical, critical thinking, and communication abilities that enable individuals to conduct high-quality research in any field.
As it has already been mentioned above, the research is a systematic investigation of a subject, phenomenon, or problem in order to gain new knowledge or deepen existing understanding or concepts. It is an organized and systematic process of inquiry that seeks to answer questions or solve problems through the collection and analysis of data. Research can be conducted as primary or secondary.
Primary research is often conducted to address a specific question or problem, and it can take many forms, such as surveys, interviews, focus groups, experiments, or observations. The goal of primary research is to collect data that is both relevant and reliable, and to use this data to gain new insights or to support existing theories. For Example if a graduate student in business want to make it own business will need to use primary research in order to identify its target market, if the chosen product is in demand and so on which it will be possible only collecting new data (Roger Lindsay, 2002).
On the other hand, secondary research is a type of research that involves using existing data, information, and sources, rather than collecting new data. Examples of secondary research sources include academic journals, books, government reports, industry reports, news articles, and other published materials. Secondary research can be conducted quickly and inexpensively, making it an ideal starting point for many research projects. However, it can also have limitations, as the information may not be directly relevant to the research question, or may not be up-to-date or accurate (David W. Stewart, 2004).
For undergraduate students to learn and gain knowledge among their courses, the research play the role of understanding the subject and enhancing their understanding of the course material. By participating in research, students are able to apply the concepts and theories they have learned in their courses to real-world situations, which can help them to better understand and retain the information (Chang, 2014). By creating reports students demonstrate their abilities gain from the particular course. In order to do that its important for students to know how to identify the false information and how to avoid plagiarism as its Impact on professional reputation as the consequences for academic performance, plagiarism can also impact a student's professional reputation. If a student is caught plagiarizing, it can follow them into their professional careers and damage their credibility. Further to identify credible sources, students will perform the research skills using critical thinking and analysis by following 6 important steps and apply questions:
1.Check the author's credentials
 Look for information about the author's qualifications and expertise in the subject matter. Are they affiliated with a reputable institution or organization? Have they published other works in the field?
2. Evaluate the source’s credibility
 Consider the source's purpose and bias. Is the source impartial and neutral, or is it trying to promote a specific viewpoint or agenda? Are the sources referenced and cited?
3.Look for peer-reviewed sources
 Peer-reviewed sources are those that have been reviewed and approved by experts in the field. These sources are often considered to be more credible and reliable than others.
4.Consider the date of publication
Is the information still relevant and up-to-date? For some subjects, such as science and technology, information can become outdated quickly, so it's important to consider the date of publication.
5. Assess the source’s credibility
Does the source have a good reputation among scholars and experts in the field? Are there any credible sources that support or challenge its findings?
6. Check for multiple sources 
Try to find information from multiple sources to help ensure that you are getting a well-rounded and accurate perspective on the topic.
Applying its research skills, making the difference between relevant and irrelevant sources, undergraduate students will know how to do their own research properly. Further to demonstrate that proper research has been use and plagiarism has been avoided in the project/report, undergraduate students will further use the references from the sources that had been used.
[bookmark: _Toc126957879]The importance of referencing 
Referencing is an important aspect of academic writing and is crucial especially for undergraduate students the references will provides credibility to the student work and will demonstrate that the students have conducted research and its work is based on credible sources. Further References help to support arguments and to provide evidence for the claims writer make, demonstrate that writer ideas are based on reliable and trustworthy information and avoid plagiarism by giving credit to the original authors of the information the writer use in its work.
In order to use referencing correctly, undergraduate students should follow the citation style specified by instructor or the guidelines for the publication of the university are submitting to. For the undergraduate students at UWTSD the correct type of reference is UWTSD Harvard style (UWTSD, 2023).
to referencing a source in the project/ reports, the student should include the year of the source, author's name, the title of the source, the publisher and the page number(s) where the information was found. Also it will be use in text citation.
[bookmark: _Toc126957880]Conclusion
In conclusion, research skills are crucial for undergraduate students in achieving academic success and demonstrating their understanding of course material. These skills involve locating and analysing information, effective communication, and project management. The research process can be conducted through primary or secondary sources and it is important for students to use critical thinking and analysis to identify credible sources. Referencing is a crucial aspect of academic writing as it provides credibility to the student's work, supports arguments, and helps to avoid plagiarism. To achieve academic success, undergraduate students should develop their research skills and use them correctly to gather and analyse information from credible sources and correctly reference their work.
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