Part B
My theme for this assignment is World War 2 and the activities are based around the Key Stage 2 curriculum and are aimed for Year 4 pupils. The activities will embed the Six Areas of Learning and Experience and the Four Purposes from Donaldson’s document Successful Futures. Primarily, this topic comes under the History subject of the curriculum, however, the activities I will be discussing are promoting the cross-curricular approach to teaching. Barnes’ article, An introduction to Cross-curricular learning, gives reasons as to why we should teach cross-curricular. He states, “I describe and appreciate the cherry tree outside using a combination of geographical, artistic, poetic, philosophical and historical vocabularies” (Barnes, 2015, Chapter 13, p.260-261). Barnes is explaining that everything in our world is cross-curricular and there is no single subject that could explain one certain thing, e.g the cherry tree. He says “Cross-curricular learning recognises these multiple viewpoints and seeks to build more knowledgeable, lasting and transferable understandings of the world around us” (Barnes, 2015, Chapter 13, p.261). 
The topic of World War 2 will be introduced prior to these activities. The children will have had the opportunity to learn about the different aspects of World War 2 and will hold a reasonable amount of knowledge on the subject. The first activity the children will complete will be in groups of approximately 4. They will need to make a multimedia presentation about an aspect of World War 2 of their choice which they will then present to the class. This could be on rationing, evacuation, clothing etc. This meets the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) aspect of the Key Stage 2 curriculum as the skills they will be developing are to ‘find information from a variety of sources for a defined purpose and to select suitable information and make simple judgments about sources of information.’ This activity also meets the ‘Create and communicate information’ range as the pupils should be given opportunities to ‘create a range of presentations combining a variety of information and media’ which they will be achieving through their creation of a multimedia presentation. As well as ICT, this activity meets the History curriculum. The children will be developing their Historical knowledge and understanding skill by being able to ‘identify significant people and describe events within and across periods.’ As part of the range of the History curriculum, under ‘organisation and communication’ the children will be able to ‘select, record, and organise historical information’ through their creation of a multimedia presentation. Under the Six Areas of Learning and Experience in Donaldson’s 2015 report Successful Futures this activity would meet the Science and technology and Humanities rationale. Under the Science and technology rationale, children should be given opportunities to use a range of technology, which they will be achieving through the creation of their multimedia presentation. The children will be able to use different software on the computer to create their presentation which will allow them to learn how technology is used. The Humanities area of learning and experience is also embedded into this activity. (Donaldson, 2015, p.46) states “the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience provides fascinating contexts for children and young people to learn about people, place, time and belief.” This can be achieved through this activity as the children will be researching different aspects of World War 2. This activity will meet Donaldson’s Four Purposes as it will create ‘ambitious, capable learners’ through gaining knowledge and understanding of World War 2 as well as ‘enterprising, creative contributors’ through the creation of a multimedia presentation. It will also encourage ‘healthy, confident individuals’ as the children must be able to use the technology safely and appropriately and ‘ethical, informed citizens’ as the children will be aware of past experiences and what life was like during World War 2.
The second activity the children will be completing is a wartime recipe. The children will be making carrot cookies which were a popular wartime food. This activity is promoting the Design and technology aspect of the Key Stage 2 curriculum as the children will be meeting the skills of designing and making. The children should be able to ‘develop a simple specification/recipe for their products indicating their intentions and approach’ under the skill of designing. For the skill of making, the children should be able to ‘work to their specification/recipe to make products and measure, mark out, cut, shape, join, weigh and mix a range of materials and ingredients, using appropriate tools/utensils, equipment and techniques.’ This meets the ‘food’ element of the range as the children should be able to ‘plan and carry out a broad range of practical food preparation tasks safely and hygienically.’ With regards to Donaldson’s Six Areas of Learning and Experience, this activity would meet the Mathematics and Numeracy and Science and Technology rationales. (Donaldson, 2015, p.49) states “the Mathematics and numeracy Area of Learning and Experience is concerned with developing a good, lasting understanding of mathematical concepts and the confidence to use and apply numerical skills in everyday life.” This is applicable to making carrot cookies as the children will be learning measurements and following instructions which is a necessary skill to have in life. This will encourage ‘ambitious, capable learners’ as well as ‘healthy, confident individuals’ as the children will be learning life-long skills. (Barnes, 2015, p.260) states, “the world beyond the classroom is cross-curricular.” With this in mind, this activity supports this statement as the children will be learning life skills which can be taken beyond the classroom and used in everyday life as they grow older. 
The final activity is to explore why songs and music were important during the war and to listen to and plan a performance in groups, of some famous wartime songs. Under the skill of ‘performing’ in the Music aspect of the Key Stage 2 curriculum, the children must ‘plan and make decisions about which music to perform and how to perform it’ after listening to some wartime songs. They must also ‘practise and evaluate their performing in order to improve.’ The range for this activity comes under ‘appraising’ as the children will ‘listen to and appraise’ the wartime music as well as ‘recognising and describing musical characteristics’ within the songs. This will help the children to decide which song they are going to plan to perform within their groups. Under Donaldson’s Six Areas of Learning and Experience, this activity meets the Expressive Arts rationale. (Donaldson, 2015, p.43) states “The expressive arts provide inspiration and motivation as they bring children and young people into contact with the creative processes, performances and products of others and stimulate their own experimentation and creativity.” This ties in nicely with this activity as the children will be able to experience and get a feel for wartime music. The children will be able to gain an appreciation for the music and understand the purposes to the songs. As well as this, the children will be able to use their creativity and thinking skills to help them when planning their performance of their chosen wartime song within their groups. This activity also embeds Donaldson’s Four Purposes. It will encourage ‘ethical, informed citizens’ as it will enable “them to understand their own cultural identity and those of societies in other places and at other times, and to explore complex and difficult issues” (Donaldson, 2015, p.44). It will also encourage ‘healthy, confident individuals’ as it will help them to “develop resilience and feel more confident as they gain enjoyment and personal satisfaction from creative expression; contributing directly to enriching the quality of their lives” (Donaldson, 2015, p.44). This activity also encourages ‘ambitious, capable learners’ as the children will be gaining the ability to work as part of a group as well as ‘enterprising creative contributors’ as the children will be developing their creativity in a range of forms. In Barnes’ article, An Introduction to cross-curricular learning, he talks about the importance of “powerful experiences.” Barnes thinks that children should be able to have powerful experiences through their learning as this is what will encourage their learning the most. Teacher’s should be able to provide pupils with powerful experiences through their teaching. Cross-curricular teaching and learning can provide powerful experiences for children as long as the lessons are planned effectively by the teacher. It is in the teacher’s hands to ensure that children get the best out of their learning. 
All three of the activities primarily come under the History curriculum of Key Stage 2, however, the activities I have discussed clearly show that the topic of World War 2 can be taught cross-curricular. In Barnes’ book, Cross-Curricular Learning 3-14 (2015, p.62-63) states that “cross-curricular methods can be effective in teaching and reaching ethical solutions, building individual and group motivation, sustaining interest and raising standards.” Barnes views this as good practice of teaching cross-curricular. However, teaching cross-curricular can have its downfalls according to Barnes. He states, “Cross-curricular approaches can equally be made ineffective by trivializing, confusing, misleading, constructing new misconceptions and also by failing to provide a moral context for learning” (Barnes, 2015, p.63). If teacher’s do not plan their lessons effectively then the teaching of cross-curricular learning will not achieve the positive outcomes which cross-curricular learning can have on teaching and learning. Barnes is explaining that to achieve good cross-curricular teaching, it primarily comes down to the teacher. As Barnes says, “The best cross-curricular projects combine the promotion of creative thinking with the maintenance of disciplinary rigour and challenge” (Barnes, 2015, p.65). Creative thinking plays a big part in the teaching of cross-curricular approaches as a teacher needs to be able to be creative in their activities for the children in order to engage every child and create “powerful experiences.” According to Barnes, there is a ‘Cross-Curricular Taxonomy.’ (Barnes, 2015, p.65-66) states, “I have identified eight distinct types of cross-curricular teaching and learning.” These are the different cross-curricular approaches; 
1. Tokenistic 
2. Hierarchical 
3. Single transferable subject 
4. Theme-based
5. Multi-disciplinary 
6. Inter-disciplinary 
7. Opportunistic 
8. Double-focus 
My activities are based on the theme-based cross-curricular approach. (Barnes, 2015, p.69) describes the approach as “using a theme to generate exploration through the eyes of several different subjects.” I chose my theme to be World War 2 which is primarily History subject based. However, I used this theme in order to create activities which would allow for cross-curricular learning. This approach has allowed me to ensure that my activities are providing children with the opportunity to learn about one single topic through several different subjects. Also, I have used the hierarchical approach to cross-curricular teaching within my activities. (Barnes, 2015, p.66) states, “hierarchical cross-curricular methods aim at achieving progress in one discipline by also teaching aspects of another.” My activities allow for progress within the History aspect of the curriculum while also allowing for aspects of other parts of the curriculum, such as ICT, to be used.
In conclusion, I think that cross-curricular teaching and learning is vitally important to a child’s education because if a child doesn’t enjoy a certain subject, then that subject can be incorporated into an activity which promotes another subject. By doing this, the child can be engaged and enjoy every aspect of the curriculum. As Barnes says in his article An Introduction to cross-curricular learning, “cross-curricular approaches can provide an engaging new perspective for children and equally for their teachers.” Cross-curricular teaching and learning offers opportunities for both children and their teachers and allows for engaging and exciting learning opportunities.
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