Student Number: 2234893

Essay Question: Analyse the primary characteristics of Athanasius’s Christology. To what extent, if at all, is it dependent on faith in the triune God? 

Introduction
St Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria On the incarnation of the word writes on the fundamentals of the Christian faith at a time when the mystery of the divinity of Jesus was in question. In his statement, he admonishes that ‘we must take a step further in the faith of our holy religion and consider also the Word's becoming Man and His divine Appearing in our midst’’. He calls it “a brief statement of the faith of Christ and of the manifestation of his Godhead to us’’. In so doing, he expounds on the divinity of Christ Jesus, the second person of the Trinity whom he says, ‘He who was in the beginning with God and all things were made through him' John 1 verse 2-3. Athanasius further goes on to give reasons for the incarnation of the word which he states as the salvation of humanity ‘He has been manifested in a human body for this reason only, out of the love and goodness of His Father, for the salvation of us men’. This essay will explain the views of the author on creation, and the involvement of the Trinity, God the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit This will be contrasted with the views of other philosophers on creation. I will proceed further on the reasons given for the incarnation of the Word which according to the author is primarily for the salvation of mankind resulting from sin; also, being the source of knowledge, ignorance is addressed by the same Word. The third section will focus on Athanasius’ views on the renewal of humanity through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The conclusion of this essay will show the validity of the author’s argument and its effect on the Christian faith.

Creation
Athanasius draws attention to the consistency between creation and salvation stating that ‘the One Father has employed the same Agent for both works’ The same word who made the world in the beginning also came by incarnation to savage it from destruction. 
This statement aims to boost the faith of believers in the mystery of the Trinity as he writes ‘that mystery the Jews traduce, the Greeks deride, but we adore, and your own love and devotion to the Word also will be the greater’. 
Whilst disproving various theories about the concept of creation. Some of the heretical views of creation during his time include that of Plato who believed God created the world from pre-existing matter, and the Epicureans who believed that all things come automatically into being, ‘self-originated’ with no mind behind it; the Gnostics who believe in an Artificer other than God, the Father in unison with the Word and the Holy Spirit [The Trinity]. The author uses the letter of Paul to the Hebrews to support his argument by citing Chapter 11:3 "By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God so that the things which are seen were not made of the things which are visible’’. Thomas Aquinas in his writing, Summa Theologiae supports this view stating ‘’In the beginning, God created; which he describes as ‘’the emanation of all being from the universal cause, which is God’’
In the book of Genesis 1: 1 we understand that God the Father is the creator, ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth’. Genesis 1: 2 shows the Holy Spirit also had a role: ‘’And the Spirit of God was hovering over the water’’. Genesis 1:3 presents the role of the Word [Jesus] ‘And God said, ‘Let there be light.’ And there was light. John in his gospel, describes the role of the Son of God (Jesus), referring to him as the ‘Word’. In creation, we see the specific role played by each person of the Trinity. In creating Man, God said in Genesis 1:26 ‘’Let us make man in our image’’, after our likeness. The word ‘us’ used by God, as stated in the bible, meant God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, [The Triune God]. With reference to Jesus, the Bible in Colossians 1:15 NLT states’ ‘Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation’’. Christians believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit as the creator of all things which informs their worship and faith in the Triune God. 
The Fall and Salvation of Mankind
The Bible tells us in the book of Genesis chapter 1:27 that ‘’God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him’’ which is a grace bestowed on man by God. According to Athanasius’s writing, God knowing the limitations of man, made his grace conditional upon law and a place. With compliance, man has been assured a place in paradise and immortality in heaven. But mankind went astray and fell out of grace resulting in a ‘state of death and corruption. Athanasius identifies the reason for the salvation of man as ‘’our sorry case that caused the Word to come down, the transgression that called out His love for us so that He made haste to help us and to appear among us’’. As man becomes unworthy of his goodness, God purposes it to renew his image in mankind so that through unison man will come to the knowledge of God. Using a human body, he manifests the truth and the knowledge of the Father. Whilst He was a human, he was also fully God. Athanasius writes, “As Man, He was living a human life, and as Word, He was sustaining the life of the universe’’. Augustine supports this argument as he states, ‘’He was consistent in working through man to reveal Himself everywhere, as well as through the other parts of His creation, so that nothing was left void of His Divinity and knowledge’’. According to him, "God was made man, that man might be made God’’ The nature of man’s salvation, Athanasius writes is that Christ was made human so that we might be made divine. 
Alexandrian writers highlight the importance of the Logos [Word] assuming human nature so that human nature might share in the life of God. That union, it states existed in one nature. Athanasius, in furtherance of his argument states, it was fitting that God, by reason of His infinite goodness, should unite it to Himself for man's salvation. Augustine states, "In order that man might journey more trustfully toward the truth, the Truth itself, the Son of God, having assumed human nature, established and founded faith." Consequently, the hope man has in God is strengthened by reason of God’s love for humanity.  Man has been able to follow the example of Jesus in “furtherance in good." In works and deeds.
Renewal/Recreation of Mankind
Thomas Aquinas in The Incarnation quotes Augustine as saying "His so joining created nature to Himself that one Person is made up of these three---the Word, a soul, and flesh. He relates this to the goodness and love God has for mankind. From Athanasius’s theology of atonement, the incarnate word redeems the world and gathers all things together into a new spiritual reality in line with the eternal plan of God. God is present in Jesus Christ, and he is present to redeem the world, renew all of creation, restore life in the face of death, and death on the cross, and restore the true knowledge of God. The word assumed a body, that the body be interwoven with life, as such no longer remain mortal through his union with it, so it might bring to naught Him that had the power of death. 
Christians believe that Jesus' death and resurrection open the possibility of eternal life with God. Death is no longer something to be feared. Before the incarnation of Christ, the holiest of men were afraid of death, and mourned the dead as those who perish. But since the Saviour has raised His body, death is no longer terrible, true followers of Christ have lost their fear of death and prefer to die rather than deny their faith in Christ. Knowing full well that in death they do not perish, but live indeed, and become incorruptible through the resurrection. By Christ, death was destroyed, and the corruption that goes with it was resolved and brought to end. This is a comfort to Christians facing death or grieving the death of loved ones. They believe separation is not final. This has given men such certain faith in immortality, as have the cross of Christ and the resurrection of His body.
Conclusion  
From the study on the incarnation of the word by Athanasius, I can infer that God is in Trinity and Trinity in unity. Christians believe and confess that Jesus Christ is the son of God, he is God and man. His resurrection is a sign of God's great power to believers. Today, Christians believe that the resurrection proves that Jesus is the Christ [Messiah] and the Son of God, he is alive and always with them. Everything he said and did was true. Christians believe also, that when they are baptized, they share in the resurrection of Jesus and so are brought into a new relationship with God. Christians believe, on the last day they shall be raised incorruptibly and reign with Jesus Christ in eternity.
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